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WAR STORY 


by Jim Morris 


At last, the story of the Vietnam War told by one who knows it as it actually happened. 
Now back in print, this is the real story of Vietnam, written by a former Green Beret 
who loved the country and its people and sometimes killed for them. The death and 
devastation, the sweltering sun and torrential rains, the body counts and atrocities— 
these are all parts of the action that the media could not cover. But Morris also writes 
firsthand about the camaraderie and bravery of his men and Montagnards and the 
verdant landscapes of a country no longer free. War Story unfolds dramatically, with 
the truth and conviction borne of one man’s personal involvement with Vietnam and 
its doomed struggle for freedom. 6 x 9, hardcover, 342 pp. $14.95 


BLADE MASTER 
Advanced Survival Skills for the Knife Fighter 
by John Sanchez 
Here is a training manual that can transform the 
average knife jockey into a knife master. Learn 
the fighting secrets of knife masters—the assas- 
sination art of the Samurai, the double knife style 
of the ancient Chinese, the moves of the deviant 
strategist, plus techniques for the solo knife 
trainer. Topics include target construction, ad- 
vanced info on knife techniques, and more. 5% x 
8%, illus., softcover, 96 pp. $8.00 


SLASH AND THRUST 
by John Sanchez 

Presents a complete, totally 
practical knife fighter's training 
program. The author telis novice 
knife fighters how to train to be- 
come an expert! Covers: choosing 
the martial knife: test cutting; car- 
rying methods: complete training 
program; guard and grip opposi- 
tion; slashing and thrusting; also 
using and throwing exotic edged 
weapons.5'2x8%, 72 pp. $8.00 
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HOW TO KILL I, i, tl, IV, V 
by John Minnery 

Called the most gruesome and terrifying books ever 
printed, the infamous How To Kill series is known as the 
definitive study of modern assassination techniques. 
Each volume describes ten different “lessons compris- 
ing some of the most ingenious and vicious assassina- 
tion methods ever devised by professional killers. “The 
most controversial books of the year,” Violent World 

Magazine. 5% x 8", softcover, illus., 90 pp. 
Each Volume: $8.00 
The Set: $40.00 

No volume in the “How To Kill" series is available 
in Canada. 


THE GERMAN SNIPER 1914-1945 
by Peter R. Senich 
The complete story of Germany's 
sniping arms development through 
both World Wars. Presents over 
600 rare photos of Mauser 98s, 
Selbstladegewehr 41s and 43s, op- 
tical sights by Goerz, Zeiss, etc., 
plus German snipers in action. An 
exceptional hardcover collector's 
edition for serious German his- 
torians everywhere. 8’ x 11, hard- 
cover, 660 photos, 468 pp. $49.95 


RHODESIAN S.A.S. COMBAT MANUAL 
Obtained from a member of the Rhodesian S.A.S. Squad- 
ron, this scarce combat manual is now available to 
Paladin readers. This is the principal guide used to con- 
duct the enormously successful operations—counter- 
guerrilla ops, air ops, ambushing, and notable attacks on 
terrorist base camps—during the Rhodesian antiterrorist 
war. Contents include: Standard Security Terminology, 
Communicetion, Rural Ops, Ambushing of Insurgents, 
Movement by Road, Land/Air Ops, and First Aid. 8% x 11, 
softcover, diagrams, charts. 110 pp. $12.00 


THE DEATH DEALER’S MANUAL 
: «by Bradley Steiner 

Teits the true story of how profes- 
sional killers go about their,busi- 
ness. Of special interest is acom- 
plete Dim Mak anatomy chart with 
time reference guide, published 
here in English for the first time. 
Contents include: vital points, 
edged weapons. handguns, and 
unarmed killing techniques. For 
informational purposes only! 5% 
8%, softcover, illus., 112 pp. $10.00 


NEW LD. IN AMERICA 
Do you wish for just one more chance at life—one witha 
“clean slate?” With New [.D. in America, you can trade in 
your old identity for a new start. Here is a step-by-step 
guide to precisely creating a totally new person—to hav- 
ing a birth certificate, passport, driver's license, Social 
Security number—all you need for breaking from your 
past. This is a 1983, ali-new book, not another bungling 
guide to forging bogus papers! Now you can create a 
whole new business or personal identity—without fear of 
exposure. This is your chance! Grab it. 5% x 8%, soft- 
cover, illus, 120 pp. $10.00 


THE 100 DEADLIEST 
KARATE MOVES 
by Dr. Ted Gambordella, 

5th degree black belt 
Learn how to fight to the death util- 
izing the 100 most tethal kicks, 
shutos, and blows known to the 
world’s greatest karate masters. 
Over 100 dramatic photos cover 
snap kicks, heel kicks, vital points 
of the head and chest, shutos, 
palm heels, ridge hands, and street 
fighting with karate. 5% x 8%, soft- 
cover, photos, 88 pp. $8.00 
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REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC WEAPON SYSTEM 
Need more firepower? How does a twelve-gauge 
machine gun sound? Now you can convert your Reming- 
ton 1100 sernauto into a selective-fire assault shotgun 
that will blow any other small arm off the map! This 
detailed manual has over 70 close-up photos, machin- 
ist's drawings. and full scaie templates. The conversion 
process retains all original parts (except for safety) and 
can be accomplished with hand tools. Oniy 11 new parts 
are required. Equipped with a ten-shot magazine and 
assault stock. your full auto 1100 will be a survivalist's 
shotgun without peer. 9 x 12, illus,. softcover, 88 pp. 

$12.00 


DUTY FREE 
Smuggling Made Easy 
by Michael Connor 
In this practical guide, you'll learn 
how to conceal valuables, ammo, 
and contraband in even the most 
Ordinary-looking items, Everything 
becomes a potential container to 
the trained eye. From the simple to 
the sublime, Connor tetls you how 
to use your auto and personal ef- 
fects to pass customs—duty-free. 
5% x 8%, softcover. 80 pp. $10.00 
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US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 
1982 edition of the finest military medical handbook we 
have ever seen! The U.S. Army Special Forces are known 
to train the world’s most accomplished medics, and this 
book is the reason why. It has everything: 400 pages of 
comprehensive info on disease diagnosis and treatment, 
emergency war surgery, drugs and doses, emergency 
paramedical skills, plus big sections on pediatrics, ob- 
stetrics, orthopedics, emergency dental treatment, and 
much, much more. Every survival library must have this 
book! 4 x 7, softcover, illus., 400 pp. $14.95 


UNARMED AGAINST THE KNIFE 
by Oscar Diaz-Cobo 
Nota rehash on general knife fight- 
ing, Unarmed Against the Knife 
combines street savvy with close- 
combat martial arts to give you 
practical knife-fighting and dis- 
arming techniques. Includes illus- 
trated methods for gaining 
physical and psychological advan- 
tage over your attacker. 5% x 8%, 
softcover, photos, 88 pp. $8.00 


SPECIAL FORCES RECONNAISSANCE HANDBOOK 


Successful reconnaissance depends on the motivation 
and training of the recon team. This new Paladin reprint 
details proven U.S. Army reconnaissance techniques. 
and patrolling methods that help bring your men back 
alive from the bush—where anything can happen. 
Scouting tactics, insertion and communication tech- 
niques, team organization, composition, equipment, and 
patrol planning are covered in depth. Special attention is 
devoted to air infiltration and exfiltration, tracking, and 
use of human senses to obtain combat intelligence. A 
must for the beginner. Arefresher for the old-timer. 84x 
11, softcover, charts, 122 pp. $12.00 


BLACK MEDICINE ll 
Weapons At Hand 
by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 
The author presents 112 injury- 
resistant parts of the body and 
describes their use as natural 
weapons. Also suggested are more 
than 180 deadly makeshift weap- 
ons —ali improvised from common 
items—that can save your life ina 
crisis! 5'% x 8%, softcover, 88 pp. 
$10.00 
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MANTRAPPING 

by Ragnar Benson 
Explains how to use primitive traps to catch and kill that 
most dangerous animal: Man. Ragnar Benson, weil 
known as the author of Survival Poaching, has based 
this gut-wrenching book on his personal mantrapping 
experiences in Africa, North and South America, and 
Cuba. You have fo see this one to believe it! Details 
plans for over a dozen ingenious mantraps, such as the 
Malaysian Hawk, the Andes Mountain Trail Trap, and 
the Cuban Water Trap. A must for retreaters. 5% x 8'4. 
softcover, illus., 88 pp. $10.00 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 


HEN Operation Velvet Hammer, an “official unoffi- 

cial” private attempt to rescue Americans still being 
held in Southeast Asia, broke up in 1981, Soldier Of For- 
tune became embroiled in one of the most expensive, time- 
consuming projects it has ever undertaken. 

SOF was asked to assist in the POW/MIA issue by some 
former Special Forces Vietnam Veterans who had resigned 
from Velvet Hammer because they decided the operation 
was amateurish — and had insufficient funds and in- 
telligence. They came to SOF because they knew: 1) We 
had our own source of funds to pursue the story. 2) We 
would not under any circumstances take money from the 
families of the men missing in Southeast Asia, something 
which happened in Velvet Hammer and which disgusted 
some of the participants. 3) We were vitally interested since 
many of us are ’Nam veterans. 4) We had intelligence 
sources both here and abroad. 5) We had enough guts to go 
where the evidence led us and enough sense not to go where 
we couldn’t produce. 

There have been times when we regretted getting in- 
volved in the affair because of its deeply emotional nature 
and the frustrations brought about by our lack of success. 

Along the way the story has taken SOF reporters all over 
America, to Paris, into Thailand for extensive periods of 
time and into northern Laos, where one of our agents had 
enough sense not to continue on into southwestern China. 

We've had to wheel and deal with spooks, would-be 
spooks and some people who imagined they were spooks. 
We've dealt with Laotian warlords of varying degrees of loy- 
alty and honesty, American politicians (not unlike the Lao- 
tian warlords), French Indochina veterans, the families of 
the men missing in Southeast Asia, guerrilla chieftains 
motivated by hatred of communism and love of money (par- 
ticularly American dollars), Nationalist Chinese Kuomin- 
tang Army leftovers who now control parts of Thai- 
land’s northeastern border, shadowy American soldiers of 
fortune and misfortune, expatriate Americans living in Asia, 
agents of Pathet Lao officers who want out of Laos, agent 
provocateurs from the left, former Air America and CIA 
agents who settled down in Asia after the shooting stopped, 
former U.S. soldiers who didn’t realize that they were “over 
the hill,” and even one self-styled IRA gunrunner. 

From the beginning there were two goals: Ascertain if 
there were any Americans still being held prisoner in 
Southeast Asia and, if so, try to effect their release. 

To date, we have not reached either goal. But in our 
hearts, we still believe the communists are holding 
Americans against their will in Southeast Asia. 

The whole story will appear in an SOF extra issue that will 
hit the newsstands 12 May. We will deal in detail with the 
highly publicized fiasco, Operation Lazarus, and Lt. Col. 
James G. “Bo” Gritz. Is he a national hero or a charlatan? 

Don’t miss it. — dim Graves 
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COVER: UNITA freedom fighter on patrol in Angola’s bush. SOF 
correspondent Rick Venable’s visit with Jonas Savimbi and his warriors 
at a camp in Cuando-Cubango Province — where UNITA is beginning to 

turn the tide on Russian-Cuban supported MPLA forces — begins on 
p. 46. Photo: Rick Venable 
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Peppetitews 


3277 $9.95 


SILENCE WAS A WEAPON 


The Vietnam War In The Villages 


3251 Spec.ed. 


3822 $15.95 2998 $12.95 1099 $16.95 7500 $15.95 


WOR IN THE PACIFIC 1945, 
— | ELECTROMEG 


BATTLE 


THE STORY OF THE BULGE 


a 


jerbert Molloy Mason, Jr. 


0695 $9.95 *8821 $12.95 2428 $12.50 6460 $13.50 1263 $12.50 
How the Club works: 
You'll receive your 3 books for 98¢ (plus | 
shipping and handling) and your free book 
and map after your application for member- l 
ship is accepted. We reserve the right to { 
reject any application. However, once ac- 
cepted as a member, if you are not satisfied, {] 
return the 3 books within 10 days at Club { 
expense. Your membership will be cancelled 
and you'll owe nothing. The FREE book and 
map are yours to keep in any case. | 
bout every 4 weeks (14 times a year), 
you'll receive, free, the Club’s magazine de- | 
scribing the coming Selection(s) and Alter- i 
nates, always at low Club prices. Also, up to 
4 times a year you may receive offers of I 
special Selections. | 
If you want the featured Selection(s), do 
nothing; it will be shipped to you automat- { 
ically. If you want an Alternate, or no book at 
ail, Indicate your preference on the order 
form and retum it by the date specified. (A | 
charge for shipping and handling is added to | 
all shipments.) That date allows you 10 days 
to decide. if you receive an unwanted Selec- 
tion because yeu had less than 10 days, 
return it at Glub expense and owe nothing. 
_ Once you've purchased just 4 books dur- 
ing your first 2 years of membership, you 
may resign at any time or continue to enjoy 
Clud benetits. ‘ I 
The Military Book Club offers its own 
complete hardbound editions, sometimes | 
altered in size to fit special presses, saving 
you even more. 


"3152 $12.95 8144 Spec.ed. 


AND CHOOSE 


BOOKS 


FOR ie eS 
WITH MEMBERSHIP 


Plus this full- 
color 19"x 25" |" 
map FREE! 


Club editions save you 
up to 30% off publishers’ | ~ 
list prices quoted. 
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1719 $16.95 1016 $12.95 5009 $16.00 2 


a. 


Military Book Club 
Dept. ER-019, Garden City, N.Y. 11530 


Please accept my application for membership in the 
Military Book Club and send me the 3 books whose 
numbers | have printed in the boxes below. Bill meonly 
98¢ plus shipping and handling. | understand that | 
need buy only 4 more books at reguiar tow Club prices 
during the first 2 years of my membership to complete 
my commitment. My membership will be subject to 
the terms and conditions presented in this ad. Also 
send me my FREE book and strategy map. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining 
my 3 choices, | may return the books within 10 days 
at Club expense and | will owe nothing. | may keep the 
FREE book and map in any case. 


FREE 
BOOK 


Ms. 
(Please print) 
Apt. 
Address. . ae 
City = State Zip 


Members accepted in the U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian 
members will be serviced from Canada. Offer stightiy different 
in Canada. 38-M230 


899 $14.95 0307 $14.95 3947 $14.95 


* Explicit scenes, language, or violence 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 5 


RITZ, YOU 
BLEW IT... 
Sirs: 

I’ve enclosed a copy of an article in the 
Los Angeles Times about Operation 
Lazarus. You are probably familiar with 
some aspects of this fiasco. 

I call it a fiasco not because of the 
motivation or purpose, but because the 
primary parties disclosed the operation to 
the press. Aside from being a tactical 
error, I have some distrust of the press at 
large. The wounds inflicted on the mil- 
itary from the sword wielded by the press 
run rather deep. 

The operation and identity of the finan- 
cia] supporters, who for obvious or not- 
so-obvious reasons preferred anonymity, 
should not nave been compromised. Now 
that the proverbial Pandora’s Box has 
been opened, future attempts to rescue 
the POWs are greatly hampered. You can 
be sure that both Ivan and his lackeys 
have alerted the Viets to a possible snatch 
attempt. Our guys will now be guarded 
more closely and shuttled around more 
frequently. At the first sign of an attempt 
to free them, they will most certainly be 
the first KIA. The Viets would also 
mount one hell of a manhunt to assure 
that no POW or rescuer got away. That 
would destroy the bastards’ claims that 
they are not holding any American sold- 
iers — still. 

T’ve thought about the logistics to pull 
off such a rescue operation. Without too 
much detail, you’d need: 1) Vietnam vet 
Special Forces-types —- Green Beanies, 
Force Recons, SEALs, Hmongs or such 
tribesmen who know the lingo and the lay 
of the land (Los Angeles and Orange 
Counties alone have a great mixture); 2) a 
few in-house friendlies (about 15 to 20 
men max, and carefully keep the Anglos 
out of sight) and 3) very good intel about 
the terrain, number and condition of 
POWs to be rescued (probably not more 
than five are at any one site), strength and 
location of Operating Forces (OPFORs). 

Insertion: High Altitude, Low Open- 
ing (HALO) or inflatable boat commenc- 
ing 10 to 15 klicks from the Area of 
Operations (any niore than that increases 
time-to-target and detection). 

Extraction: Having to fight your way 
out is unthinkable, especially considering 
the condition of POWs and any Wounded 
in Action (WIA). Terrain may preclude 
the landing of even a Short Takeoff or 
Landing (STOL) craft, so a copter with 
proper distance and lift capacity would be 
needed for flying Nap of Earth (NOE). 
Then you’d have to think about possible 
interception by MiGs and Surface to Air 
Missiles (SAMs). Once airborne, Thai- 
land is the obvious destination and it’s 
best to assume that Charlie has thought 
along those lines as well. 

Enough of this. I do think that most of 
the guys involved had their hearts in the 
right places. I do support the idea and any 
rescue attempts but I strongly disagree 
with the disclosure of operations. I'll let 
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someone else comment about the suspect 
and dismal arrangements of finances. 
Gritz, you blew it. 

Anyway my friends, here’s the check to 
renew my subscription. You do good 
work — I don’t care what Ivan says. 

Josef Johnson 
Beverly Hills, California 

SOF agrees with Mr. Johnson that Op- 
eration Lazarus was a fiasco. Being very 
familiar with the operation and many of 
the people involved, however, we dis- 
agree completely that its failure was 
caused by the publicity surrounding it. 
Conversely, its failure sparked the publi- 
city: Not until after the rescue attempt had 
been aborted and all the personnel safe, 
was the story made public. It failed — as. 
did Gritz’ two previous plans, Operation 
Velvet Hammer and Grand Eagle — be- 
cause of poor planning. __ 

For a full account of the POW/MIA 
situation — including an extensive evalu- 
ation of all three Gritz rescue missions, 
and the unabridged operation plan for Laz- 
arus — don’t miss SOF’s special POW/ 
MIA issue coming to the newsstands May 
12. Because it is an extra issue and not a 
monthly one, no copies will be mailed to 
subscribers. — The Eds. 


AD MIKE’S 
WIFE WRITES ... 
Sirs: 
I am trying to keep the interest going 


_on the wild geese patches and badges 


that you so kindly gave a great boost to 
(see Editor’s Note, SOF, Oct. 782), 
Your readers’ response was very good 
and I thank them for it. 

We are putting out a beret badge, 
much smaller with a gold lurex thread in 
it to brighten it up. It will measure ap- 
proximately two inches in diameter — 
the other is four inches. We are asking $7 
for it, which includes a certificate and air 
mail postage. The book (Mike Hoare’s 
Congo Mercenary) is still going for $12, 
but postage is surface mail and if anyone 
wants it air mailed it’s a further $3 which 
they must include in the order. To order 
or for more information, contact the 


Mike Hoare Defense Fund, Box 441, 
Hilton, 3245, South Africa. 

I am also sending you a great shot of 
one of our guys being acquitted — 
Charles Dukes, 28 years old and from 
America. I love the adulation on the 


girl’s face! Charlie was acquitted as he 
had been wounded during the action, 
and was under the influence of a pain- 
killing drug at the time of the alleged 
hijacking. 

I’ll keep you posted if anything hap- 
pens, just in appreciation for the great 
hand you gave us earlier. © 

Phyllis Hoare 
Hilton, South Africa 


OBBY 
POSTSCRIPT. . 
Sirs: 

Id like to add a postscript to the story, 
‘*May Buddha Bless Bobby,”’ that ran in 
SOF’s October ’82 issue. 

As I read the story, I didn’t key on the 
freckles, light complexion or Special 
Forces connection. However, when I 
came to the part about the Long Island 
restaurant, bells started ringing. Unfortu- 
nately, the picture accompanying the arti- 
cle wasn’t clear. 

I took the SOF to Long Island and 
showed it to the owner of the restaurant 
where the former LLDB (Luc Long Dac 
Biet, Vietnam’s Special Forces) guy 


Continued on page 82 
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PMC...the High Technology Ammunition 
that’s Got the Big Boys Beat Hands Down! 


Police and law enforcement men, who've 
shat PMC factory ammo, and have 
compared it to the Big Boys like Federal, 
Remington, or Winchester, know why more 
and more professionals are switching to 
PMC. 

Each PMC case is pure brass, .. precision 
drawn to maximize accuracy. PMC progres- 


sive burning, smokeless propellants, bailisti- 


cally matched to each cartridge, insure full 
velocity without flash or fouling. And PMC’s 
nonmercuric, noncorrosive primer delivers 
constant, reliable ignition under a wide 
range of conditions. 

PMC bullet configurations, precisely engi- 
neered, assure maximum expansion and 
penetration at appropriate ranges, together 
with match level accuracy. Alt PMC bullets 


WIDE CHOICE OF POPULAR AMMO 


are tested for correct in-flight and on-target 
characteristics. 

Every bullet lot is subjected to stringent 
tests, using the most up-to-date 
technology. So, it's no surprise. Many 
target shooters and marksmen are dis- 
covering PMC factory 
ammo is often superior 
to hand loads. 

PMC. ..Made from the 
finest materials...accord- 
ing to rigid quality control 
standards...using the 
latest manufacturing 
techniques from America, 
Switzerland, and West 
Germany. ..in the most 
modern ammunition plant. 
PMC Ammunition is high 
tech, inside and out! 
That's why PMC beats the 
Big Boys hands down! ; 
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HIGH TECH, INSIDE AND OUT! 


PMC offers centerfire rifle or handgun 
cartridges in a wide choice of popular cali- 
bers, bullet styles, and configurations to 
meet target/law enforcement demands. 
PMC...meeting your needs —at the range, 
in the line of duty, on the front line! 

PMC has the most complete line of mod- 

ern military rifle and pistol ball 
ammunition available 

commercially. 


PRECISION MADE CARTRIDGES 


PMC ARSENAL LINE of ammo meets 
U.S. Military specifications and ballistics. 

Popular military calibers include: 30-06 
Springfield, 30 Carbine, 223 (5.56mm), 308 
Win., 9mm Luger, and 45 Auto. The PMC Ar- 
senal Line comes conveniently packaged In 
military style fiberboard cartons in wooden 
cases, or metal cans. 

Make the switch to PMC high tech 
ammo...Discover why PMC beats the Big 
Boys hands down! 

Contact your police supplier or PMC dis- 
tributor, and order a container, carload, or 
box today! 


MILITARY AMMO TO U.S. SPECS 


PMC...PRECISION MADE CARTRIDGES 


PMC/PATTON AND MORGAN CORP. 


6 East 45th St., Dept. SF-6 
New York, NY 10017 
Phone: (212) 370-0777 
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HE vices and virtues of 5.56mm 
NATO as a battle rifle cartridge can 
be argued, but like it or not, we’re stuck 
with it for the foreseeable future. Being 
a realist, I've planned my survival bat- 
tery around the little bullet, and my 
favorite iron to shoot it with is the Galil. 
Other gun-pundits cheer for high- 
tech rifles like the FA MAS or Steyr 
AUG, but proven designs and iron 
sights have my vote. , 

Israeli Military Industries makes the 
Galil Assault Rifle (AR) and the Galil 
Short Assault Rifle (SAR), but the 
design is basically Kalashnikov's. 
Altered to take the slightly longer and 
narrower — and much higher pressure 
— U.S.-designed micro-caliber car- 
tridge, the action features the usual cast 
of AK characteristics: rotating lugged 
locking bolt, bolt-carrier and gas piston 
machined as a unit, and the distinctive 
long fire-selection/safety lever. 

The cocking handle has been en- 
larged, knobbed for an easier grip and 
bent vertical to make it accessible to 
either hand: To make this piece easier 
to handle on either side, the safety and 
fire-selector lever is extended to the left 
side of the receiver, correcting the AK’s 
tendency to be for right-handers only. 

The Galil’s stock sights are a heavily 
shielded aperture and hooded post, 
factory-set to 300 and 500 meters. 
These are backed up by folding 
luminous sights. This combination 


makes a sight-picture easy to acquire in, 


the worst as well as the best light, 

All the Galils come with a flash-hider 
that also serves as part of the bayonet 
mount, and one of the stiffest, strongest 
folding stocks around. This stock ob- 
viously was not designed for the civilian 
market, but it is surprisingly convenient 
for stuffing the rifle behind a truck seat 
or in a car trunk. Additionally, the ARM 
(Assault Rifle and Light Machine Gun) 
version is equipped with a bipod good 
enough for field or competition. 

The Galil AR, ARM and SAR in both 
5.56 NATO and 7.62 NATO are now 
imported into the U.S. by Magnum Re- 
search Inc., 2825 Anthony Lane 
South, Minneapolis, MN 55418. The 


selective-fire versions are available for 


law enforcement sales. More interesting 
are the AR and ARM models in semi- 
automatic only, marketed by Magnum 
Research. Whether your choice is .223 
or .308, Magnum Research Inc. has 
both caliber models of the Galil for sale. 

Every feature of the Galil rifle is 
engineered for dependability. My test 
Galil ARM in 5.56 NATO has proven to 
be the best 5.56mm rifle I have ever 
used. The fact that it works and shoots 
so well should come as no surprise. Bat- 
tlefield-tested and refined in the Middle 
East desert, South African bush and 
Central American jungles, the Galil is 
first choice of all who use it. 

The Galil AR, ARM and SAR repre- 
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Hackathorn’s Survival Pick: 
5.56mm Galil 


Galil ARM: A refined Kalashnikov made in Israel chambers the more 
powerful 7.62 NATO cartridge. Photo: Magnum Research, Inc. 


‘| sent the results of adapting the good’ 


points of the Kalashnikov rifle and im- 
proving on the bad points. While the 
current-issue ARM and SAR are favor- 
ites, the last year has seen some im- 
provements upon the original Galil. 
The Galil is made under license by 
not only the South Africans, but also by 
the German firm of Rheinmetall. Called 
the “Dutch” model Galil, the Rheinme- 
tall-manufactured weapon has been 
submitted to the European NATO trials. 
The latest version of the Galil to get 
my interest is the one made under li- 
cense by the Swedish firm of FFV. This 
FFV 890C rifle is very closely related to 


| the Israeli-produced Galil SAR. The 


Swedes have used the shortened gas 
system of the SAR, but retained a 
longer barrel to utilize both bayonet and 
rifle grenades. A modified front hand- 


| guard is used to provide a secure grip- 


ping surface for use with gloves or mit- 
tens. An enlarged trigger guard is also 
standard for the same reason. The FFV 
890C is finished with a gray-green 
epoxy finish to blend in better with most 
battlefield environments. 

Most critical is the fact that the ord- 
nance experts at FFV decided to use a 


1-in-9-inch twist barrel for the FFV 


FFV 890C — made under license in 
Sweden — copies Galil in 5.56 NATO. 
Photo: FFV Ordnance 


890C. This allows the use of either 
M-193 ball ammo or the newer SS-109 
ammunition. 

Regardless of which ammo is used, 
the FFV 890C with 1-in-9-inch twist 


‘barrel performs well. FNC and M16A2 


rifles with 1-in-7-inch barrels will shoot 
the SS-109 round, but give poor ac- 
curacy with M-193 ball ammo. : 

This compact, rugged and most relia- 
ble Galil in FFV 890C dress constitutes 
nearly the ideal example of .223 Sturm- 
gewehr. The Galil may not be cheap, 
but it is certainly the best. & 
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PARELLEX © BUY DIRECT AND SAVE 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 


Fast delivery! Most orders shipped within 72 hours of receipt. 


Order toll-free. 800-323-3233 


for Visa-Mastercard orders. 


NEW 


8-SHOT 
TEAR GAS - 
REVOLVER 


Fires 8-.22 cal. tear gas cartridges 

or blanks in seconds. You must be 

over 21 

#91000 BLUE-Sate Priced at only. . $ 

#91002 CHROME-Sale Priced at .. $ 

#91004 Hip Holster... 2... $ 
$ 
$ 


#91006 Tear Gas Cartridges (10). . . 
#91008 Extra-Loud Blanks-(100) . . . 


LITTLE 
BLACK BOX 


Waring this device is not to be used for surveil- 
lancel Automatically starts recorder when telephone 
is picked up. Records entire conversation, both 
sides... Then automatically stops recorder when 
phone is hung up! Can be attached anywhere along 
the line-plugs into ANY recorder and causes ab- 
Solutely no interference or noise on the phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 1” x 2” x 3". 

#90002 with alligator clip hook-up . $29.95 


#TR-150 with modular plug-in hook-up $29.95 


S.W.A.T. COMBAT 
MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS 
FOR YOUR SHOTGUN increase shell 
capacity to 7 (18 or tanger bbls.) 8 (20’ or 
longer bbls.), or 10 (26"’ or longer bbis.). Made 
for Remington 870, 1100; Winchester 1200; and 
Browning 5-A. Installs easily without alteration. 
Now used by the FBI, Secret Service, etc. Include 
make, model and gauge when ordering. 

7 OR 8 SHOT MODEL 
10 SHOT MODEL (Not available for 
Browning 5-A). .. . 


G.I. SHOTGUN 
CARTRIDGE 
POUCH 


Holds twelve shotgun shells. 0.0. green nylon 
with belt loops. Two snap closures. 
$ 4.95 


4 g 


NEW! 
MILITARY SURPLUS 

10160 G.I. Lensatic Compass W/Case $29.95 
10052 U.S. .45 Beit Holster, Black . $19.95 
10053 U.S. M-7 Shoulder Holster... $19.95 
10084 M-1949 Mountain Sleeping Bag $49.95 
10082 G.l. Anglehead Flashlight .. $ 4.95 
10000 G.I. .30Cal.AmmoCan ... $ 5.95 
90012 Peerless Military Police 

MAGUS. a ee $21.95 


40096 G.I. 0.0. Plastic Canteen. , $ 1.95 
10098 G.I. Nylon Canteen Cover .. § 6.95 
33261 Commando Nylon Wallat, Camo § 7.95 
11207 U.S.A-F. Sunglasses W/Case . $24.95 
1122 G1. 0.0. T-Shirt, S,M,L,XL. § 3.50 
1130 Camouflage T-Shirt, S, M, L, XL$ 5.95 
1121 USAF. L-2B Flight Jacket- 


Lightwaight Issue, Sizes: 
M, 


1140 USAF. MAA Flyer’s Jacket- 

Medium Weight Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

Available in Sage Green, Camo, Black $39.95 
1030 Jungle Combat Boots, Sizes: 6-13 

No Half Sizes. Specify Reg. 


OTAMVLOB EO oy sgeustiss os gagnicoeee $49.95 
10008 U.S.M.C. Camouflage Poncho $29.95 
10009 Camouflage Poncho Liner .. $29.95 


1104 New U.S. Army Woodland Pattern Camo 
Fatigues. “BDU'S" Sizes: 5, M, L, XL. 
Pants-$25.00 Jacket-$25.00. 

Vietnam Combat Harness Assembly 
Contains; Nylon Suspenders, ist Aid 

Case, Plastic Canteen & Cover, Intrenching 
Tool Carrier, 2-M-16 90-RO. Mag Pouches, 
Nylon Pistol Belt-Specify Medium or Large. 
10172A-Medium t0172L-Large . . $39.95 


*All items are new, genuine, not 
import junk! Do not be fooled by 
cheap, infarior imports! 
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MILITARY KNIVES 


GENUINE BRITISH COMMANOO KNIFE 
Made in Sheffield, England. Complete with metal 
tipped leather sheath, 


WORE ON I inj cee A Rs. wars $24.95 
U.S. MARINE CORPS COMBAT KNIFE 7” parker- 
ized blade with heavy-duty leather sheath. 
MOOS. gs es ke eee eels $15.95 
U.S. AIR FORCE SURVIVAL KNIFE 5” saw-back 
farkerized blade. Complete with leather sheath, 
thong and sharpening stone. 

ULE) caer $14.95 
KA-BAR 25TH ANNIVERSARY U.S.M.C. FIGHT- 
ING KNIFE Stamped U.S.M.C. and with the au- 
thentic KA-BAR Dlean, NY Trademark. Complate 
with genuine leather sheath. 

#02-1217 


BRAND NEW 
ORIGINAL G.I. M-65 
FIELD JACKET 
Available in Sizes: 

S, M,.L, XL. 

#11000 (S), #11001 (M), 
#11002 (L), #11003 
(XL) 0.0. GREEN $49.95 

#11046 (S), #11047 (M), 
#11048 (L), #11049 
(XL) WOODLAND 
CAMOUFLAGE . 95 

#11030 (S), #11031 Mh #11032 0, #11033 
(XL) Original G.I, M-65 Cold Weather 
Liners $16.95 


BARNETT 
“IMP” 
PISTOL 
CROSSBOW ¢& 


For indoor/outdoor target shooting. Extremely 
fast prod propels bolt accurately for consider~ 
able distance. Micro-adjustable sights, aluminum 
body, contoured pistol grips. Comes with two 
6a" target bolts. 
1PxX 


#M14S G.I, Pouch with 3 new 40-shot ae 
for Mini-14 39, 
#M16S Gl. Pouch with 3 new G.I. AR-15/M 8 
30-shot mags. -........ . $24.95 


cLipsef 
POUCHES | g 


#33006 AR-15/M-16 30-shot, G.I. 


7.95 

#33008 Ar-i5/M-16/AR-18 

40-shot steel... 2 ..,..... $24.95 
#39000 20-shot for Mini-f4 .... $ 9.95 
#33002 30-shot for Mini-14 .... $12.95 
#33003 40-shot for Mini-l4 .... $24.95 
#33010 Browning Hi-Power 9mm pistol, 

1S°SHOtE «sheen Gas « Cae $15.0 
#39451 Colt .45 auto, 7-shot.... $ 6.00 
#34515 Coit .45 auto, tl-shot ... $15.00 
#33204 25-shot for 10/22° Rifle. . $24.95 
#30052 50-round drum magazine for 

RUD EIIO(22© Wee, fisarn a cee 95 
#33215 Uzi mag, new condition, 9mm 

B2shOUNG! |. meus: cust e ngs 95 
#452M —G.|. Pouch with 2 new Gl. 

ColtMablmagsy.. «maersnaet 1.95 
#33002N 30-round Nickel Finish 

mag. for Mini-4®....0.... 95 
#33000N 20-round Nickel Finish 

mag. for Mini-t4@?.... 2... $12.95 


MINI 14° and10/22° are registeredtrademarks 
of Sturm, Ruger & Co. 


| _ BRAND NEW M-1 
| CARBINE ACCESSORIES 


#30018 15-shot Magazine .,... $ 3.00 
#30020 30-shot Magazine... ,. $ 
#30000 60-rd. Jungle Clip-(Clips ane 


shot clips together) ........ 5.9! 
#30002 Sling and Oiler....... $ 3.95 
#10102 15-rd. Magazine Pouch— 

holds 2-15 shot mags ....... $ 1.95 
#30024 30-rd. Magazine Pouch- 

holds 2 or 4-30 shat mags .... $ 5.95 
#30010 FlashHider......... $13.95 
#30006 Piston Nut Wrench... $ 3.95 
#30004 Scope Mount, no drilling 

OE HONING ee ce es we $14.95 
#013 Carbines, Cal. 30 

Technical Manual ..,...... § 5.95 
#70024 G.I. M-4 Carbine Bayonet 

W/MBAI Scabbard ......,.- $24.95 

Ww. I 


Exact reproduction —brass handle, 6” blade, Truly 
a collector's item. Check local laws before order- 
ing. You must be over 21. 


#700818 


BRAND NEW 
RIOT GUN PISTOL 
GRIP KIT 
The ultimate in firepower and shortness, 
Used extensively by Federal law enforcement i: 
ficers. Easy to install. Take off buttstock and 
replace with our pistol grip, For Rem. 870, Marlin 
120, Win. 1200, Mossberg Pump, High Standard 

Pump, Win. Mod. 12, and Ithica 97. 
(Please specify when ordering.) 
LSdoo oadipanoogeooron 


. $19.95 


THE BLACK BOOK 
OF DIRTY TRICKS 


“Improvised Munitions Handbook”, is the 
most sought after, heretofore impossible 
to obtain Army Manuai. includes reveal- 
ing chapters on: Improvised Explosives 
and Propellants; Mines & Grenades; Small 
Arms Weapons & Amora; artars & Rock- 
ets; Incendiary Oevices; Fuses; Ignition 
& Delay Mechanisms. Plus haw to man- 
ufacture Rocket Launchers, Pistals, Shot- 
guns, and Recoiless Rifles fram easy to 
obtain materials and much, much more! 
New expanded edition! Limited Number 
available! ORDER NOW! 

$10.00 ppd. 


MINI 14 ACCESSORIES 


#RM1 Rear Sight Tool, to aojest 


windage & elevation... ... § 9.95 
#RM2 Match Rear Sight, blue .... §$ 9.95 
#RM4 Flash Hider, Blue Steel. 

installs in seconds... .... $14.95 
#RMB Stainless Steel Flash Hider .. $19.95 
#RMB6 Extra Power Recoil Spring - 

Improves Feeding, reliability, 

Specify series 180, 181,182 .. $ 4.95 
#RM7 Ventilated Handguard .,., . $13.50 
#LSP-18 Manual for Mini 14... ., § 2.95 
BRITISH 
COMMANDO 
BATTLE 
JACKET 
LAST 
CALL! 


This attractive 
jacket is Brand 
New govern- 
ment surplus. 
A lightweight 
tugged, all- 
purpose jacket 
made of 0.0. 
color, denim. 
May never be 
available again. Sizes: S, M, L. 


“Please send height, chest and waist measure- 
ments for an exact fit. 
#B8CBJ Only 


KHAKI MILITARY 
WRIST WATCH 


Built to strict Mil-Spec. stand- 
ards by Hamilton Watch Com- 
pany. Water-resistant, shack- 
resistant, anti-magnetic,24hour /, 
diat-bright luminous dial, stain- 
less steel case & back with 
subdued non-glare finish, vibra- 
tion resistant, 17 jewel move- 
ment, special “Hack” feature, 
1 year warranty, Comes with 
0.0. and khaki strap. 

HW! $49.9: 


OROERING INFORMATION: Fill out coupon or separate sheet. Mail with payment. Add shipping or order will be delayed. BA, MC, may call 800-923-3233. 
Minimum phone order $25.00. Illinois, Alaska, Hawaii call 912-766-1150. PARELLEX CORPORATION, 1285 Mark St., Bensenville, ‘WI. 60106. For questions 


or information call 312-766-1150. © 1983 PARELLEX CORP. 


DD ie ER LEXC 4966 daerk St. Gengenvile, I. so1ce "ee 
Mail to: FPAIRELLEX()) 1285 Mark St., Bensenville, Ill. 60106 vept. 0s 
CORPORATION: 
Please send following: 
| QTY. NUMBER DESCRIPTION PRICE 
OOSEND CATALOG (Money Order (Check Enclosed SHIPPING $2.00 
D Visa/Bankamerica Card TOTAL 


INinots Residents 
Include 5.25% Sales Tax 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


=a 
I 
| GCHARGETO MY © Mastercard 
l 
| 
l 


STATE ZIP 


NEW 1983 FULL-COLOR CATALOG $1.00. FREE WITH ORDER. 


Order toll-free. 800-323-3233 for Visa-Mastercard orders. 


POEL TTT TTT eT TTT ee ore 


PHONE 


ALLE 
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EXCELLENCE IN FIREARMS TECHNOLOGY 


Modern technology —For more than a generation, HK, of 
Oberndorf, West Germany, has been a major pioneer in 
modern firearms design. 


Modern manufacturing —HK continues to be a leading 
manufacturer of advanced machine tools for the production 
of firearms and other precision equipment. 


Superior quality —HK designers, engineers, and pro- 
duction personnel daily are building upon the centuries old 
Oberndorf heritage of careful workmanship and rigid quality 
control that is required to manufacture reliable military and 
high quality sporting firearms. 


HK91-A-2 or the 
HK98 A-2 for only 


‘640 


@ Derived from the incomparable 7.62 x 51mm 


NATO G3, the HK91 and HK93 represent the 
most modern concept in semi-automatic sport- 
ing rifles available today. 
Key design features of the HK91 and HK93 
series include: 
@ Delayed blowback roller locked breech 
mechanism. 
e Rugged stamped steel construction. 
@ Durable synthetic buttstocks and 
handguards. 
Choice of caliber: 
HK91 .308 Winchester. 
HK93 .223 Remington. 
A large family of accessories. 


At HK the pursuit of excellence is a tradition and a way of life. 


@ The HK91 and HK93 systems are ideal for 
hunters, military target shooters, farmers and 
ranchers and law enforcement personnel: 

@ Proven accuracy out of the box for combat 
and target match shooting 

@ Simplicity of design to insure ease of mainte- 
nance without special tools 

e@ Standard setting performance and reliability 
Similarity of design of the HK91 and HK93 for 
an easy transition from one rifle to the other. 
Easily converted to .22LR with the accessory 
.22LR conversion kit. 


it Happened To Me: 


Tale Of A 
Lost Tall 


by Lt. Col. John F. Piowaty 
as told to M.L. Jones 


In 1967, Lt. Col. John F. Piowaty 
was a pilot with the 355th Tactical 
Fighter Wing, stationed at Takhii, 
Thailand. As he tells it: 


N 11 August, we were in the plan- 

ning room preparing for our 
afternoon strike against North Viet- 
nam, when an intel guy crossed out the 
targets on the big planning board and 
wrote in: PAUL DOUMER RR/HWY 
BRIDGE. 

The tension was electric. The mile- 
long bridge would be the best target 
we’d been allowed to hit since the 
Hanoi refinery raid a year before. And 
our planned pull-off would take us 
*downtown,”’ right over Hanoi! 

While we flight-planned, our ground 
crews were given only an hour to 
change the loads: drop six 750-pound 
bombs from the belly, download 
racks, upload belly tanks, swap wing 
pylons and upload two bridge-busting 
3,000 pounders. They did it — we all 
made our takeoff times. 
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Ain’t I the picture of cool, surveying the 
damage to my F-105. Note clipboard 
banging ankle. Photo: USAF 


Takeoff was at 1418, with a time-on- 
target (TOT) of 1600. (We always 
bombed on the even hour and half- 
hour. It was simpler for the planners at 
7th Air Force and the NVA gunners.) 
And guns were up that day; the skies 


were filled with flak, SAMs — and 
MiGs too. We watched a flight take off 
from North Vietnam’s untouchable 
Phuc Yen field to hassle our leader, 
Col. Bob White. White buttonhooked 
in to lay cluster bombs on the enemy 
guns. 

I rolled in through a gaggle of SAMs 
and an angry storm of 37, 57, 85 and 
100mm. I put the pipper dot of my 
bombsight on an imaginary spot in the 
river 60 feet north of the bridge — the 
offset I had figured from the forecast 
wind. It was best-guess — North 
Hanoi Weather Central wouldn’t give 
us their prognostications. I dropped 
the three-granders and pulled off. over 
the city. I didn’t look back for bomb 
damage assessment. I figured to stay 
low and give the gunners less of a view 
of my Mach | office. 

I headed out, 165 degrees, down- 
stream on the Red River for joinup. I 
was doing 650, closing on lead, when I 
noticed things the size of wine bottles 
lazily passing my canopy — 85mm! 

**You can’t hit me. I’m too fast and 
far away. I’m invincible.’’ And then I 
was hit. My F-105 Thunderchief lit up 
inside and out. One of those iron wine 
bottles had about blown my tail off. 

The citation given to my flight 
leader, Lt. Col. MacDonald, after the 
action, contains this line: ‘‘... he 
slowed to a suicidal speed to give aid to 
his injured wingman.’’ Actually, what 
Mac said was, ‘‘Damn it all, Bear 4, if 
you’d slow, down maybe we could 
catch up and give you some help!”’ 

The fire eventually went out. I 
brought the crippled bird back to 
Udorn, Thailand, on standby instru- 
ments with no stability augmenter. Us- 
ing emergency air brakes, I proceeded 
to blow a tire on landing. 

But most important, Mo Baker, in 
Kingfish flight behind me, said I put 
down the bridge span I was targeted to 
hit. Mission accomplished. & 


“stories should be 500 wo 
Upon publication, SOF 
er of all publication 


JUNE/83 


PALADIN st SECRETS OF THE NINJA 
33 ‘by Ashida Kim 


Are Ninja the ultimate warriors? Read Secrets of the Ninja and discover why this 
2,000-year-old sect of silent assassins has made headlines in the western world after 
centuries of claiming horrified respect in the Orient. Now Pajadin unveils the deepest, 
darkest secrets of these Wizards of Invisibility. A practicing Ninja himself, author Ashida 
Kim offers excellent, in-depth instruction in “Ninjitsu: The Silent Way.” Step-by-step 
explanations accompany over 160 graphic photos of Ninjain action. Ashida Kim teaches 
you all about meditation methods, principles of light and shadow, covert entry tech- 
niques, fighting multiple adversaries, Inpo (The Art of Hiding), Tonpo (The Art of 
Escaping), P’a Pu (Night Walking Ability), and many other esoteric Secrets of the Ninja. 
Weapons training (Sword, grappling hook, stars, knife) is also covered in this beautifully 
designed collector's volume. 5% x 82, hardcover, over 200 photos and diagrams. 
200 pp. $16.95 


LIVE OFF THE LAND 
IN THE CITY AND COUNTRY 
by Ragnar Benson 

An ail-new, practical guide written 
especially for survivalists and 
retreaters, Containing twenty 
chapters with over 100 photos and 
diagrams, Live Off the Land re- 
veais old Indian secrets and advice 
on survival medicine, firearms, 
preserving food, diesel generation 
and much more. 5% x 8%, hard- 
cover, itlus., 260 pp $16.95 


HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I SAS COMBAT SURVIVAL 


COMBAT Never before available to the pub~ 
SURVIVAL lic. An extremely useful, complete 


manual on physical and combat 
) | survival, training, and tactics. Con- | 


Fantastic, large-format guide to making an smg or pistol 
silencer in the home workshop. Over 509” x 12” working 
machinists drawings are presented, all of superb quality. 
Shows step-by-step construction for three different fire- 
arm silencers, all of very advanced design. Improvised 
materials and machining techniques are suggested, and 
the text is written clearly and concisely. An excellent 
addition to your silencer bookshelf! Note: Home Work- 
shop Silencers | is for entertainment and historical pur- 
poses only 9 x 12, softcover, illus., 72 pp. $12.00 


tains rare info on evading and si- 
lencing guard dogs, sabotage, 
intelligence gathering, survival 
navigation, primitive medicine, 
evasion and escape. animal traps, 
COURSE |NOTES and much more! 8% x 11, softcover, 
illus., 160 pp. $14.95 


BLACK MEDICINE 
by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

A thorough analysis of the human 
body’s vital points, and how to use 
them to your advantage during ail 
types of hand-to-hand combat. 
Ne i Also includes a chapter on the 
Las human vital points important to 
combat handgunners. Useful, fas- 

11s BRAS ot han cinating reading, particularly for 
Na Maahaer: Pht # «martial artists. 5% x 8%, softcover. 
illus., 92 pp. VOL. | $10.00 


SILENCERS, SNIPERS & ASSASSINS 
by J. David Truby 
Explosive interviews provide insight into the use of 
sitencers on missions of intrigue and assassination. Ex- 
CIA agents, U.S. Army Special Forces operatives and 
Marine snipers talk about the deadly role of the silencer 
in espionage, clandestine operations, and secret war. J. 
David Truby traces the development and usage of 
silencers from their invention tn 1908, through WWII 
resistance groups, to American snipers in the Korean 
conflict. 8% x 11, hardcover, 200 photos, 214 pp. $17.95 


THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Acomprehensive home workshop guide for the gun buff 
and hobbyist machinist. Over fifty working machinist's 
drawings, photos, and full-scale templates show exactly 
how to convert the AR-7 .22 survival rifle into a full-auto 
silenced machine pistol or rifle. Step-by-step instruc- 
tions detail howto modify the weapon's original receiver, 
fabricate new sear and safety, as well as make a simple, 
efficient silencer group assembly. 9% x 12, softcover, 
machinist's drawings, photos, full-scale templates, 
72 pp. $12.00 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
COMBAT HANDGUNNING 
by Chuck Taylor 
All aspects of combat handguns 
and their use are covered in this 
complete manual. Hundreds of ii- 
lustrations show using survival 
handguns, preparing the handgun 
for combat, caring for handguns, 
and handgun stopping power. An 
important firearms book for sur- 
vivalists and combat handgun 
owners. 8% x 11, softcover, illus.. 
200 pp $12.95 


S.W.A.T. TEAM MANUAL 

by Capt. Robert Cappel 
The first SWAT team manual ever 
published covers theories. tactics, 
and training techniques used by a 
first-rate SWAT team. Formerly re- 
stricted to police use only, this 
manual features over 100 illustra- 
tions outlining SWAT team tactics 
and ops. Covers: team and equip- 
ment selection, counter guerrilla 
ops, and more! 8% x 11, softcover, 
iltus., 150 pp. $12.00 


“COMBAT 
HANDGUNNING 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 
TECHNIQUES FM 31-20 

In every respect, except for the weatherproof cover and - 
handy pocket size, this is an exact reprint of the famous 
Army Field Manual 31-20. All itlustrations and every one 
of the 535 pages of vital information are included. Chap- 
ters include inteltigence. psych ops, raids and ambushes, 
communications, demolitions, survival, improvised 
weaponry, and much, much more! 4x 5, softcover, illus. 
535 pp. $14.95 


GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the meth- 
ods people use to get even with big 
business, government, and ene- 
mies. More sophisticated and in- 
volved tricks are included, such as 
ones devised by CIA and Mafia 
members and political dirty tricks- 
ters, Over 80 sections present dirty 
tricks ranging from simple to elab- 
orate in nature. 5% x 8%, hard- 
cover, 180 pp. $11.95 


THE MINI-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 


Use this new home workshop guide to convert your Mini 
into a selective-fire, silenced, SWAT-type weapon! Pro- 
vides complete workshop pians, 50 close-up photos, 
and full-scale tempietes. This conversion process re- 
quires no machining or special tools. Once completed, it 
takes just five minutes to drop in the Automatic Connec- 
tor (the book's secret!) or remove it as needed. Also 
includes detailed plans for a quick-and-easy caliber .223 
silencer. The finest seiective-fire conversion manual 
Paladin has ever published! 9 x 12, softcover, photos, 
templates, 72 pp. $12.00 


UP YOURS! 
by George Hayduke 
All-new, advanced revenge tech- 
niques and original dirty tricks 
from the author of Get Even. Here 
are the meanest, nastiest pranks 
for snakelike salesmen, nagging 
relatives, nosey neighbors, and all 
those people you love to hate. 
Read Up Yours! and start getting 
even today! 5% x 81%, hardcover, 
175 pp. $12.95 


ee ee ee | P10, 


PRES. 
Send $1 for latest} tS 
| PALADIN PRESS oe PALADIN, 7, 
(l PO BOX 1307—-BMF CATALOG, f ‘ 
BOULDER, CO 80306 Cation tree 
RANGER HANDBOOK .00 HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL. | | Phone (303) 443-7250 with order. 
SPECIAL FORCES THE SUBMACHINE GUN .... $10.00 - : : Ee 
HANDBOOK..... — $ 8.00 HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL. I q Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders; 1-800-824-7888; Ask for Opetator #249, 


NINJA DEATH TOUCH. . $10. THE HANDGUN 

THE PERFECT CRIME... .95 THE REVENGE BOOK ....,..... =3 
HOW TO KILL VOL. I* .00 FULL AUTO VOL. I (AR-15) . | Please send me the following titles: on 
HOWTO KILL VOL. If* .....,..$ 8.00 AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS 

HOW TO KILL VOL. I11* .$ 8 DESIGN BOOK I....... ~« | 


| in California, 1-800-852-7777; Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919. 


HOW TO KILL VOL IVv* +$ 8. AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS ; | LL —=<— . x ._ 

HOWTO KILL VOL. V* .. : A DESIGN BOOK If .. ee i 

(*NOT AVAILABLE IN CANADA) GET EVEN It ‘ | Bill my: VISA Q MasterCard Exp. Date ————— | 

i . oe ————— a ee ae SUBTOTAL __ 
a = eames a Pl includ 
— 7 "iz , 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED f & ADDRESS — - and handling. —__fj 
8) ee TOTAL 
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A FACE OF WAR. An Eugene S. 
Jones Production. Photography by J. 
Baxter Peters, Christopher Sargent 
and Eugene S. Jones. Sound by Robert 
Peck. Produced and directed by 
Eugene S. Jones. International 
Historic Films, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
29035, Chicago, IL 60629. VHS & 
Betamax formats, $59.00. Running 
Time: 77 minutes. Review by Bill 
Brooks. 


REATED from sights and sounds 


filmed and recorded in Vietnam, ' 


the events and circumstances of A Face 
of War were experienced by Mike 
Company, 3rd Battalion of the 7th 
Marine Regiment, Ist Marine Division, 
and are vepsesentative of the day-to- 
day encounters of American troops in 
the heartland of Vietnam in 1966. 

Producer-Director Eugene S. Jones 
and a crew of three men spent 97 days 
and nights with a platoon of Mike 
Company in making this film. This is 
believed to be the longest period any 
‘motion picture team has been with an 
infantry spearhead in any war. 

Jones is no newcomer to war; he has 
covered infantry action in five con- 
flicts. As a Marine in WWII, he was 
cited for service with an assault 
flamethrower squad on Iwo-Jima. As 
an NBC correspondent rushed to 
Korea within days of the outbreak of 
that war, he was the first to film com- 
bat from a jet fighter, participated in a 
bayonet charge on the enemy capital of 
Pyongyang, parachuted 38 miles 

| behind enemy lines in North Korea on 
a special UN rescue mission and climb- 
ed over the seawall of Inchon’s ‘‘Blue 
Beach One’’ with the first attack wave 
of Marines. The severe wound he 
received there made him the only 
civilian ever decorated with the Purple 
Heart by the U.S. Marine Corps. 

After Korea, Jones distinguished 
himself for NBC in other battle areas: 
He served three months in the field 
with a Free China guerrilla unit when 
reporting the Chinese Nationalist- 
Communist struggle; went to the in- 
terior of Northern Luzon to cover 
raids against the Philippine Huks; low- 
ered himself from a _ hovering 
helicopter to spend weeks in the jungle 
with 22nd SAS Regiment troopers in 
their fight against Malaya’s commu- 
nists; and saw fighting in the desert 
and at the Suez Canal during the 
Anglo-Egyptian conflict of 1956-7. 

Jones accompanied infantry of the 
French Foreign Legion during the bit- 
ter battles in the Tonkin Delta of In- 
dochina and witnessed the close of that 
war in 1954, one of the few correspon- 
dents remaining in Hanoi to the end. 
He has now made a total of five trips 
to Vietnam. 

More than half of Mike Company 
were killed and wounded during Jones’ 
97-day sojourn. Jones was wounded 
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IN REVIEW 


twice, his first cameraman once. 
The crew used radio microphones, 


| and as many as three portable sound 


cameras simultaneously, plus a new 
high-speed British film stock to cap- 
ture the reality of combat, not only 
during the day, but at night. The film 
is narrated exclusively by natural ‘on- 
location sounds, its story line growing 
from events as they occur. The theme 
is simple: to show the truths of war as 
experienced by its lowest common 
denominator — foot soldiers. 

The story embraces a twilight am- 
bush by the Viet Cong and a dawn raid 
by Marines; the death of a village 
child, and the birth of another; 
helicopter assaults and lonely patrols; 
the routine of life on a beleaguered 
hilltop outpost and the sudden silence 
of death from mines, booby traps and 
enemy gunfire through dry seasons and 
monsoon rains, combat and pacifica- 
tion, success and failure — all of it part 
of A Face of War. 

I cannot recommend this video 
cassette too highly. 


BODY COUNT. By Ted Meyer. Ex- 
position Press, Inc., 325 Rabro Dr., 
Smithtown, NY 11787-0817. 1982. 166 
pp. $8.50. Review by John Metzger. 


HIS novel by Ted Meyer is the 
story of three Americans — one 
hardcore NCO and two conscripted 
civilians — who wanted to do right by 
their country when Uncle Sam sent 
them to ’Nam. They return a scarred 


and confused trio that become ob- 
sessed with the bureaucratic bungling 
that ruined their lives. The anger 
builds. So what do our heroes do? 
Poison to death about 500 hospitalized 
vets, of course, to prove their point. 

*“Getting that body count, 
manners 

It goes on, and gets worse. If it’s the 
thought that counts, Meyer’s work 
may be a sympathetic attempt to show 


| America what Vietnam did to the 


brave men who Served there. But as a 
literary vehicle for this purpose, the 
book is unbelievable, poorly written 
and totally absurd. 
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Comin’ at you 
STRONG! 


ASSALILT 
SYSTEMS 


Super Gear 


BOW CASE 


#8BC Bow Case. Exterior arrow and 2 accessories compartments. 
49L x 17H x 1VeW. $75 


KG LY = r enitie 
* J Comet 


RIFLE & _ 11.02. waterproofed 
ey Cordura nylon in choice 


of black or Camo. Fully 
padded. 2” nylon web 
carrying handles. Heavy 
‘duty YKK nylon, 
lockable zipper. 


Leaf Camouflage ...and weapon. 


#ARC Assault Rifle Cases. Cus- 
tomized for all Assault Rifles including 
collapsible stock models. 5 Outside 
Mag pouches plus compartment for 
handgun, scope, bipod, etc. $65 


#SWC Special Weapons Cases. 337 
39” and 48” length models to fit all riot 
shotguns, scoped rifles, other weap- 
ons. Outside compartments for hand- 
gun, ammo, knives and accessories, 
$65 


#SMGC Submachine Gun Case. For 
UZI, Ingram Mac 10 & 11. 6 Outside 
Mag pouches plus handgun and ac- 
cessories compartment. $60 


#RC Rifle Case. Three sizes ideal 

for most conventional rifles and 
shotguns, Military spec, welded black “D" rings. 
#RC42 (42") $37.95; #RC4B (48") $39.95; 
#RC52 (52”) $41.75. 


SLINGS PADDED 


#SS68 
$11.95 


#SAC Special Agents Case. For 
anything and everything. Holds short 


HSSOB ye eee e reer ees ee neces 


ste ASSALILT 
gun sting (black or ™ 


camo) halds 10 shells. 
#AS68 padded Assault 
Rifle sling (black or camo). 
#SASS all-purpose biack strap 
with removable pad—42” or 52° 
#HKS black 14” nylon web sling 
for H&K weapons. * 


Send Dealer FFL or 
Law Enforcement Dept. letterhead. 
LAW ENFORCEMENT & 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Exp. Date.___+——s- Card # 


Name. 


Address. 
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SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL. INC. 
826 HORAN DRIVE @ ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2478 


: TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-325-3049 


MISSOURI RESIDENTS: 1-314-343-3575 


#ARSB back 14%" nylon web Please send me the following: F6 
M-16 sling for most rifles and Pls 83 per ordre postage ia : 
#MACS shotguns. #MACS 38" MAC MasterCard, Visa, AmEx, Money 
$5.00 SMG 1%" biack nylon sling Order, Check or C.0.0.—merch. held \———___-_ = 
‘ adaptable for many other uses. for clearance of checks not certified. Bill my: Ci Master Card [J Visa [] AmEx 


#SWC SPECIAL WEAPONS 
CASES (337 397 48") 


P10 10° 
P12 12” 
P14 14” 
P20 20" 


#ARC ASSAULT 
RIFLE CASES 
(337 417 48”) 


SUBMACHINE 
GUN CASES 


Guaranteed Tough Custom Cases 


Strong 11 oz. Cordura nylon, super K-Kote waterproofed, 1” foam padding pro- 
tects weapon, nylon thread-double stitched at seams, military spec. welded 
black D rings and hardware, nylon YKK lockable zipper, 2” nylon web carrying 
handle and detachable/adjustable padded shoulder strap, hook and loop com- 
partment closures. Unconditionally guaranteed. Specify Black or Vietnam 


barrel UZi, Mac 10 & 11. Fully padded 
main compartment. Outside pocket. 
$46.95 


#P Pistol Cases. ¥%4" Foam padded, 
full opening, lockable, water-proofed 
nylon handles. #P10 10” $11.50; 
#P12 12" $13; #P14 14” $14.50; #P20 
20” $16. 


MORE! 

Gear Bags of every size and descrip- 
tion. Holsters for shoulder, belt and 
ankle. Accessories, including shirts, 
hat, wallets and more. All are included 
in the new full color 16-page Assault 
Systems catalog, ..and ail are guaran- 
teed Assault Systems tough! 


Send $2.00 for 
complete Assault 
Systems catalog— 

free with order. 
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OF IN 
SOVIET PRESS... 

A reader sent us the following arti- 
cle from Moscow News Information, a 
semi-weekly Moscow newspaper. Lit- 
eraturnaya Gazeta, mentioned in the 
article, is a weekly Moscow news- 
paper published by the Soviet Writer's 
Union. The following excerpt ap- 
peared in late December ’82: 


LIEUT.-COL. BROWN SHOWS 

UP THE STATE DEPARTMENT 

Is the United States engaged in an 
undeclared war against Afghanistan? 
Certainly not, is the State Depart- 
ment’s stock answer. Literaturnaya 
Gazeta has given the lie to this con- 
tention by publishing an incriminatory 
Photo which first appeared in the Sol- 
dier of Fortune magazine, depicting 
American Lieutenant-Colone! Robert 
Brown, flanked by Afghan counter- 
revolutionaries, firing a, machine-gun 
on the Afghan Kopkia border outpost. 

Brown is by no means a petty ad- 
venturist. He publishes the mercen- 
aries’ mouthpiece, Soldier of Fortune, 
and is also closely linked with the CIA 
and Pentagon intelligence. At their 
bidding, Brown is smuggling Ameri- 
can spies into Afghanistan and has 
even set up a dollar fund for arms and 
purchases for Afghan counter-revolu- 
tionaries. 

In addition he is now soliciting for 
the latest weapons of terror and sabo- 
tage — such as poison gas pistols, 
pistols with silencers and special 
needles carrying poison — in concen- 
trated quantities for particularly im- 
portant assassinations to be made 
available to counterrevolutianaries. 
This, in fact, adds up to the use of 
American chemical and bacteriologi- 
cal weapons against the Afghans. 

The State Department, however, 
continues to deny the hard facts. 

Meanwhile, SOF is still collecting 

money for the Afghan Freedom Fight- 

ers Fund. (We don’t send poison-gas 
pistols or needles, or weapons of any 
type, but we do give the money to the 
mujahideen leaders to purchase 
weapons with.) Contributions should 
be sent to: Soldier of Fortune, Attn: 
Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund, P.O. 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


OF IN 
CENTRAL AMERICA... 

Seven SOF staff members, includ- 
ing Editor-Publisher Robert K. Brown, 
Art Director Craig Nunn, Associate 
Editor John Metzger, Military Affairs 
Editor Alex McColl, Explosives- 
Demolitions Editor John Donovan, 
Ralph Edens and Paramedic Opera- 
tions Editor Dr. John Peters, recently 
returned from a two-week tour of 
Guatemala and Et Salvador. They es- 
tablished valuabie contacts for SOF in 
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BOARD 


by Donna DuVall 


BULLETIN 


SOFers with MC1-1B parachutes ready 
for jump in front of El Salvadoran Air 
Force DC-3 jump plane. From left to 
right are: Robert K. Brown, Alex 
McColl, John Donovan, Ralph Edens, 
John Metzger, Craig Nunn and 
unidentified American vacationer. 


the two war-torn countries and also 
found the time to jump with their air- 
borne units, receiving both Guate- 
malan and Salvadoran air wings. 

An in-depth report will appear in 
July’s SOF, but to keep readers pos- 
ted on this critical area of the Amer- 
icas, Brown and Company provided 
the following observations of Guate- 
mala and El Salvador. 

A short, but thorough tour of Guate- 
mala convinced SOF that President 
Jose Efrain Rios Monit’s civic-action 
program (see “Bullets and Beans in 
Guatemala,” SOF, March ’83, p. 84) is 
making steady progress. The real 
struggle is to integrate the Indian 
population into the political and cultur- 
al mainstream of Guatemalan life, and 
from what SOF saw, the government 
program is successful. Thousands of 
Guatemalan Indians have returned to 
their villages in Guatemala from so- 
called refugee camps in Mexico run 
by communist guerrillas. 


SOF was fortunate to be able to: 
interview some of the returning In- 
dians, and their story sharply con- 
tradicts charges that the Guatemalan 
government is oppressing the Indians. 
No one in the SOF entourage is fluent 
in Guatemalan Indian dialects, but 
that didn’t prevent them from observ- 
ing that — in a country where most 
left-wing sources ciaim that the peo- 
ple are openly hostile to the govern- 
ment and army — the Indians genu- 
inely liked the government troops and 
appreciated the protection they pro- 
vided from the guerrillas. Besides, if 
the government didn’t feel that the !n- 
dians were on their side, they wouldn't 
be arming them, which is an important 
part of the counterinsurgency pro- 
gram of Rios Montt. 

One curious note is why a number 
of U.S. Congressmen and Senators 
saw fit to condemn the Guatemalan 
government in letters to the State De- 
partment just before the meeting of 
the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights, charging that the Rios 
Montt government “had not moved 
decisively to restore respect for 
human rights and democracy ... and 
that thousands of Guatemalan farm- 
ers were under protracted siege by 
the army in the town of San Martin, 
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Jinotepeque in Chimaltenango De- 
partment.” 

A reporter for Jack Anderson who 
was in the area at the time of the 
alleged siege says that these allega- 
tions are false and that the siege did 
not in fact occur. 

The Guatemalan government can 
defeat the leftist guerrillas and restore 
order and stability to the country, but it 
shouldn't have to battle blatant lies 
intended to turn the American public 
against the current government — es- 
pecially when it is clear that Rios 
Montt's government is making great 
headway toward eliminating human- 
rights violations. 

The SOF staffers then flew to El 
Salvador, where they found a similar, 
but much more critical situation. 
Before heading out into the country to 
investigate, however, the staffers (ex- 
cept for Doc Peters who returned to 
the States early because of an injury 
sustained in the Guat jump) jumped 
with the newly organized Salvadoran 
Airborne Battalion, which is under the 
command and control of the Air Force, 
and earned their wings. 

Based on discussions with Salva- 
doran officials about how SOF could 
contribute to their efforts to defeat the 
leftist guerrillas and stabilize El Salva- 
dor, SOF is embarking on our own aid 
program to El Salvador. SOF has 
agreed to: 1) help sponsor an or- 
phanage operated by the Salvadoran 
Air Force; 2) research the possibility 
of getting various veterans’ organ- 
izations to sponsor specific airborne 
units and 3) put together a medical 
maintenance team to instruct the Sal- 
vadoran Army in the care and main- 
tenance of medical equipment. Right 
now, SOF is anticipating a seven-to- 
10 day tour of Ei Salvador by qualified 
personnel (former U.S. Army person- 
nel with MOS 35G, 35S and 35T). 
SOF will pay expenses but no sala- 
ries. (Individuals interested in any of 
the above should contact Alex McColl 
or Tom Reisinger at SOF, P.O. Box 
693, Boulder, CO 80306, or (303) 
449-3750.) 

“It is imperative that SOF readers 
and the American public become 
aware that a war for control of all of 
Central America is being fought. It is 
not just a case of isolated guerrilla 
wars in El Salvador, Guatemala and 
Nicaragua,” Brown warns. 

“El Salvador is to Guatemala and 
Honduras what Nicaragua has been 
to E! Salvador. If El Salvador falls, 
Sandinista- and Cuban-supplied guer- 
rilla activity will increase in Guatemala 
until it falls, and Mexico won't be far 
behind.. If Americans think the prob- 
lem of illegal aliens from Mexico is 
bad now, just wait until hundreds of 
thousands more attempt to flee north- 
ward from a leftist regime. It takes no 
great imagination to see the serious 
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ramifications for America.” 

The war for Central America will be 
won or lost as much in Washington as 
on the ground. The left-wing guerrilla 
supporters and press have orches- 
trated a sophisticated and effective 


propaganda and disinformation cam- | 


paign to isolate the anti-communists 
in Central America from U.S. support 
by manipulating public opinion 
through the media and by lobbying on 
Capito! Hill. 

It is imperative that SOF readers 
write, in their own words, letters of 
support for U.S. aid to El Salvador 
and send them to the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee (2170 Rayburm 
Bldg., Washington DC 20515) and 
the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee (42299 Dirksen Bldg., Wash- 
ington, DC 20510). SOF also en- 
courages readers to send a copy of 
their letters to the president, and 
their congressmen and senators. To 
find out the Washington addresses 
of the congressmen or senators, 
contact your local newspaper. Let- 
ters supporting increased aid to El 
Salvador should also be sent to local 
newspapers, radio and TV editors. 

“Such efforts do not go unno- 
ticed,” Brown promises. ‘Senator 
Chris Dodd (D-Conn.), who opposes 
aid to El Salvador, says that he has 
received thousands of letters oppos- 
ing U.S. aid to El Salvador, and only 
four or five supporting it. Balance 
out this inequity. Let our leaders 
know how Americans really feel 
about the critical situation in Central 
America. Individual letters to law- 
makers and the media are important 
— they are read and do influence 
decisions.” 

SOF is considering organizing a 
tour of El Salvador and Guatemala 
for a serious look at the military-so- 
cial-economic-political problems 
of the two Central American coun- 
tries. Anyone interested in more in- 
formation on this should contact 
SOF, Attn: Central American Tour, 
at the address listed above. 


AM-3s 
IN CUBA... 

About 140 SAM-3 missiles were 
recently delivered to Cuba from the 
Soviet Union, ending the second 
straight year of massive infusions 
of Soviet arms into the Caribbean 
island. The SAMs will strengthen 
Havana's air defenses. 

Additional military shipments 
last year included a couple of 
MiG-21 jets. Cuba already has over 
200 MiGs in its air force.’ 

The Soviets delivered over 66,000 
tons of weapons to Cuba in 1981, 
and Pentagon sources estimate that 
the 1982 deliveries, which may total 
more than $1 billion, exceeded that. 


The SAM-3 missiles are armed 
with high-explosive warheads, and 
have an effective range of 25 miles 
against fighter planes flying at an 
altitude less than 49,000 feet. 

The SAM-3s and MiGs are addi- 
tions to a Soviet-supplied arsenal 
that has made Cuba by far the 
strongest militagy force in the Ca- 
ribbean. Other weapons that the So- 
viets have sent to Cuba include 
SAM-6 missiles (range: 22 miles) 
and SAM-2s (range: 25 miles). Both 
the Soviet Union and Cuba maintain 
that the arsenal is necessary to pro- 
tect Cuba from a U.S. invasion. 


helping aA 


My make it 
iy py sight 


EN FOR 
ALL SEASONS... 

Soldier of Fortune received Christ- 
mas greetings from the Marines of 
2nd Platoon, K Company, 3rd Bat- 
talion, 8th Marines, stationed in 
Beirut, Lebanon. The card, which de- 
picts Marines raising a Christmas tree 
a la lwo Jima, came in acknowledg- 
ment of the 200 complimentary copies 
of SOF which we send each month to 
the Marines in Lebanon. The Marines 
in Lebanon are, as the card states, 
“helping make it right”; and that's no 
easy task in Lebanon. 


I[ANCHI 
$40,000 GIVEAWAY. . . 

Pistoleros competing in major prac- 
tical events in 1983 may be eligible to 
compete for the $40,000 in cash that 
Bianchi Gunleather will be giving 
away to lucky winners. 

Each of the top 200 competitors 
who use their Bianchi gunfeather dur- 
ing all events in the top six practical 
pistol matches in 1983 (including the 
SOF match 5-7 October in Las Vegas) 
will earn $120 in cash, paid $20 per 
event. Competitors finishing in the 
upper 20 places will earn an additional 
$100; third-, second- and first-place 
finishers will earn an additional $500, 
$750 and $1,000 respectively. A con- 
sistent Bianchi champion could eam 
as much as $7,000. 

The six matches that comprise the 
Bianchi ‘$40,000 Proposition” are: 
the Bianchi Cup International Pistol 
Tournament; the Second Chance Po- 
lice Combat Shoot; The Steel Chal- 
lenge Pistol Tournament; the IPSC 


Continued on page 85 
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HETHER it be cutting the han- 
: dle off toothbrushes, ditching 
equipment thought to be nonessential 
or shorting himself on field rations, 
weight considerations are the ground- 
pounder’s greatest concern and com- 
plaint. Weight parameters are an im- 
portant element in all modern military 
small-arms design programs. We need 
examine only one example from the 
past to see how far we have come in 
this area. 

The First World War saw the ma- 
chine gun rise to devastating pro- 
minence. Automatic weapons using the 
cartridge’s counter-recoiling forces to 
Operate the mechanism had already 
been on the scene for some time. In- 
ventions by Sir Hiram Stevens Maxim, 
John Browning, Laurence V. Benet, 
Henri A. Mercie, Andreas Schwarzlose 
and others had given most of the ar- 
mies of Europe an array of firepower 
whose proper use was still an enigma to 
the tradition-bound officer classes of 
the 20th century’s first decades. They 
were still debating the merits of the 
lance versus the saber in a cavalry 
charge, while consigning the machine- 
gun batteries to the regions outside the 
old boys’ club. 

The German army entered the war in 
1914 with not more than 2,000 Maxim 
MG 08 machine guns. Although a me- 
dium machine gun in today’s parlance, 
by virtue of its 7.92mm rifle caliber 
cartridge, the MG 08 was a brute in 
size and weight. Complete with its 
clumsy sled mount and water in the 
jacket, the MG 08 weighs in at over 90 
pounds, empty. Not exactly ideal for 
tripping through the tulips of no-mian’s 
land out in front of the trenches. 

However, the Maxim machine gun 
was inspired. Recoil-operated and gas- 
assisted, it was strong and dependable. 
During Austrian trials of the Maxim in 
the 1890s, 200,000 rounds were fired 
with practically no stoppages, with the 
greatest number fired at one time 
through a single gun being 35,000. 

The Maxim was first used by the 
British in the Rhodesian Matabele war 
of 1893. A detachment of 50 men with 
four Maxims defended themselves 
against 5,000 warriors who charged 
them five times in 90 minutes. The 
Matabele were stopped each time less 
than 100 yards in front of the British 
lines. They left over 3,000 dead. 

Soon after WWI commenced, the 
Germans realized that tactical condi- 
tions required a more portable 
machine gun. The British had the 
Lewis LMG (28 pounds with bipod), 
and the Americans and French had the 
failure-prone, but light (18 pounds), 
Chauchat. In haste, the Germans chose 
to modify the Maxim 08. Developed by 
Col. von Merkatz, the MG 08/15, as it 
was called, was standardized in 1915 
and by 1916 began to appear in some 
numbers on the battlefield. 

The MG 08/15 differs from the MG 
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08 in the following ways. A non- 
adjustable, but detachable, bipod 
replaced the cumbersome sled mount. 
The bipod was mounted just forward 
of the receiver, where it afforded max- 
imum lateral maneuverability, but 
minimum fire control. A shoulder 
stock was fitted to the rear of the 
receiver, replacing the spade grips. 

A pistol grip and trigger were placed 
under the receiver. The thickness of the 
receiver’s side plates was reduced to 
further lighten the weapon. The di- 
ameter of the water jacket was reduced 
and the capacity diminished from eight 
to six pints. The rear sight was changed 
and a heavy leather assault sling was 
provided. A drum-type belt carrier, 
which contained a 100-round cloth 
belt, was attached to the right side of 
the receiver. 

The German decision to stay with 
the Maxim design simplified produc- 
tion of the new LMG and reduced the 
training period for troops in the field. 
Both factors were important con- 
siderations, as the Maxim machine 
gun’s design was complex. 

With a cyclic rate of 500 rpm, the 
08/15 was an effective weapon, inflict- 
ing great casualties on the Allied 
forces. The German machine-gunners 
were outstanding, brave men and the 
pick of the German Army. But man 
himself was no longer lord and master 
of the battlefield. 


MG 08-15: One 
Heavy Muther 


Ce 
« “ 


With the ascent of the machine gun 
in WWI, the individual no longer 
counted for much. If a machine gun 
could impersonally wipe out a whole 
battalion of men in a few minutes, of 
what meaning were the old concepts of 
glory, heroism and chivalry? It has 
been estimated that 30 percent of 
WWI’s casualties were caused by 
machine guns. 

While used with horrific effect 
against Allied advances, the 08/15 was 
less than ideal as an assault machine 
gun. With water in its jacket and a full 
load of ammo in its belt carrier, the 
08/15 weighed close to 58 pounds! 
Now, that’s something to groan about. 
The M60 GPMG weighs 23 pounds 
(empty) and the new M249 SAW only 
15.5 pounds (empty). We’ve done 
much to ease the load for troops 
humping through the bush. 

The Germans continued after WWI 
to regard the 08/15 highly. In the 1930s 
the MG 08/15’s feed block was altered 
so that it could accept either the 
original Maxim cloth belt or the new 
Gurt 33, a non-disintegrating metallic 
link belt developed for the MG 34. The - 
MG 08/15 was even used to a con- 
siderable extent as a substitute stan- 
dard during WWII. It is gone now, yet | 
was an important chapter in the history 
of military small arms — just be 
grateful you didn’t have to hump this 
heavy muther. 


JUNE/83 


SILENT PARTNER... 
...does it again! 


BODY ARMOR YOUR WAY! 

The people who brought you the 
world’s most wearable armor intro- 
duce the most innovative body armor 
concept since the invention of Kev- 
lar®— armor YOU can configure to 
meet your precise needs, and re- 
configure when those needs change! 
(Yes, competitors, a patent is pend- 


ing. 

+) REAT-ZONED® armor permits 
you to choose from as many as nine 
different configurations, from the enor- 
mously popular standard front-and- 
back Level I* coverage to the widest 
side-coverage Level !!* on the market 
— a full 25 inches edge to edge! And 
all styles fit into a new version of the 
extremely comfortable Silent Partner 
T-shirt carrier! (Current Silent Partner 
owners: watch your mail for a special 
offer permitting you to expand your 
standard model armor to THREAT- 
ZONED armor at a special price!) 

As always, we use only the style 
and weave of Zepel — waterproofed 
Kevlar recommended by the federal 
government for police armor, even 
though it is by far the most costly. 
And, as always, we continue to offer 
our products at prices the competi- 
ftlon doesn’t even try to match! 


HERE’S HOW IT WORKS! 

For front-and-back Level | cover- 
age order the STANDARD Model (two 
nine-layer armor panels and the 
standard carrier) for only $99.95. The 
dotted line in the photo shows front 
coverage area. 

To upgrade Standard armor to Lev- 
el til, order additional STANDARD 
armor panels at $44.95 ea. 

To obtain side coverage, order a 
DOUBLE-WIDE® unit (one standard 
back panel, one double-wide front 


A a ea 

GNVISTATE— - 

BaNTORE— bod 
J Gheek* Mall to: 
Money order Silent Partner, Inc. 
0 VISA 230 LAFAYETTE ST. 
CO Mastercard GRETNA, LA 70053 
0 Amex *Ptaxse allow 3 weeks for check cheering 


CREDIT CARD CUSTOMERS: Get expedited shipment on VISA, 
Mastercard and American Express card orders by calling our 
24-hour toll-free number: 


1-800-328-3890, Ext. 6028 
{CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY, PLEASE) 
For dealer or technical information, phone (504) 366-4851 


* The NILECJ Standard ratings of Silent Partner armor have been 
independently verified by H. P. White Laboratories. Write us for 
coples of the H. P. White test results. 
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THREAT-ZONED 


Modular’ Armor 


panel and the TZ/DW carrier) for just 
$149.95. The entire highlighted area 
in the photo is the coverage area for 
DOUBLE-WIDE armor. (For compari- 
son, the photo is of a man about 5'11” 
and 165 Ibs.) 

For the maximum protection, (front, 
side and back Level Il) order DOU- 
BLE-WIDE II (two nine-layer double- 
wide panels, two standard back pan- 


(JC) Jungle Gamo {DC)DesertCamo (W) Undercover White (B) Ninja Biack 


els and one TZ/DW carrier) at only 
$249.95, 

Or, for the most configurable model 
of all, order a THREAT-ZONED® unit 
(two standard nine-layer panels, a 
double-wide panel and a TZ/DW car- 
rier) at $179.95. You can wear it as 
a Standard, Double-wide or Level II 
front protection model simply by add- 
ing or removing armor panels! 


(Order your normal T-shirt size) 


(1) Standard units 
@ $99.95 ea 


Available in 4 colors 


(2) Extra T-shirt Carrier(s) 
$22.95 ea. Qi 


(Order your normal T-shirt size) : 


{3) Threat-Zoned units 
@ 179.95 ea. Oty. 


Mark quantities by style: 


{4) Double-Wide units 
@ $149.95 ea, 


Qty. 


(5) Double-Wide Ii units 
@ $249.95 ea. 


Mark quantities by styte: 


a! 


(6) Extra Garriers (OW/Tz) |} 
$24.95 ea. Qi 


(7) Extra Armor Panel 
(Double-Wide} 
_ @ $89.95 ea. 


Qty 


___ {Please note: 


(8) Extra Armor Panels 
(Standard) 
@ $44,95 ea. 


Qty. 


ERRORS AND EXCHANGES. 


DOUBLE-WIDE & THREAT-ZONED available in White only 


by an euthorization number. 


PLEASE DOUBLE-CHECK QUANTITIES, SIZE, STYLES, 
CQLORS AND AMOUNTS TO AVOID UNNECESSARY 


All returns must be accompanied 


5.00 


Shipping and Handling 
6% Sales Tax (La. res, oniy) 


TOTAL 3 
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LAZARUS 


THE BOOK, PLAY 


OR MOVIE 


Operation Lazarus /Omega 
bi | 


THE CAST 


GING Laotian warlords who remain as 
treacherous and venal as they were 
before Laos fell to the communist Pathet Lao 

and North Vietnamese. 

Dirty Harry (Clint Eastwood) and Captain 
Kirk (William Shatner). 

Operatives of the CIA and DIA — or so 
some Say. 

Shadowy American soldiers of fortune and 
misfortune who don’t trust one another much 
— heroes or hypes hoping for a fast buck? 

An equally shadowy Vietnamese resident of 
Thailand, conductor of an underground 
railroad into communist-controlled 
Southeast Asia. 

Two daughters of American pilots missing 
in action in Southeast Asia. 

Litton Industries, America’s 11th largest 
defense contractor. 


A Chinese resident of Kuala Lumpur, 
supposedly a Tong leader and a member of 
the Chinese Mafia. 

Guerrilla chieftains who combine anti- 
communism and greed. 

Combat-experienced American soldiers, 
most former Green Berets but one ex-airman 
nicknamed “Doctor Death.” 


THE DIRECTOR 


Former Lt. Col. James G. “Bo” Gritz. 


THE REVIEW 


Coming 12 May in Soldier Of Fortune’s 
first extra issue to newsstands only for $3 
— or send $3.50 to SOF, Dept. Gritz, 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


Viet Nam Jungle Boot 


Rubber lug sole and heel vulcanized to canvas upper. Steel 
reinforced sole — Nylon webbing on sides and top. Steel 
shank — Leather inner sole. Available in D Width Only. 


Order No. Size 
26300 
26301 CUTLERY AND SPORTING GO 
26302 


co: o0e06 gf. BUY DIRECT AT FACTORY 
Be ace 32-4 j. WHOLESALE PRICES 


$19.95 a — = 
Our Price Outdoorsmen and ex- | 3 


Marines will want this : 


popular-priced famous KA-BAR ~ 
U.S.-M.C. fighting knife. 


Order No. 02122 
Model No. 02-1217 — The blade is of finest 
quality high carbon steel with strikings of 
U.S.M.C, and the authentic KA-BAR, Olean, 
N.Y. trademark. The handle is highly polished. 
Comes with a genuine leather sheath, also a 
replica of the original. ZAPAR EMIS 
aa. 
$39.95 List Price ~ : 


$24.00 Our Price 


‘Macho Meany’ 
Famous ‘Macho Meany’ 


Three-Man Hexagon Tent With Rainfly + Exclusive from Timberwolf 
Order No. 03401 Y Order No. 01165 

@ 87” x 100” size @ Fire retardant breathable rip-stop nylon @ Designed for ./' 5%" closed, stainless steel, 
added space and greater wind resistance @ Great for year-round use @ 52” . chrome plated handle. 

center height allows ampie head room & hexagon shape makes for added floor sg OF , ‘ 

space @ American made jointed fiberglas pole @ Roomy interior pouches for out $29.95 List Price 
of the way storage @ Stove vent permits uses of a heater or stove when tent is $ 16.95 Our Price 
closed @ Zippered cooking hole in tent floor @ Large rear mesh window @ 

Zippered mesh front door @ 22” urethane coated side walls @ 87” x 100” floor 

size @ 38” front door height @ 52” center height ¢ Weighs only 7 Ibs. 8 oz. @ 

Set-up instructions included @ Nylon carrying bag @ Poly bag with insert. 


(= 


$139.00 List Price 


$59.95 Our Price 


pdeiett satecndtieasl * i Instant Body Guard 

" j ; x (Official Weapon of Japanese Police) 
Order No. 15380 
Heavy steel construction. Snaps open with a simple flick of the wrist. 
Siam tip on floor for easy closing. 


$29.95 List Price $15.95 Our Price 


Barnett IMP 
Order No. 12251 
The ‘IMP’ Pistol Crossbow was originally designed for indoor use. Browning Super Water Proof Boots 


However, with our redesigned 30 Lb. draw weight product, target Browning waterproofs are fully insulated from top to toe 
shooting out of doors becomes an exciting venture. The extremely fast with %-inch thick open cell foam and lined with satin 


product propels the bolt surprising distances. Micro adjustable sights, smooth nylon tricot. Black, reinforced semi-cleated 
die-cast aluminum body and contoured pistol grips accent the quality. crepe. Seamless toe D widths. Sizes 7-14. BROWNING 


$69.95 List Price $49.95 Our Price $119.00 List Price 


The ‘IMP* pistol crossbow is nof sultabie for children and is intended $69.00 


primarity for target shooting. It is nof designed for any form of game Pri 
shooting and should under no circumstances be so used. Our ice 


IMP Pistol Bolt Order No. Size 
Order No. 12258 12500 
Molded polypropylene shaft 12501 
with integral vanes. Fitted 12502 
with target point. Set of 10. 12503 
: : 12504 
$12.00 List Price 42505 


$9.95 Our Price 12506 


JUNEI83 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 21 


Monster Moby Dick 
Order No. 01055 


Wood handle. 5%" closed. An unbelievable 11” open. 440 stainless 


steel blade, solid brass bolsters and liners. 


$12.95 List Price 


$6.99 Our Price 


Timberwolf Super Specials 
Order No. 01059 


Lock back folding knife. Wood handle, brass 
bolsters and liners. 440 stainless steel blade. 


Seiciosed. $8.95 List Price 


$3.95 Our Price 


Order No. 01058 


Lock Back folding knife. Wood handle, 440 stainless 
steel blade. Brass bolsters and liners. 4” closed. 


$6.95 List Price 


$2.95 Our Price 


Handcuffs 
Order No. 15145 
Chrome plated, single lock. 


$16.95 List Price 


$9.95 Our Price 


iB Swe S a ase 

Fut =\ 

Survivo - 
Order No. 05116 ‘ 
4%" x 1%" — Pocket size. Accurate compass — glows in 
dark waterproof match case. Shrill S.O.S. whistle. Fire start- 
ing strike flint. S.O.S. signal mirror. “You'll appreciate it best 


when you need it most.” $8.95 List Price 


$5.95 Our Price 


COMPASS, 
AARON 


Top Grain Leather Sheath 


®@ 14393 fits knives up 
to 3" closed 


$3.99 List Price 


$1.99 

Our Price 

© 14394 fits 4” knives 
$4.59 List Price 


$2.39 
Our Price 


ge 


JIrder No. 15389 
Single edge razor. 914" overall. 


$4.50 List Price 


$2.50 Our Price 


Order No. 10100 

Government Surplus Minature Para- 
chute. Great for kids. Comes in self con- 
taining metal box. 18” diameter. 


$3.95 Our Price 


@ 14395 fits 5” knives 
$4.99 List Price 
$2.99 
Our Price 

© 14396 fits 6” knives 
$6.99 List Price 
$3.59 
Our Price 


Order No. 15385 
Slapper 12” overall top grain leather 
weighted end. 


$9.95 List Price 


$6.95 Our Price 


Order No. 15384 

"Ying & Yang Throwing Star” 2%" in diameter. 
Can be used for throwing or can be worn 
around neck as good luck charm. 


$3.99 List Price 


$2.99 Our Price 


Order No. 15413 
Throwing knife set. 7” overall. 


$9.95 List Price 


$6.95 Our Price 


ee 


Head Honcho Military Sword 
Order No. 15387 
Hand engraved blade. Black leather scabbord. 39" overall. 


Government Surplus Ammo Box 
Order No. 12111 

50 Cal. Ammo Box 

Strong Steel Utility box 

Watertight — Fireproof 

{deal for tools, valuables, etc. 


$7.50 Our Price 


New Ammo Box 
Order No. 12112 


$10.00 Our Price 
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Wallet Survival Tool 

Order No. 15500 

Same size as Credit Card, Stainless steel, 
Screw Driver, Bottle Opener, Saw edge — 
Knife Can Opener — wing nut wrench, finger- 
nail file, Carrying Case. 


$8.50 List Price 


$5.99 Our Price 


$29.95 List Price 


$9.95 
Our Price 


Samurai Sword 

Order No. 15386 

Samurai Sword — 41%" long, with cloth case, individ- 
ually boxed. This better quality sword is made with 
extra fine finish and attention to fine details such as 
gold colored dragons in guard and handle. Highly 
polished blade. Deluxe quality scabboard. 


$79.95 List Price 


$49.95 Our Price 
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Spring Wholesale Deal of the Year — WILL NOT BE REPEATED! 


(i — Ops Buin 


Devil Throwing Knife 

Order No. 15437 

Akuma No Kozuka (Devil of Throwing Knife) 
Super Thrower. One Piece stainless steel 
construction. Red Handle. Leather Sheath 


Military Meany — 


Order No. 01409 


Leather Handle. 


(Bayonet and Survival Knife) 


Built in Sharpener — Sharpens Automatically — 


Special Forces Knife 

Order No. 01800 

6%" Blade — Sawtooth back belt attachment — 
12%" Overall. 


10%" Overall. ec $34.50 List Price ’ 
ne $18.95 Our Price TS Sere 
J -° on. | $28.00 ListPrice . Pe $16.95 
io oa hae ae Our Price 


7 
s 


Order No. 02115 

1010 OVER-ALL LENGTH — 91%" Inches. The ASTRONAUT-JET SPACE 
KNIFE — 5” Highly polished blade with blood groove, heavy metal butt plate 
— leather handle. Has heavy genuine leather sheath complete with pouch 


containing sharpening stone, and nylon laces. 


Order No. 02117 
7" COMBAT KNIFE — OVER-ALL LENGTH 12 inches — tooled leather 


handle. No. 5684. 


Ord 


$28.50 List Price 


$19.50 Our Price 


$22.50 List Price 
$9.95 
Our Price 


er No. 01041 


Boot knife, 5” stainless steel blade, sure grip die-cast handle, and quick draw 
sheath with easy to release snap and metal clip. 


$39.95 List Price 


$22.50 
Our Price 


— 


Order No. 01042 
Boot knife, 5” stainless steel blade. leather laminated handle, quick draw 
sheath with easy to release snap and metal clip. 


Order No. 01046 

Double edge, double serrated 440 crucible stainless steel! blade. Non slip 
metal handle. Full tang one piece construction. Leather scabbard with 
leg/thong and combat belt hook. Individually boxed. Blued blade. 7” blade, 
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12” overall. $37.50 List Price 


$24.50 Our Price 


een 
CAMILLUS | 


Order No. 02116 
5” PILOT SURVIVAL — OVER-ALL LENGTH 9% inches — tooled leather 
handle rivited end. No. 5733. 


Current U.S. Military Issue 


a 


Sot Chess 


Ne wotttn | ’ 


Order No. 02118 us 

1009 — OVER-ALL LENGTH — 12 Inches. The Trail blazer has mirror 
polished carbon Sword Steel blade — Razer edged — Blade has glood 
groove and razor edged false edge — Carries the famous Sword Brand 
Guarantee. (Blade length 7 inches.) Rugged leather handle and genuine 
leather frontier holster. No. 1009 Wt each — 1 Ib. 


$28.50 List Price 
$19.50 Our Price 
Boot Knife 
Order No. 02077 
Unique design features one-piece blade and 
guard, full tang through handle, solid nickel 


silver rivets, and new design sheath (patent 
pending). Double ground 42” blade. Hardwood 
handle contoured to fit your hand. Overall length 
8%4". Black molded leather sheath has friction 
grip to hold knife in sheath and stainless steel 
spring clip on back. 


$34.50 List Price 


$19.95 Our Price 


"Ve moan | 
Nighthawk ‘ ; 


Order No. 01178 EN, 

© 12” overall, 7" blade pee SES z 

@ Lock mechanism $1 5.95 Our Price 
® Brass bolster and floating guard 
@ Moulded plastic sheath 


Post Office Box 757, Dept. 5 @ Clanton, Alabama 35045 
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MEE Premier Quality Freeze 
| MOUNTAIN } : : 
\ HOUSE / Dried Foods for Survival 
= = and Camping. 
We guarantee our foods to be of the very finest. 


INDIVIDUAL POUCHES FOR TWO 


Main Course — Entrees for Two OurPrice Order No. 


Beef Stew $4.26 60001 
Beef & Rice w/Onions $3.85 60003 
Rice with Chicken $3.36 60005 
Beans and Beef Franks $3.73 60006 ae F, 7 
Potatoes and Beef $3.85 60007 ikl die 
Vegetable Stew w/Beef $3.55 60008 Travel light with our ultralite bivy tent. Room enough to sleep two, but light 
Breakfast for Two enough for the solo camper. Permanently attached rain fly rolls back to reveal 
Chese Omelette Our Price OrderNo. “no see um” mosquito netting running the full length of the tent. Provides 
Mexican Omelette $2.22 60011 excellent ventilation and a great view in good weather. Easy to assemble with 
Eggs w/Real! Bacon Bits $2.77 60012 ‘wo sectional fiberglass poles. : P  —- 
Eggs Scrambled w/Butter $2.14 60013 @ Tent Weight 3 Ibs. 4 oz. e Center Height 27" @ Floor Area: 108” x 49 
Precooked Scrambled Eggs $2.14 60014 List Price $139.95 
Precooked Eggs w/Bacon $2.22 60015 . 
Granola & Raisins w/Milk $2.40  «ooig 969.95 Our Price 
Granola & Freeze Dried $1.60 60017 
Blueberries a $2.22 60018 _ 
TETON™ Hiking Boots 
re . Fully padded water repellent polyurethane coated nylon 
an 7 ' upper with suede split leather trim. Tricot knit foam lining for 
added comfort. Padded bellows tongue. Cushioned collar. 
Scopes not , Removable cushioned insole. Especially designed flexible 
included with ‘ shock absorbent foam mid sole. Vibram style lug sole for 
Crossbow. Order i= greater traction. Steel shank. Suede split leather reinforced 
scope below. f2 toe and heel. Brown/beige color combination. Sizes 7, 8, 9, 
AX 10, 11 and 12 Regular. 
WCX Wildcat Crossbow Size Order No 
Order No. 12252 7 05850 
The ‘WILDCAT' crossbow is a mediaeval art captured in modern form. 8 05851 
The superbly crafted stock is rugged and well balanced. Deep finger grooves in 9 05852 
the forend ensure a comfortable hold. A checkered pistol grip, Monte Carlo’ cheek- 10 05853 
piece, recoil pad and grip cap with contrasting spacers, ensure fast and comfortable 11 05854 
aiming. / . 12 05855 
Alloy nose section — allows interchange of limbs without modification. Pressure 
heat-cured laminated fiberglass limbs (known universaily as the ‘Prod’). Slot-in 1 
trigger mechanism with automatic safety catch and push bar release. Micro- $39.95 List Price 
adjustable rear sight for elevation and windage. Adjustable foresight. Grooved = 
receiver to accept all riflescopes. 150 Ib. draw weight $24.95 Our Pr ice 
$269.00 List Price For Order Only 
$189.00 Our Price Call Toll Free 
CAUTION: These Crossbows are extremely dangerous. Crossbows are adult 1-800-633-4266 
products not intended for the use of minors. 
Bushnell 74-1403 Mounting Rings Fiberglass Bolt Tarpaulin 
4x (32 mm) Scope 2 per set Order No. 12259 © Polyethylene coated polyester“ 


14” Graphlex shaft with 5” 
vanes. Crested. Fitted with 
removable three blade broad- 


Order No. 07301 
Weight 9.5 oz. Length 11.75" 


Order No. 12250 
For Mounting scope on 


Field: 28'. Eye Relief: 4”. crossbows. head. Set of 5. 
$49.95 List $6.95 List Price ist Pri 
$27.50 List Price 
$29.95 $4.50 $19.95 
Our Price Our Price Our Price 


The Ultimate in Knife 
Sharpening Equipment 
Order No. 08616 

Lansky Multi Angle Knife Clamp; 1 LS® 120 
Coarse Stone, 1 LS® Medium Stone, 1 LS® 600 
Fine Stone; Forest Green Custom Carrying 
Case; 1 0z. bottle of Lansky Honing Oil; Extra 
Long Thumb Screw, Extra Long Front Screw; 3 
Guide Rods, Laminated Instruction Folder. 


$29.95 List Price 


$19.95 Our Price 


M Post Office Box 757, Dept. 5 
Clanton, Alabama 35045 


, 
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@ Reinforcing rope inside hem 

@ Fust-resistant grommets on sides and corners 
@ Tie-on ropes on each corner 

@ Mildew and rot resistant 


List Price Our Price 


05435 + 8'x10' $1299 $§$ 7.95 
05436 10'x12’ $1995 $10.95 
05437 10'x18’ $2995 $14.95 
05457 12'x14' $3450 $15.95 
05458 16'x20' $5995 $29.95 
05438 24'x36' $11995 $79.95 


Bushnell 7 x 35 Ensign Binocular 


Order No. 07375 

Model No. 13-7355. 
(Case included) with Insta-Focus, 
patented fast focus feature. 


$59.95 List Price 


$29.95 
Our Price 
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Top of the Line Top of the Line $18.99 List Price 
Wrangler “No Fault” Wrangler ‘“‘No-Fault” Boot $13.99 
Straight Leg Denim Jeans Denim Jeans Our Pri . 
Product Order No. 250 Product Order No. 150 ur Price = 
1494 02, 100% Cotton, “No-Fault” 14% oz. 100% Cotton, “No-Fault.” Broken Twill 
Broken Twillindigo Denim, San- Indigo Denim, Sanforset Finish Boot Jean. 


forset Finish. Straight Leg, WaistInches_InseamInches __ ‘Waist Inches Inseam Inches 

faa lag 2930319938 90:31:92: 33.94 36 

$13.99 ORT 29405-2930 91 92 03.94 38 
* 29 30 31 32 33 34 36 


Our Price 30 32 


We offer Big and Tall Boot 
Jeans Wholesale Direct i 
Order No. 151 Waist Enter waist and 


Available in the following sizes: Bee Bk inseam sizes on 


$29.95 List Price 44 46 order blank 


$1 9.95 Our Price z 52 54 


Top of the Line 
Wrangler New Horizon Jeans For Women and Juniors 
No fault straight leg. 14% oz. broken twill denim. 100% cotton. Front scoop with right change »ocket with horse. 
ield hip pocket. 
ae a MISSES SIZES — STYLE #M0695 
JUNIOR SIZES — STYLE #N1525 Order No. Size 


Order No. Size 20907 or 
20900 20908 $29.95 List Price 


20901 20909 $ 1 9.95 


20902 20910 i 
20903 pars Our Price 


20904 | 20912 
20905 20913 
20906 20914 


ORDER FORM 
7 DAYS A WEEK — 8 A.M. til 9 P.M. Central Std. Time 


For Order Only — Call Toll Free 1 -800-63 3-4266 


For all other information call 1-205-755-7758 © In Alabama call collect: 755-6533 


Minimum Toll Free Order is $25.00 


Total Price 


If order I $30.01 $60.01 

totals: ! to $40 to $60 to $80 or over 

Add Shipping 

and Handlin ? 
Macho Meany — Throwing Stars — Slapper — not offered for sale in the state of California. Alabama Residents Add 6% Sales Tax 
For C.O.D. Order: We do not back order C.O.D. Shipments. We ship only items in stock. 

. 7 ; Alaska, Canada, Hawall and Puerto Rico Resi- 

You must re-order'iems not shipped. dents add an additional 10% for shipping and Total 
Method of Payment: handling. 
O Check or Money Order MasterCard or Visa No. 
O MasterCard D Visa E 
D C.O.D. $3.50 will be added to shipping charges for C.O.D. Expiration Date 

Cash or money order only will be accepted when delivered. 
Add 25% any order outside continental USA. Signature. 


All returns must be authorized by Timberwolf. Any unauthorized returns will be refused. 
- Make checks and money orders payable to Timberwolf Cutlery. For MasterCard, 
Name Visa and COD orders use our Toll Free Telephone Number (800) 633-4266. In 
’ rr Alabama call collect: 755-6533. important! Minimum toll free order is $25.00. 
Send your order ta: 


Timberwolf Cutlery 
Cy ae Site Zip Post Office Box 757, Dept. 5 @ Clanton, Alabama 35045 


Address 
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CHARLIE’S 


LUCK AT 
DAK TO 


Text & Photos by Kenneth Rose 


IHE Dak Poko River Valley in the 
central highlands of Vietnam is one 

of the most beautiful and mysterious 
places in the world. The river snakes its 
way from somewhere. in Laos, through 
the highlands, finally emptying into the 
Mekong far to the south. Before the 
fighting grew intense, the Montagnard 
tribesmen used to carry their hill rice 
along this river to marketplaces in Kon- 
tum and Pleiku, but after American 
combat troops entered the war, a differ- 
ent kind of traffic frequented the valley. 
The 5th Special Forces Group (air- 
borne) built a fortified ‘‘A’’ Camp 
smack in the middle of the valley, about 
halfway between the border and Kon- 
tum, the province capital. The camp was 
built in 1965 by U.S. Navy Seabees and, 
except for the team house and a few sup- 
ply buildings, was completely under- 
ground. The Viet Cong weren’t too hap- 
py about having their infiltration route 
disrupted by a bunch of Green Berets 
and their Montagnard Strikers patrolling 
the trails, so they assaulted the camp 
often. Intermittent probes and mortar 
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C-130 burns on runway after mortar attack. 


attacks weren’t taken too seriously since 
they didn’t pose any real danger, but in 
June 1967, the North Vietnamese Army 
(NVA) started to use the route. 

A sustained mortar attack on 17 June 
convinced the brass that the situation 
was serious, since seven of the 13 Ameri- 
cans in camp were medevacked that day. 
Help arrived. 

This assistance, in the form of Ameri- 
can combat troops, was indirectly re- 
sponsible for a freak accident that de- 
stroyed most of the camp. At least, I 
think it was an accident. Charlie may 
have been a lot smarter or better in- 
formed than I give him credit for. 

On the morning of 15 November at 
0800 hours, Staff Sgt. Robert Holzer 
and I were busy copying an erratic CW 
(continuous wave) radio signal. Dots 
and dashes screamed out of the headset 
that Bob hung around his neck. (The 
signal was too strong for him to put the 
phones over his ears.) We worked our 
radio intercept position from a bunker 


in the Special Forces ‘‘A’’ Camp (A-244) 
at Dak To. We were here because the pa- 
trols from the ‘‘A’’ Team and units of 
the 4th Division and 173rd Airborne 
(operating in the area) found mounting 
evidence of a massing of main-force 
NVA units, battalion size and larger. 

Military Region 5 (MR-5) reportedly 
had moved into the tri-border area of 
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam, just to 
the west of Dak To. It was our job to 
either confirm or deny this build-up, 
finding out just what kind of offensive 
the NVA was planning, and if possible, 
when it was to take place. 

Holzer and I were members of the 
403rd Radio Research Special Opera- 
tions Detachment (Airborne), Sth SF, 
better known as SOD. We were respon- 
sible for gathering intel info in areas 
where conventional intelligence units 
were unable to operate. Dak To was 
crucial to our operations in the central 
highlands since it straddled Highway 19 
(QL 19) that ran all the way from Saigon 
to Vientiane, Laos. p 

Although the highway was closed, re- 
mains of it made an excellent trail since 
the area was still clear of jungle growth. 
The Ho Chi Minh Trail from Hanoi in- 
tersected QL 19 in the tri-border area. 
This made old QL 19 one of the NVA’s 
main infiltration routes, right down the 
Dak Poko Valley, and the camp at Dak 
To controlled the valley. 

Holzer was bent over his mill copying 
the incoming message when we were in- 
terrupted by the familar sound of in- 
coming mortar rounds. We didn’t say 
anything, just looked at each other. He 
snatched off his headset and we both 
burst through the door. Holzer bounded 
up on the roof of the bunker. 

“Look at this,’’ he called down to me. 
“Charlie got himself a C-130.” 

I scrambled up to join him. Sure 
enough, one of the giant Hercules that 
had been unloading munitions into the 
ammo dump, run by the Sth Log Com- 
mand to supply the 4th and 173rd, was 
engulfed in flames. The ammo dump sat 
about 100 meters east of our outer wire, 
so Holzer took off running to warn the 
team leader. 

The unlucky bird had taken most of 
the shrapnel from six or seven mortar 
rounds and was the one closest to the 
ammo dump itself. 

The second in line had taken some hits 
also, but not nearly as many as the first. 
It was bracketed by rounds, on either 
side, and although the wing tanks 
sprayed JP-4, the plane wasn’t on fire. 

The last C-130 on the ground was at 
the end of the pierced-steel-plate (PSP) 
apron paralleling the runway. By the 
time the first began to blaze, that one 
was already lifting off the tarmac, 
heading south for Pleiku. 

Special Forces’ camps in Vietnam had 
a reputation for good food. Ours was no 
exception. Co Sau, our Vietnamese 
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cook, could bake the best hot rolls in the 
country, and our visitors made it a point 
to head directly for the team house when 
meal time neared. That is where the 
crews from the two C-130s were. 

Fascinated, I watched the rivulets of 
JP-4 stream out of the shrapnel-punc- 
tured wing tanks of the surviving Her- 
cules, the tail-gate slowly closing like the 
mouth of a lazy alligator, the engines 
whining a banshee scream, as it slowly 
lumbered toward the runway. 

An Air Force crew, wearing gray 
flight suits, burst out of the team house, 
sprinted toward the runway and froze, 
staring at their plane just clearing it. The 
wounded Herc strained to separate its 
tires from the tarmac, won its battle, 
and was airborne. 

“‘Way, to fuckin’ go, chief,’’ young 


aa 3 


Maj. Gilbert, the plane commander, 
shouted. He was joined by a chorus of 
yells and cheers from the rest of the 
airplane crew. 

We learned later that the C-130 crew 
chief, Sgt. Joseph F. Mack, was aboard 
the plane, sitting in the cockpit, waiting 
for his turn at the unloading dock, when 
the mortar rounds came in. Without hes- 
itation, he made the right decision. 

He not only won himself a Silver Star, 
but he saved the Air Force a lot of 
money by safely landing the C-130 at 
Pleiku Air Force Base. 

Fifth Log supply people made a half- 
hearted attempt to put the fire out but 
no one wanted to stay too close to a 
burning plane, loaded with ammo that 
could explode at any time. 

At approximately 1030, just 2'4 hours 


GREEN BERET WRITER 


Kenneth Edward Rose has led a life. 
of diversified activities. © : 

From poet to Green Beret, profes- 
sional rodeo cowboy to musician, he 
now teaches creative writing at East- 
ern Oklahoma State College in Wil- 
burton and is a captain assigned to 
the Provost Marshal’s office, Okla- 
homa National Guard. 

A native Oklahoman, Rose joined 
the Army in 1961 after a tour in the 
Navy. He was in Special Forces until 
1970, when he was released from ac- 
tive duty. Serving three years in the 
Republic of South Vietnam, Rose at- 
tained the rank of sergeant first class. 
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After leaving the Army, Rose re-. 
‘turned to college to earn his B.A. in 
English -at Southeastern State Col- 
lege, his M.B.S. at Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University, and to 
work on his doctorate at East Texas 
State University. 

Rose’s long list of military school- 
ing includes Jumpmaster Course, 
Pathfinder Course, Basic Airborne 
Course, 82nd Division Raider Com- 
mittee, Jungle Warfare School and 
Special Forces Basic Indoctrination. 

We are pleased to print this fellow 
adventurer’s first contribution to 
SOF, —John Metzger 


Facing northeast out of Dak To. Bamboo- 
covered bunkers in foreground housed 
Montagnard strikers. Airfield office in right 
background. 


after the first attack, more rounds fell. 
Charlie found his range this time. Six or 
eight rounds landed right on target — 
the ammo dump. All hell broke loose. 

A chain reaction of secondary explo- 
sions began, with burning rounds rock- 
eting high into the air, propelled by 
others cooking off next to them. Some 
of these rounds burst high up, while © 
others plummeted back to earth, smash- 
ing through roofs and generally wreck- 
ing our camp. 

Munitions stored in the dump ranged 
from small arms to 175mm projos, and 
most everything in between. It was like 
being under an artillery barrage, since a 
lot of the heated rounds were detonating 
on impact. 

Our team sergeant and chief radioman 
had a security patrol out covering the 
area to the northeast of camp, a flank 
protection for the conventional units 
in the AO (area of operations). When 
the pandemonium started, they re- 
quested permission to return to camp, 
but our young team leader, a 23-year-old 
captain, wanted to handle the situation 
himself. As a result, there were only nine 
Americans left in camp. 

The intel sergeant and 1 began to 
organize the Montagnards — who were 
pretty upset by these things they 
couldn’t understand — into some sort of 
defense posture. We expected a ground 
attack come nightfall, so everyone was 
pretty tense. 

A grim determination pervaded the 
camp as the sun fell behind the dark. 
green mountains to the west. 

At 2000, Bob Holzer and | sat in the 
sandbagged entrance of our bunker, 
which adjoined the wooden building we 
slept in. The fire had abated some and 
the popcorn of small-arms burning was 
punctuated very infrequently by the roar 
of large munitions exploding. We began 
to relax a little. 

We’d stopped all intercept activity 
because the barrage had knocked out all 
of our antennas and we weren’t anxious 
to try to rebuild them until after things 
cooled off. 

We looked at the refrigerator (stolen 
from the Air Force at Pleiku) and re- 
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TRIPLE MiG KILL 


Pair of Aces Beats 
Three of a Kind 


VEE 


al 


AWN color stained the Gulf of 
Tonkin on 10 May 1972, as the 
crew of the USS Constellation prepared 
for another day of Operation Rolling 
Thunder over North Vietnam. None of 
the pilots realized that today would give 
America its first pair of Vietnam air aces. 
PSHHHHHH — WHAM! The 
launch catapult slammed home and air- 
craft number NG 100 thundered down 
the deck of the USS Constellation. The 
massive prow dipped heavily into the 
placid South China Sea and the F-4J 
lifted easily from the attack carrier, 
splitting the dawn with the fiery roar 
erupting from its twin J-79 General Elec- 
tric engines. 

Lt. Randy Cunningham, with two 
MiG kills, was at the throttle of 
Showtime 100. He gave the heavily 
armed Phantom right rudder and 
watched the Connie slip underneath 
him. His wingman, Brian Grant, flying 
Showtime 110, was already being ham- 
mered into the sky and climbing toward 
his tailpipes. 

Lt. (JG) Willie Driscoll, radar in- 
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by Richard Pargde 


tercept officer (RIO) in the backseat, 
turned on the attack radar display panel, 
flipped to air-to-air mode and watched 
the artificial horizon roll through the 
green grid lines. He adjusted his oxygen 
mask and started the instruments check, 
catching a last glimpse of the Constella- 
tion plying through the dark waters. The 
bearing indicator swept north. 

Jets from Carrier Task Group 77.4 
(CTG 77.4) had been relentlessly pound- 
ing targets around Hanoi and Hai 


ACE WRITER 
Richard Parque is an aerospace con- 
sultant and technical writer based in Los 
Angeles. He has B.A. and M.A. degrees 
from California State University at Los 
Angeles and is listed in the 1983-84 version 


of Who’s Who in California. He is an au- 
thority on Vietnam and has written several 
books and articles on the war. He served in 
the U.S. Marine Corps where he received 
his flight training, and lives in southern 
California with his Vietnamese wife and 
three young sons. 
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NG 100 on VF-96 flight line at NAS Miramar 
following combat cruise aboard USS America 
and just before cruise aboard USS 
Constellation in which it became Navy’s 
highest-scoring MiG-killer Phantom. Photo: 
Duane Kasulka/Tailhook 


Phong since January 1972 in support of 
‘Operation Rolling Thunder.’’ With the 
breakdown of the Paris peace negotia- 
tions in late ’71, U.S. planners had 
decided to call Hanoi’s bluff by break- 
ing the bombing halt and sending the at- 
tack aircraft north again. All our chips 
on the Paris crap table were betting that 
the North Vietnamese would be forced 
into a final peace plea as they watched 
the incremental waste and ruin of their 
country by U.S. war planes. 

Cunningham knew that just two days 
before, 8 May 1972, President Nixon 
had given the order to seed Hai Phong 
harbor with mines, effectively 
blockading North Vietnam and porten- 
tously raising the ante for the stubborn 
communists. Today the angry MiGs 
would be up. 
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The Connie and the supporting ships 
comprising CTG 77.4 had _ recently 
joined the Midway and Enterprise in 
establishing total target coverage of the 
Navy’s portion of seven ‘‘Route 
Packages” into North Vietnam. With 
the combined destructive power of Task 
Force 77 and the U.S. Seventh Air 
Force, and the United States hoped that 
Rolling Thunder’s bombing plan would 
bring the communists to their knees. 

Shortly after the Constellation arrived 

on station and Operation Rolling 
Thunder was resumed, Cunningham 
claimed his first MiG. On 19 January 
1972, he was credited with shooting 
down the first enemy aircraft in nearly 
two years. Escorting an unarmed recon- 
naissance mission over Quan Lang air- 
field, he attacked a MiG-21 low on the 
deck. The MiG evaded his first Side- 
winder, but the second one blew off its 
tail, and the aircraft violently pitched 
over and crashed near a village. 

On 8 May 1972, Cunningham shot 
down his second North Vietnamese air- 
craft, this one a MiG-17. While pro- 
viding MiG Combat Air Patrol 
(MIGCAP) for a USS Constellation 
strike group at Son Tay (a MiG-pilot 
training base), he was attacked by three 
MiGs firing guns and missiles. Cunning- 
ham engaged the MiGs, and pulled in 
behind one of the 17s that had made a 
firing pass on his wingman. He fired two 
Sidewinders; the first missed. But the 
second burst into the MiG and caused it 
to crash into Karst Ridge. That was just 
two days ago. Today three more MiGs 
would fall before his missiles. 

Showtime 100 climbed to altitude and 
hit the orbiting KA-3B tanker. Cunning- 
ham topped off his fuel, dropped off the 
tanker with a full bag and wheeled 
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northwest. Below and to port and star- 
board, Showtime strike group began 
forming for its bomb run on the Hai 
Duong rail yards. Full racks of ordnance 
swayed and jiggled underneath the A-6s 
and the A-7s; Cunningham rechecked 
the attack profile for his flak-sup- 
pression mission. 

Within minutes, the verdant coast 
came into view. The Phantom — loaded 
with Rockeye bombs, Sparrow missiles 
in rear fuselage well, Sidewinders on in- 
board rails and a centerline fuel tank — 
responded sluggishly to the drag as the 
30-year-old Navy lieutenant pushed over 
for his dash into North Vietnam. 


Bombs Away! 
Showtime Screamed 
Over Target And 
Streaked For Home. 


The jade-colored sea gave way to 
jungle canopy and the familiar check- 
ered pattern of rice paddies. Suddenly 
they were there — over the target — and 
the A-6s and A-7s were going in. 

Cunningham rolled up and swung into 
orbit, waiting his turn to unload. The air 
was filling quickly with black and gray 
smoke. Bombs slid from beneath wings 
and, in groups of twos and threes, the 
attack planes rotated and streaked for 
home. NVA antiaircraft opened up, 
knocking down one F-4 and crippling 
another. While Cunningham rolled in on 
his target, Driscoll anxiously searched 
the blue for MiGs. Simultaneously, 
SAMs rose in search of them. 


North Vietnam’s air defenses con- 
sisted of antiaircraft artillery weapons 
(AAA), surface-to-air missiles (SAMs) 
and fighter-interceptor aircraft — mak- 
ing it the most awesome antiaircraft 
system ever assembled. U.S. pilots had 
to fight for their lives from the moment 
they entered North Vietnam to the time 
they left. 

Triple A, which took the heaviest toll 
of all American planes, included mostly 
radar-controlled guns — 85mm and 
100mm — as well as smaller caliber 
37mm artillery pieces that were optically 
sighted. During the early part of the war 


- U.S. strike aircraft used high-speed, 


low-level penetration to the target. 

However, as the North Vietnamese 
became more experienced against this 
tactic, aircraft losses to ground fire 
began to mount and air crews assumed 
safer, higher altitudes. 

Then on 24 July 1965, the Russian 
SS-2 SAM made its appearance, destroy- 
ing one USAF F-4 striker and damaging 
three others near Hanoi. U.S. pilots 
returned to the deck and aircraft losses 
again rose sharply in the face of wither- 
ing AAA. SAM rings and triple A rapid- 
ly spread across the surface of North 
Vietnam and strike forces were effective- 
ly denied a safe altitude. 

Meanwhile, increased numbers of ad- 
vanced Atoll-firing MiG-21!s appeared in 
the northern skies. Masked from U.S. 
radar by flying on the deck, MiGs were 
directed by their ground controllers to 
the strike force’s six o’clock position. 
Lighting their afterburners, the MiGs 


MiG-21PF (left) and MiG-17 fighters, 
reported flown by North Vietnam’s Col. 
Tomb, sit at an airfield near Hanoi. Both 
aircraft carry 13 kill markings. Photo: 
Tailhook 
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Test flight gives change of pace after 
dogfights over North Vietnam. Air ace 
Cunningham boards F-14A Tomcat. Photo: 
U.S. Navy 


gained a lot of speed and energy. Zoom 
climbing, they smashed through the 
strikers at Mach 1 or better, launched 
their missiles in salvos and streaked 
across the sky for home. 

U.S. pilots met these threats by using 
new, sophisticated electronic counter- 
measure (ECM) equipment; flying ap- 
propriate evasive manuevers; using Wild 
Weasels (attack aircraft equipped with 
radar homing missiles); making fire- 
suppression runs on SAM and AAA 
sites; carrying more advanced and agile 
air-to-air missiles; and mounting guns 
on their planes. 

Rolling off the target, Showtime 110 
called the MiGs pulling into Cunning- 
ham’s seven o’clock position. He looked 
out the F-4’s canopy and watched one of 
the 17s rolling around to his six, firing his 
cannons. Instinctively, Cunningham 
broke into the communist MiG, knowing 
that at its speed the pilot would have little 
chance of muscling the stick over to stay 
with his Phantom. Predictably, the MiG 
pilot overshot and Cunningham smoothly 
reversed to the inside of the 17. 

Cunningham selected HEAT on the 
weapon-mode switch. The armament- 
control system instantly programmed a 
launch sequence for the AIR-9 
Sidewinders and displayed a STBY 
(Standby) light on the missile-status in- 
dicator for missile station three, which 
was first in the launch sequence. Pulses 
surged as adrenalin flowed freely. 

Final attack set-up: Cunningham set 
the MASTER switch on the armament 
control panel to ARM. RDY (Ready) 
replaced STBY on the missile-status in- 
dicator for station three. While the 
missiles were being sequenced for firing, 
the Phantom’s central computer was 
processing radar-supplied tracking data 
on the MiG. 

The radar angle-tracked the target as 
Cunningham turned with the enemy, 
and it continually updated the computer 
data on the MiG’s position. The system 
computed ‘‘AIM-9 pursuit steering solu- 
tion’’ and positioned a steering dot on 
the radar display. The computer also 
displayed a fixed-diameter-reference cir- 
cle representing the missile seeker field- 
of-view on the radar scope. Cunning- 
ham positioned the F-4 so the steering 
dot was within the circle, while Driscoll 
continually updated the MiG’s position 
on the radar. 

As Cunningham gunned the ship into 
range and got the reticle centered, the 
Sidewinder’s seeker head sensed the 
MiG’s infrared radiation, and produced 
a tone heard in his headset. As the 
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parameters edged toward maximum and 
the F-4 pushed through 12,000 feet, the 
tone intensified until Cunningham had a 
strong, steady amplification. The range- 
to-target indicator slipped through the 
Rmin into the Rmax launch limits and 
an IN RNG (In Range) cue lit up on the 
panel. Simultaneously a shoot cue ap- 
peared; Driscoll signaled Cunningham 
through the intercom that he had full 
system lock-on to the MiG. The Side- 
winder was slaved to the radar line of 
sight and Randy pulled the trigger, 
launching the AIM-9 at station three. 
The launch signal applied voltage to 
the forward striker point, arming the 
missile and activating the guidance 
mechanism. The aft striker point ignited 
the rocket motor and the Sidewinder 
blasted toward the doomed gooner. The 
heat seeker smoked after the Soviet in- 
terceptor, made a corrective wiggle, then 
plowed into the hapless MiG, ripping it 
apart in a violent explosion. 
Cunningham and his wingman rolled 
off the kill and looked aft, eyes follow- 
ing the long trailing flames. The North 
Vietnamese crashed and burned. No 
chute was observed. MiG number one. 
The fight had lasted one-and-a-half 
minutes (about average for jets over 
Vietnam) and had carried Showtime sec- 
tion (100 and 110) two to four miles 
south of the Hai Duong target area. 
They were down to an altitude of 10,000 
feet and the action was just beginning. 
The hungry hunters, still with plenty of 
gas, pulled their ships’ noses high and 
put the Phantoms into a vertical climb in 
search of more prey. Pitching over the 
top in a 180-degree-change-of-direction 
roll, afterburners cooking, Cunningham 
and Grant headed back to the target 


area, spoiling for another fight. 

Cunningham had a healthy respect for 
the MiGs and their pilots. The Soviet- 
built interceptors were well-armed and 
much more maneuverable than his F-4. 
For the most part, the MiGs were flown 
by skilled pilots, particularly later in the 
war. Navy and Air Force Intelligence 
claimed that pilot training was carried 
out at various bases around Hanoi by 
experienced Russian and North Korean 
MiG drivers. Some pilots and ground 
crews received instruction in Russia. 

The MiG-17 Fresco was a nimble 
fighter. Dwarfed by the larger U.S. F-4, 
it was the Russian follow-up to the 
historic MiG-15 flown against American 
F-86 Sabres in Korea. The MiG-!7 was a 
single-place, single-engine fighter with 
afterburner, armed with one 37mm and 
two 23mm cannon in the nose. It could 
be fitted with four Alkali radar-guided 
missiles or four pods of 55mm unguided 
air-to-air missiles. 

The MiG-!9 Farmer was not used 
against U.S. planes as extensively as the 
MiG-17 and MiG-21. It had two axial- 
flow jet engines and a flat, short 
fuselage. It was a one-seater and was 
armed with a 37mm cannon in the nose 
and a 23mm and 30mm cannon in each: 
wing root. It could also carry 55mm*= 
unguided rockets and guided missiles 
mounted on wing rails. The Farmer had 
a range of 750 miles and reached speeds 
of Mach 1.3. 


VF-96 Fighting Falcons F-43 NG 100, flown 
by Lt. Randy Cunningham and LtJG Willie 
Driscoll during triple MiG shootdown spree 
of 10 May 1972, leads flight of four aircraft 
over NAS Miramar prior to VF-96’s 
deployment. Photo: Tailhook 
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The MiG-21s flying in Vietnam were 
Fishbed models. The delta-wing, high- 
performance fighter had ‘‘dash’’ speeds 
of Mach 2.3 and could fly 1,000 miles 
without refueling. It was equipped with 
sophisticated avionics and was heavily 
armed with Atoll air-to-air missiles, 
copies of the U.S. Sidewinder. It was 
also configured to carry 37mm, 30mm 
and 23mm cannon, as well as 50mm and 
.55mm rockets. The Fishbed was an ad- 
vanced weapon system. In the hands of 
an experienced pilot, it presented a dif- 
ficult test for the best American aircraft. 

Now at 15,000 feet, Cunningham 
dipped his starboard wing and spotted 
eight MiG 17s in a counter-clockwise 
defensive orbit at about 10,000 feet over 
Hai Duong. Several F-4s were in the 
wheel with them, and to the northeast 
four MiG-17s were diving in a column. 


Showtime 112 
Turned Into Deep 
Trouble As Three 
MiGs Closed In. 


One of the F-4s broke out and was im- 
mediately bounced by three MiGs — two 
17s and a 21. The Navy jet, Showtime 
112, also from the Connie, was in a slow 
turn east and in deep trouble. Cunning- 
ham rolled in and called the MiGs to 
Showtime 112. One 17 had closed to 
within a half-mile and the 21 was hard 
behind the 17. Amazingly, Showtime 
112 hadn’t yet seen the third MiG 17 
pulling into him for a firing pass. 

Cunningham had a good tone signal 
on his Sidewinder but was afraid the 
missile would home to the U.S. aircraft, 
which was in afterburner, instead of to 
the MiG. Cunningham shouted over the 
radio for Showtime 112 to break right, 


32 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MiG-17 — photographed from U.S. cockpit © 


— attempts to shake off U.S. pursuer. 
Staying behind MiG forces NV pilot to 
concentrate on evasive actions. Photo: U.S. 
Navy 


setting the MiG up for a clear shot. But 
112 continued his turn in front of the 17. 

Communications during combat over 
the North were extremely difficult. 
Often 25 to 30 planes would be using the 
same frequency. In addition, the pilot 
and RIO constantly talked in the 
cockpit. To add further confusion, the 
ECM equipment also gave audible warn- 
ings of enemy SAM, AAA and air-to-air 
missile activity. 

Still screaming at the other American 
jet, Cunningham looked up in time to 
see two MiG-19s beginning to roll and 
fire on him. Then two MiG-2ls ap- 
peared overhead, carefully watching the 
fight. Now in desperate trouble himself, 
Cunningham skillfully manuevered his 
Phantom as Driscoll in the backseat 
called off the MiG positions. 

In modern aerial combat, a fight is so 
fast and furious that the action can easi- 
ly get away from a pilot before he knows 
what has happened. The speeds are so 
great, the maneuvers so violent and the 
surprise so quick that the jet driver must 
react automatically to simultaneous 
threats often originating from different 
sources. If his reactions are not im- 
mediate and correct, he’s usually dead. 
There are few second chances. 

This was Showtime 100’s situation as 
he continued to out-maneuver the 19s 
on his tail, keep the 17 attacking Show- 
time 112 in range, outfly the 21s above 
(waiting for him to make a mistake) and 
watch for SAMs and AAA below. 

Cunningham was flying the F-4J, one 
of the most sophisticated models of the 
McDonnell-designed and -built Phan- 
tom II series. The first Phantom models 
were designed originally in the early ’50s 
as all-weather interceptors to protect the 
U.S. fleet, their mission restricted to 
shooting down bombers. Weapons sys- 


‘proach speed 


tems were engineered accordingly. 

However, after being rushed into ser- 
vice during the early days of the Vietnam 
War, it became apparent that more flexi- 
ble weaponry was required. Models 
began to come on line fitted with guns 
and more maneuverable missiles. Im- 
provements were made to the airframe 
and integrated systems so the F-4 could 
compete with the quicker- and sharper- 
turning MiGs, and counter North Viet- 
nam’s devastating array of surface-to-air 
missiles and anti-aircraft guns. As a 
result, the F-4 Phantom emerged as 
America’s premier air fighter, compiling 
a kill ratio of 2:1 over the MiG. 

The F-4, in addition to flying cover 
for attack aircraft — primarily the 
F-105, A-6, A-7 and the long-range 
strategic B-52 bomber — also evolved 
into a formidable bomber of unique 
capability. When in the attack role, the 
F-4 carried a hefty payload of conven- 
tional bombs: 14,000 pounds, twice the 
payload of the B-17 in WWII. Addi- 
tionally, carrying the Navy-developed 
Shrike missile, Phantoms would often 
precede attack planes to the target and 
launch their air-to-ground missiles 
against SAM sites. The Shrike would 
home in on the SAM’s radar beam, 
follow it in and detonate. 

“‘Dash’’ speed of the F-4 exceeded 
1,600 miles per hour. Yet it was able to 
support infantry in combat zones at 
speeds as low as 200 knots. (Landing ap- 
is approximately 135 
knots.) It had an effective combat range 
of 850 miles (without refueling). 

Cunningham, reaching for Mach 1, 
had the speed advantage. He was open- 
ing on the 19s and closing on 112’s MiG. 
But 112 would have to break soon. Cun- 


Lt. Randy Cunningham (left) and LtJG 
Willie Driscoll return to USS Constellation 
10 May 1972 after rescue from Tonkin 
Gulf. Pair ejected from F-43 NG 100, 
which had been hit by SAM. Photo: 
Tailhook 


ningham could feel the MiG pilot’s 
finger settling on the trigger. He tight- 
ened his turn to stay with 112. 

The 19s on his tail instantly pulled 
their noses into him and began firing. 
Cunningham straightened his ship and 
opened on the MiGs again. This 
couldn’t last much longer, he thought, 
as the 21s above him coolly waited. 

Suddenly, Showtime 112 broke star- 
board, swinging the MiG-17 wide 
through his six o’clock. Cunningham in- 
Stinctively gave the Phantom some rud- 
der and squeezed off his second 
Sidewinder. The missile came smoothly 
off the rail and accelerated ahead at 
Mach 3, stalking the MiG, 

The 17 disengaged and tried to evade 
the highballing white plume of death. 
But the Sidewinder had a good track and 
stuck with the MiG. The missile ex- 
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ploded into the communist aircraft and 
knocked off its tail, causing the MiG to 
roll out of control. The pilot ejected. 
MiG number two. 

The MiG-2ls cruising overhead saw 
Cunningham brazenly flame their com- 
rade. The communist pilots, obviously 
indignant at his behavior, rolled in and 
began wildly maneuvering for firing 
position. Cunningham and Driscoll took 
one look around, saw the sky filled with 
MiGs, disengaged and headed 171 
degrees, accelerating for ‘‘feet wet.’’ 
Fuel Remaining was critical. 

Still on a heading of 170, Showtime 
100 unexpectedly met a third MiG-17 
head-on. Unknown to either Cunning- 
ham or Driscoll, this MiG-17 was piloted 
by the legendary NVAF ace, Col. Tomb 
— and he wanted Showtime 100 for his 
14th kill. 


Se 
AL CONS 


With adrenalin still a¢ max, Cunningham 
debriefs fellow VF-96 squadron-mates in 
ready room aboard USS Constellation 
following his rescue and victory over North 
Vietnam’s leading ace, Col. Tomb. Photo: 
USN/Tailhook 


The strike group was approaching feet 
wet — except for seven Showtime F-4s 
still engaging MiGs over the target. Cun- 
ningham centered the Phantom’s nose 
on Tomb’s MiG and headed directly into 
the North Vietnamese ace, attempting to 
force him to break off. The MiG’s 
37mm cannons erupted into the F-4’s 
flight path and a surprised Cunningham 
pitched up into the vertical. 


Continued on page 76 
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66 EAR set, Tomcat. 
Clear deck!” 
Standing on the landing- 
signal-officer’s platform, we 
watched an F-14 swing- 
wing fighter turn into the 
groove over the churning 
white wake. USS Ranger 
(CV-61) was conducting 
flight operations off the 
California coast, steaming 
under a brilliant July sky. 
Her squadrons came 
aboard one at a time, and 
the Tomcats were first in 
the daily air plan. 
Following the talker’s 
confirmation of a clear 
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deck, the big Grumman 
continued its approach, 
nose up, wings extended. 
Seconds later it crunched 
into the arresting wires 
scant yards from where we 
stood, rapidly decelerating 
from 130 knots. 

The wind, the noise, the 
colors and the hardware all 
combined in an awesome 
display. Some carrier 
sailors may grow 
accustomed to such things, 
but it’s difficult to imagine, 
for the routine is endlessly 
fascinating. And thanks to 
the combined efforts of the 
ComAirPac (Commander 
Air Pacific) public relations 
office and the Tailhook 


Association, SOF was 
allowed to view the 
operation close-up for a few 
days. During our visit back 
in 1980 Ranger proudly 
described herself as “Top 
Gun of the Pacific Fleet.” 
At that time the man 
behind the trigger was 
Capt. Roger Box. Since 
promoted to rear admiral, 
Rog Box is a bespectacled, 
friendly former fighter pilot 
who flew F-4 Phantoms for 
years. Though the job of 


running a strike carrier has 
as much prospect for 
ruining a career as 
furthering it, Box was 
relaxed and, to outward 
appearances, almost 
casually in control on the 
bridge. In a laid-back 
manner, he talked as 
readily of the social whirl in 
Sun Valley as he did of 
commanding 5,000 men 
aboard one of the most 
prestigious targets afloat. 
But for a career 
professional, this is the 
major step and the major 
stumbling block — to flag 
rank. Nobody gets more 
than one chance to do it 
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SOF Aboard the USS Ranger 


TOP GUN 
~ OF THE 
<> PACIFIC 
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; Text & Photos by Barrett Tillman 


ABOVE: Ranger with escort 
vessels. RIGHT: During 
recovery, the LSO platform 
gets crowded. Standing in 
front are the air wing 
LSOs, talking to 
approaching pilots while 
holding the wands which 
can activate the “wave-off” 
lights if necessary. 
Standing behind them are 
landing signal officers 


from the air wing’s 
various squadrons. 
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right, and all it takes is one 
uninterested 18-year-old to 
wash the two stars of a 
rear admiral down the 
drain. Good men, 
competent shiphandlers, 
have taken early retirement 
as the result of a foul-up by 
some anonymous sailor 
belowdecks, or an order 
misinterpreted by a 

junior officer. 

But the captain of a 
warship has more on his 
mind than being a seagoing 
warrior. He is also a 
diplomat — or at least he 
is expected to be. A 
warship is perhaps the 
most visible manifestation 
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B ett Tillman's howe has appeared eel times in past | 
issues. of SOF (See “Down Chale Not oe SOF, July “80, 


i . He learned to Is at a 16, es together 
with his father (who was a USMC divebomber in WWII) — 
Genes a. jee aa N3N eee ; 


“Yeah,” said one 20-year 
man, “until some snot- 
nosed little creep comes 
along with his portable 
tape recorder playing 
‘Light my Fire’.” 

We didn’t get to an 
officers’ mess during our 
limited time at sea, but we 
did receive a copy of the 
S-5 brochure. Wardroom 
regulations and customs 
are well-entrenched in the 
Navy, the most traditional 
of all the services. The 


customs observed on Navy 
ships is that religion, 
politics and ladies should 
not be discussed in a 
gentlemen’s mess.” 

Does this stricture apply 
today? We aren’t sure, but 
at least one experienced 
observer said, “Hell, I 
hardly ever heard anybody 
talk about anything but 
religion, politics and 
women in the wardroom. 
Though not in that order, 
of course.” 


Tillman’s aircraft - expertise elnmed: by SOF. His cov- | 
te provides @ concise: look at the complexities of life and 
, aft carrier, U , Ranger. R 


of a nation’s foreign policy, 
and visitors are frequent. In 
1978, Ranger received a 
delegation from Communist 
China, headed by Vice 
Premier Geng Biao. 

“The old gentleman 
seemed truly impressed,” 
said Capt. Box. Other 
Ranger personnel noted 
that, considering the ship is 
an “instrument of 
imperialism,” the Chinese 
showed singular interest in 
the hardware. 

Once settled in the chief 
petty officers’ quarters, we 
began to look around. A 
quick glance at the crew’s 
quarters convinced me that 
the CPOs had it good. My 
mentor was Bob Lawson, 
editor of The Hook, a 
quasi-official quarterly 
publication dealing with the 
carrier navy. Lawson 
retired as a chief 
photographer, and 
slumping in his bunk 
brought him memories of 
26 years in harness. 
Humming “Back in the 
Saddle Again,” he was 
quickly asleep. He makes 
two or three carrier trips a 
year for The Hook, so he 
has never been far away 
from the business. 
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It’s no secret that the 
chiefs run the Navy. 
They’re the vital link 
between officers and lower 
enlisted men, with a foot in 
both worlds. According to 
custom, they enjoy certain 
privileges, not the least of 
which is good food. The 
chiefs are allowed to pay 
their mess personnel a fee 
in addition to their 
standard salary — it 
averaged about three 
dollars per month per 
member of the CPO mess 
in 1980. With this added 
incentive, the CPOs’ cooks 
produce far better fare than 
that forced upon the 
officers and enlisted men. 
In fact, many a newly- 
minted ensign has been 
known to hang around the 
CPO wardroom, hoping 
some sympathetic chief will 
invite him to dinner. For 
that matter, so have 
lieutenants and 
commanders. 

And there are the 
benefits which sailors have 
always known. A carrier is 
inevitably a noisy place to 
work, any time of day. But 
there are those rare nights 
when a man can go topside 
for a little quiet under the 
stars and watch the moon 
rise. The scuttling clouds, 
the fluorescence in the 
wake, all make it seem 
worthwhile. Sailors still 
speak of such moments 
and treasure them. 


attitude is summed up in 
one short paragraph: “One 
of the oldest and best 


I REMEMBER THE RANGER 
by Bob Poos 


Once. for a two-week period while an AP combat corre- 
spondent in Vietnam, | drew the assignment lusted for by 
every wire-service combat reporter: covering the Seventh 
Fleet. That was not dangerous. you see, like touring War 
Zone C with 173rd Airborne Herd. | had been doing that for 
what seemed like a lifetime — for some people it was. 

Ed White, the AP Bureau Chief, knew I was dirty, tired, 
malnourished and, above all, scared. So he sent me out to 
cover the fleet. Ed is like that. 

It was wonderful. | was treated like royalty and I got to ride 
on ships of all description: carriers. destroyers. a cruiser. 
once a4 resupply ship that carried fresh food and boasted a 
large banner inscribed: “We Slip The Meat to the Fleet.” 

Among the most interesting of all was the Vesuvius, an 
ammunition-carrying cargo ship — all of them were named 
after volcanoes for obvious reasons. Its crew was {he most 
professional and businesslike | had yet seen — and the U_S. 
Navy was very good in those days. 

Its cargo included everything from .50 caliber and 20mm 
to the biggest bombs carried on Navy and Marine attack 
planes to nuclear devices — | wasn’t supposed ta know that. 

One day the Vesuvius pulled alongside the USS Ranger. 
The Ranger crew obviously was as good at what it did as the 
men aboard the Vesuvius. A team of real pros at work. The 
deck forces busied themselves shooting lines and such back 
and forth and rigging a complicated arrangement of slings to 
transfer the dangerous cargo. 

Everything went along without incident or hitch — except 
those used in the rigging work. 

As the work progressed, the ship's band suddenly burst in- 
to the William Tell Overture and out of a hatch popped a 
man clad in a black cowboy suit complete with buscadero 
holsters and sixguns, waving a white Stetson and wearing the 
little black mask of the legendary cowboy hero. Behind him 
came two other men wearing one of those horse costumes 
that used to be seen in vaudeville. 

The cowboy climbed aboard and they all went prancing off 
to the strains of William Tell. 

The Vesuvius’ ammunition officer concluded his duties 
and leaned alongside me on the port taffrail. 

As the two vessels finished their chore and the Ranger 
started to pull away, every sailor and Marine not working 
lined her rail and waved their hats, the cowboy and his 
mount right in the center. 

“There she goes.” said the ammo officer proudly and 
perhaps a bit wistfully, “The old ‘Lone Ranger,’ best god- 
damn ship in this man's — or any others — Navy.” 

Naval officers serving aboard a ship don't very often say 
that about another, #7 
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Every warship has a main battery, and 
Ranger's is Air Wing Two. The wing consists 
of nine squadrons or portions of squadrons. _ 


two F-14 squadrons, VF-1’s Wolfpack and the Bounty 
Hunters of VF-2. This marks the first time that a 
Forrestal-class carrier has embarked Tomcats as part of * 
an assigned air wing. Before, “car-quals” and training rq ; 
cruises involved swing-wing fighters aboard older carriers; a’ . 
Ranger is the first of her type to take the radical a sy 
Grummans on a deployment. 2 Lf}, 

The Tomcat is undeniably the glamor-puss of Naval eT 
Aviation. With its ultra-sophisticated weapons system, | : t . 5 
variable-sweep wing and wide speed range, it represents Pl Rall = | ej... —— 
state-of-the-art technology. The fire-control system, for | ~ -~ <4. Lh 
instance, can track up to 24 airborne targets ’ . 3. 
simultaneously and receive instant information . : \ y 4 —- ~ =: ih 
on additional targets via data-link from E-2 | {\ \ ‘ 


Strike escort and task force air defense are provided by 


early warning aircraft. The Phoenix 
missile system has reportedly scored 
five kills of six shots on drone targets 
at distances in excess of 
100 nautical miles 
— from one F-14. Other 
armament includes 
Sidewinder heat-seeking 
and Sparrow radar-guided 
missiles, plus a 20mm 
Gatling gun. 
However, the F-14 has 
had problems. Not the 
least of these is the TF-30 
engine, for Congress 
refused to buy the larger 
turbofans for which the 
| Tomcat was designed. 
| Grumman was in financial 
trouble as a result of cost 
overruns early in the F-14 
project, and the problem of 
powerplants remains. 


- 
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One Tomcat pilot, 
pressed on the subject, 
admitted that the F-14 
can’t compete with the Air 
Force’s F-15 above 20,000 
feet in a dogfight. The 
Eagle, like most land-based 
fighters, is lighter than its 
carrier-borne counterpart 
and possesses the F-100 
engine which the Navy 
wanted for the Tomcat. 
However, the F-15 lacks 
the Grumman’s versatile 
missile system, particularly 
the Phoenix's range, and 
F-14 jocks see their 
superior weapons as the 
key to success and survival. 

Spare parts have also 
been items of Tomcat news 
— or, more accurately, 
lack of news. Congress and 
the Navy have preferred to 
buy new airplanes, rather 
than spares to keep all the 
available planes flying. It 
wasn’t so much a problem 
during the Carter 
administration, when the 


Navy lost more aircraft in 
peacetime than 
appropriations would 
replace. That situation is 
remedied, of course, but 
despite the change in mood 
the country has 
experienced since then, 
military spending is still 
subject to debate and 
reduction. 

Even with the problems, 
fighter pilots remain 
enthusiatic about the F-14. 
One east-coast F-4 driver 
looked at the big, 
glamorous Tomcat and 
shook his head. “That 
thing is straight out of Star 
Trek. Would I love to get. 
my hands on it!” The F-14 
pilots I’ve talked to all 
seem sold on their bird, 
partly because of its 
excellent maneuverability 
and the invaluable asset of 
a second set of eyes in the 
back seat. 

Exclaimed one, “I think 
it’s great. I'd love to go to 
war in an F-14. With our 
missile system we can 


DRUG ABUSE: REVERSING TREND 
by Barrett Tillman 


As is often the case, old friends were aboard. During one 
lunch alone, Bob Lawson, my mentor aboard the Ranger. 
said hello to three former shipma and two stopped to 
talk, They told much the same story, though one was as- 
signed to ship’s company and the other to the air wing. The 
main topic was drug abuse, Official statistics of drug cases per 
100 men in each department on one carrier over a 12-manth 
period showed problems in every section. The figures ranged 
from a low of two percent in safety to nearly 20 percent in 
the Deck and Flight Departments 

But these reflect only the officially noted cases. The 
leading chief of one squadron estimated that 70 percent of 
his enlisted men regularly use everything from marijuana to 
cocaine. “And the hell of it is,” he said, “a lot of these guys 
are my top maintenance people.” 

Happily, the situation has improved in the last three vears. 


thanks largely to a tighter approach characterized by the “Not 
in My Navy” attitude at the top. The Chief of Naval Opera- 


tions sets pelicy, and a good many men — officers and en 
listed alike aint to the term of Adm. Elmo Zumwalt as the 
origin of maxyy “lavy problems. Others say that the Zumwalt 
programs werd jaraely beneficial in the long run, but insist 
that the midst of a shooting war was no time to initiate such 
changes or soft-pedal discipline. 

Adm, T.B, Hayward, who retired as CNO in 1982, 
receives high marks for his get-tough policy with habitual 
drug abusers and malcontents, He did much to reverse the 
dangerous trend of the 1970s, recognizing that no effective 
military service can operate democratically. 

Not in combat 

The chiefs we met still found advantages in life at sea, even 
in the frustrating environment of the time. “It's a pleasure to 
work with the young men who are really interested in learn 
ing their jobs,” the leading chief told me. “One of them 
makes up for all the duds.” 
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tackle a bad guy and leave 
him dead before he knows 
we’re there,” 

Opinions seemed divided 
on the 20mm gun. Several 
pilots said they don’t expect 
to get close enough to a 
hostile aircraft to use the 
Gatling, but others weren’t 
so sure. The lessons of air 
combat since WWII show 
that regardless of how fast 
the aircraft or how 
sophisticated the missiles, 
somebody is going to end 
up hanging in a six-G turn 
over the weeds, too close to 
fire a missile. In that case, 
the gun’s worth is obvious. 

Apparently the largest 
concern about the Tomcat’s 
fighting ability is its vertical 
performance. Its rate of 
climb is less than most 
pilots would wish, but the 
fighter jocks seem 
optimistic about their 
chances against the 
opposition. Today, the 
potential opponents are 
largely MiG-21s and 23s. 
The vaunted cut-and-thrust 
dogfighter of the Vietnam 
War, the MiG-17, has 
largely disappeared. The 21 
is some 20 years old — 
though still a dangerous 
opponent — but the 23 is a 
contemporary of the 
Tomcat. However, all the 
newest Soviet fighters seem 


ABOVE: It’s busy on deck 
as Air Wing Two’s A-7 
squadrons exercise their 
planes. RIGHT: Space is 
at a premium on carriers, 
regardless of their size. 
These two A-6Es are 
parked with their tails 
clearly overhanging the 
deck edge in order to 
provide a bit more room. 
BELOW: SH-3H Sea King 
of Helicopter Squadron 
Two hovers over Ranger’s 
flight deck. Choppers 
serve double duty, 
providing anti-submarine 
protection in addition to 
rescue service. 
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designed more as 
interceptors than as air- 
superiority craft types. The 
25, 27 and 28 — according 
to knowledgeable officers 
— are fast, high-altitude 
aircraft not intended for 
close-in dogfighting. 

Ironically, one threat 
which Ranger’s aircraft 
faced upon sailing the 
Indian Ocean in 1980 was 
Iranian F-14s. The Shah 
purchased 80, and 77 were 
thought to $e intact as of 
that Summer, There had 
been reports of IAF 


Tomcats prowling up and 
down the Arabian Sea fron- 
tier but, after years without 
new spare parts, it seemed 
unlikely that more than a 
handful were still flying. 
Furthermore, it was said 
that numerous 
maintenance personnel 
were executed in the 
religious zealotry which 
followed the Ayatollah’s 
return. At least a few F-14s 
were employed in the early 
stages of the on-again-off- 
again war with Iraq — 
apparently as airborne 
radar stations. 

Of larger concern is the 
intelligence value of F-14 
documents which may have 
fallen into communist 
hands during the confusion 
in Iran. Opinions from 
insiders on this delicate 
subject have ranged from a 
confident “Don’t worry,” to 
an eyeball-rolling “Don’t 


ask.” Some Navy people 
concede that the Russians 
may well have flown a 
Tomcat by now — perhaps 
even have one in the Soviet 
Union. But they insist the 
next-generation avionics in 
current F-14s largely 
negates such breaches. 
One year later, in August 
1981, a pair of VF-41 
Tomcats abruptly found 
themselves in a shootout 
with Arab-flown aircraft. 
However, the confrontation 


occurred not in the Indian 
Ocean or the Arabian Sea, 
but over the Gulf of Sidra 
on Libya’s coast. 

For reasons which 
remain unclear, two Sukhoi 
fighter-bombers engaged a 
section of Nimitz fighters 
flying standard patrol 
during a Mediterranean 
fleet exercise. In a brief 
combat encounter, the 
Tomcats each splashed a 
Fitter with a new-model 
Sidewinder, the AIM-9L. 

That remains the extent 
of the Tomcat’s combat 
experience — with results 
unsurprising but satisfying 
nonetheless. Insiders say 
that one of the F-14 pilots 
aptly summarized the 
situation as he selected 
HEAT on his armament 
switch, squeezed the trigger 
and radioed, “Take 
that, raghead.” 

True or not, it 
spoke volumes. 

Two other squadrons 
rounded out Air Wing Two’s 
tactical organization. One 
was Early Warning 
Squadron 117 (VAW-117) 
with the awkward-looking 
E-2B Hawkeye 
(“Hummers,” they’re called 
for the droning noise they 
make in flight) which 
provides airborne radar 
coverage beyond radar 
range of the task force. 
They can direct F-14s to 
intercept without having to 
see the target. The Israeli 
Air Force employed E-2Cs 
to excellent effect in the 
1982 Lebanon campaign, 
directing Mirages, F-15s 
and F-16s to a claimed 
65-1 thrashing of the 
Syrian Air Force. 

Electronic warfare 
becomes more important 
each year. Probably the 
best tactical ECM aircraft 
now flying is Grumman’s 
EA-6B. Developed from the 
Intruder, the Prowler is in 
reality # @ifferent aircraft, 
with different engities, two 
extra seats for electronic- 
warfare officers and a 
completely different 
mission. By jamming 
enemy radar and 
communications and 
penetrating hostile ECM 
fields, the EA-6Bs could 
decide a conventional naval 
battle. Thus, the Rooks of 
VAQ-137 enjoy an 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 39 


USS Ranger underway. 
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RANGER 
AT A GLANCE 


by Barrett Tillman 


CV-61 is the eighth U:S, Navy vessel to bear the name 
Ranger. The first was John Pau! Jones’ 18-gun frigate 
launched in 1777. 

The seventh was CV-4, the first aircraft carrier designed 
and built as such from the keel up. Launched in 1931, she 
led an inglorious career and was scrapped in 1947. 

The current Ranger has already exceeded her predeces- 
sor’s service by nine years. Laid down in August 1954, she 
cost the taxpayers $182,162.000. In August 1957 she was 
commissioned as third ship of the new Forrestal-class. Thus. 
she’s one of the oldest flattops still in service. but her statistics 
are impressive — not the least of which is her 80.000-1on 
displacement when futly loaded. 

Her angled flight deck measures 1,071 feet long by 270 
feet wide, an area ef about four acres to operate some 80 air- 
craft. Her eight boilers deliver the equivalent of over 
280,000 horsepower to four 32-foot propellers, producing a 
top speed of roughly 30 knots. 

Most of Ranger’s career has been spent in the Pacific. She 
joined the Pacific Fleet directly after commissioning, and 
began the normal series of deployments. port periods. and 
periodic overhauls common to all carriers. But in 24 years of 
service. the old girl has experienced some lively times. 

It is now all but forgotten, but in 1963 the Russians took 
delight in overflying U.S. carriers whenever they could. 
Ranger became the sixth flattop subjected to these antics 
when, in June of that year, six Soviet bombers passed near- 
by while she steamed 330 miles east of Japan. 

Eventually an Ivan became too exuberant at this sport, and 
caught a wingtip while circling a carrier. He exited in a spec- 
tacular splash, e fun stopped. Since then, Soviet air- 
crafthave see their distance in surveillance flights. 

The-cold wai hot in 1964, and Ranger went to the 
South China Sea in company with the anti-submarine carrier 
Keargarge and a flock, of-escorts. One of the early Southeast 
Asian chores was aefial reconnaissance over Vietnam’and 
Laos, and Ranger's RF-8 photo Crusaders did much ‘of the 
work, R Recalled her captain at the time: “It was slick. Ih, and 
out without laying a glove.on ‘em!” 

Therefore. CV-61 was present almost from‘the beginning 
‘of the Vietnam War. In February 1965, she launched some 
of the first “Rolling Thunder” strikes against North Vietnam, 
in retaliation for communist inilitary buildup and activity in 
the region. But it wasn't all one-sided. 

In April, Ranger’s fighters became engaged ‘in the Navy's 
first aerial combat over Indochina. Four F-4 Phantoms were 
flying combat air patrol south of ChiCom Hainan Island in 
the Tonkin Gulf while a bridge strike was in progress south of 
Hanoi. The Chinese scrambled several MiG-17s, which 
engaged the Phantoms. One F-4 got a good Sidewinder shot 
which connected, and the stricken MiG was thought to 
splash. However, it was officially listed as a probable. One 
F-4 failed to return, apparently running out of fuel. 

Ranger made history again in June 1966 when she 
launched Skyhawks and Phantoms in the first attack against 
previously prohibited petroleum storage targets near 
Haiphong. Other Vietnam cruises continued through the re- 
mainder of the war. 

Ranger is likely to remain active for some time. She’s 
scheduled for extensive modernization later in this decade 
(it’s cheaper to overhaul an existing ship than build a new 
one). And if past experience is any indication, she'll steam 
the deep, blue waiters of the Pacific for years to come. # 
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since in some cases it tends 
to overshadow other 
important aspects of the 
job. They claim that tactics 
and other branches of 
airmanship suffer when an 
aviator’s efficiency is judged 
largely on his “traps.” 

There are other, deeper 
dissatisfactions. The Navy 
has recently experienced 
aviation-retention 
problems; in one four-year 
period only about 28 
percent of the pilots 
remained in the service. 
Back-seaters and other 
non-pilots average about 
two-thirds retention, but 
the men behind the stick 
find commercial airlines 
alluring. One can hardly 
blame them. Aside from 
better pay, there is much 
more free time and only a 
fraction of the 
family separation. 

However, another factor 
figures prominently in the 
picture and it has little to 
do with family or money. It 
comes under the heading of 
“Job satisfaction.” I’ve lost 
track of the number of 
aviators who have said, 
“Hey, I don’t want to be 
CNO [Chief of Naval 
Operations]. I just want to 
fly the damned airplane.” 
But unrelated 
responsibilities have been 
heaped upon junior and 
middle-grade officers — 
particularly the “people 
programs” of the Zumwalt 
years. Counseling and 
other sociological chores 
are resented by many 
aviators who feel unjustly 
burdened with jobs which 
have nothing to do with 
preparing to fight a war. So 
they have left the service in 
distressing numbers. 

The situation has 
improved in the past two 
years, for a variety of 
reasons. Fewer airline jobs 
has a lot to do with it, but 
greater Navy awareness of 
the problem also affects the 
retention picture. All ranks 
and MOS positions are 
subject to poor retention, 
and pay raises — badly 
needed for years — only 
began to close the gap after 
the 1980 elections. The 
situation may not be 
characterized as good, but 
it is fortunately 
getting better. 


Still, flying off the boat is 
what Navy Air is all about. 
And while it is true that 
launch and recovery are a 
means to an énd — 
accomplishment of the 
mission — they possess a 
glamor and fascination all 
their own. Ranger during 
our visit was blessed with a 
dedicated, skilled flight- 
deck crew. While we were 
aboard, every launch went 
exactly on schedule. It was 
as if the catapult officer 
were standing there, 
waiting for his watch to 
tick off the precise second. 
Most launches involved 
small tactical formations 
including F-14s, A-6s, A-7s 
and usually some 
S-3s and E-2s. 

Launch is by catapult, 
both from the portside 
angled deck and forward off 
the bow. The aircraft are 
towed or taxied into 
position and affixed to the 
cats while the jet-blast 
deflectors are raised. Next, 
the engines are run up to 
military power. Then, 
satisfied all is ready, the 
cat officer at each station 
queries the pilot by visual 
signal. The pilot smartly 
salutes, braces his helmet 
against the headrest and 
waits for the shot. 

Seated in the middle of 
the deck, amidst the noise 
and violence and seeming 
confusion, is the green- 
jerseyed sailor who actually 
sends each plane on its 
way. Working at a pop-up 
console normally stowed 
flush with the deck, he 
watches the launch officer’s 
hands. When the cat officer 
kneels low and jabs his arm 
forward — like a fencer 
thrusting below an 
opponent's blade — the 
crewman pushes the 
button. Two seconds later, 
35 tons of airplane wings 
off the deck under 412 Gs 
acceleration as the 
powerful steam catapult 
surges forward. Even with 
locked brakes, an aircraft 
would be shot into the air. 


Continued on page 71 
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HATEVER you want to call it— 

the Patchett, Sterling, L2A3 or 
Mark 4 — this excellent British 9mm Para- 
bellum submachine gun has been around 
for more than 40 years, but only now has 
it become available in quantity in the 
United States. Imported exclusively by 
Lanchester U.S.A., Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 47332, Dallas, TX 75247), the 
Sterling submachine guns are manufac- 
tured by Sterling Armament Company, 
Ltd. in Dagenham, Essex, England. 

During World War II, Sterling manu- 
factured the Lanchester MkII submachine 
gun for the British Navy (a copy of the 
German MP281], which in turn was a fur- 
ther modification of the MP181 designed 
by Hugo Schmeisser in the late 1920s). The 
Lanchester was heavy and expensive, 
doomed to early replacement by the lighter 
and more economical STEN. Altogether a 
total of 3,750,000 STENs were produced 
between 194] and late 1945, but were 
never deemed totally satisfactory. Efforts 
to develop more reliable designs com- 
menced during WWII. 

In September 1942, George William 
Patchett of Sterling submitted a subma- 
chine gun to the British Army for trial. At 
most, a hundred of these guns were 
delivered before the war ended and a few 
may have been tested in combat. Devel- 
opment of Patchett’s submachine gun 
continued after the war and a series of 
competitive trials between it and a dozen 
other contenders were held between 1945 
and 1953. After large-scale troop trials 
with the Patchett, it as finally adopted in 
1953 and given the designation L2A], 

The Sterling submachine guns are, with- 
out doubt, the most expensively and finely 
made weapons in their class. The quality 
control standards to which they are held 
more than surpass all possible requirements. 

The bolt is machined, not cast, out of 
ordnance steel. Sixty separate machine 
operations are required. Many of its small 
parts are made of forgings which have 
been precision machine-finished. The use 
of sheet-metal stampings has been limited 
to components such as the folding stock 
and the magazine. The close fit and close 
tolerances found on this weapon are as- 
tounding. The folding stock, for example, 
must be broken in by repeated manipula- 
tion before it will operate smoothly. 

The L2A1 submachine gun as original- 
ly adopted included certain components 
designed to ease disassembly. The grip 
screw and retracting handle were com- 
bined to form an Allen key for removal 
of the barrel screws and the spring block 
at the rear of the bolt included a drift 
punch for removing the extractor pin. 

Although the basic Sterling design has 
not been changed, improvements have 
been made in production techniques and 
two distinct variants can be noted. 

The L2A2 incorporated improvements 
gleaned from field experience. The chamber 
was modified for improved feeding, the 
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folding stock strengthened and the tools in- 
cluded with the L2A1 eliminated. Both the 
L2A] and L2A2 are referred to as the Mark 
3 by the Sterling Company. 

The L2A3 (Sterling’s Mark 4) was swift- 
ly adopted in 1954 and remains essentially 
the same after almost 30 years. Current 
spare parts will fit any Mark 4 ever made. 
The L2A3 differs from its predecessors in 
the following way: The butt stock was again 
redesigned, the trigger guard was remov- 
able for winter use, the front sight was made 
adustable, the chamber modified to NATO 
standards and minor changes were made on 
other parts. 

The Sterling submachine gun is blow- 
back-operated and fires from the open bolt. 
The bolt has a fixed firing pin and rounds 
are fired by advanced primer ignition. The 
bolt is unique. It features four transverse 
ribs machined from its sides. The sharp 
edges of these ribs cut away fouling and 
debris as the bolt reciprocates within the 
receiver tube. Material picked up by this 
process is gradually removed via an open 
notch cut below the barrel’s chamber face 
and a hole at the bottom of the receiver’s end 
cap. 

A spring-loaded pin, located inside the 
bolt body, prevents misassembly of the 
weapon: The retracting handle cannot be 
reinserted until this pin has been pushed 
forward by the center pin on the recoil 
spring assembly. This ensures the retracting 
handle’s passage through a hole in the cen- 
ter pin, firmly tying the bolt and recoil 
spring assembly together. 

The L2A3’s recoil spring assembly con- 
sists of four units: the previously men- 
tioned center pin, an inner and outer recoil 


ABOVE: Test-firing semi-auto Mark 6 
Carbine, Marty Hart wears Canadian 
current-issue para smock and Brit seven- 
mag Landing-Party Chest Pouch, worn 

in Falklands War. ABOVE INSET: Sterling 


VESTMENT 


Famous British 
Weapons Now 
Readily Available in U.S. 


SMGs, here carried by cop in Mombassa, 
Kenya, find favor worldwide. BELOW: 

Al Nordeen in Waffen SS look-alike 1978 
Danish test-pattern tries ultra-quiet L34A1. 
BOTTOM: Controllable, reliable L2A3. 
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spring and a middle housing which con- 
nects the two springs. This arrangement, 
though expensive, increases reliability with 
all types of ammunition. The outer spring 
absorbs most of the recoil produced by soft 
to medium loads, while the inner spring 
compresses fully only when really hot 
ammo is fired. 

The extruded, ventilated receiver tube 
has two finger guards mounted on the right 
side, one just forward of the ejection port 
and one aft of the muzzle. Useful additions 
— sliding the hand rearward over the ejec- 
tion port has produced many a malfunction 
with the STEN and moving the supporting 
hand forward, past the muzzle, can result 
in some damage to that limb. 

The magazine well has been carefully 
oven brass-brazed to the left side of the 
receiver tube. The 34-round curved mag- 
azine is of the modern two-position feed 
type. Easy to load by hand, no special tool 
is issued or required. The magazine’s for- 
ward lip serves as a feed ramp. Sterling 
Armament’s magazine body is constructed 
of four pieces of spot-welded sheet metal, 
while that fabricated at the Royal Ordnance 
Factory at Fazackerly is a two-piece unit. 

The magazine follower of both is 
unique. Instead of the usual sheet-metal 
platform, the follower is composed of two 
offset roller bearings. Once again, quite 
expensive to produce, but another keen 
edge in reliability. The heavy, reliable 
magazine coil spring is circular rather than 
the usual rectangular configuration. 

Magazines for the Canadian C1 SMG (a 
slight modification of the L2A3 made by 
Canadian Arsenals, Ltd.), hold only 30 
rounds and employ a conventional maga- 


zine follower. The Canadian Cl magazine 
can be fired in the L2A3, as can the 34- 
sund Australian F1 SMG magazines. 

Contrary to the advice of Jane’s, the 32- 
‘ound STEN and 50-round Lanchester 
magazines, which will fit in the Sterling 
magazine well, should not be used. Their 
angle of feed is incorrect and premature 
detonation is quite possible, especially in 
the full-auto guns. 

The L2A3 barrel is only 7.8 inches long. 
It has six grooves and a right-hand-twist 
with one turn in 9.84 inches, about normal 
for 9mm Parabellum. The barrel is firmly 
seated inside the receiver housing and held 
in place by two three-sixteenths-inch Allen 
screws attached through its mounting bar at 
the muzzle end. It is not normally removed 
when field-stripping the gun. 

The front blade sight is adjustable for 
zero. The rear peep sight is of the flip type, 
with apertures for 100 and 200 meters. The 
total sight radius is 16.1 inches. 

The Sterling’s trigger assembly is nicely 
positioned, under and immediately to the 
rear of the magazine well. The balance 
characteristics are excellent. The rein- 
forced, impact-resistant, one-piece, black 
plastic pistol grip is both the correct size 
and shape. The grip-to-receiver angle is 
perfect, and the selector lever is easily 
manipulated by the thumb of the firing 
hand. The three selector positions are 
marked ‘‘SAFE,”’ ‘‘I’’ for semiautomatic 
fire and ‘‘34’’ for full-auto. The posi- 
tioning sequence is proper, as pushing the 
lever forward (the natural reaction) places 
the weapon first in the semiauto mode and 
finally into full-auto. 

The trigger mechanism is unitized and 
can be removed easily. Merely turn the 
trigger group retaining pin slothead in line 
with the word ‘‘FREE’’ on the right side of 
the pistol grip and drive out the pin with the 
nose of a bullet. Pull the trigger back 
toward the rear, disengage it from the step 
in the receiver, swing outward and remove. 
The trigger guard is removed from the 
group by pushing out its forward pin, 
swinging the guard downward and unhook- 
ing it from the underplate. 

Believe it or not, this procedure is easier 
done than described. 

When the selector is set to ‘“SAFE,’’ the 
disconnector remains frozen and the bolt 
cannot move forward or be retracted rear- 
ward. When the selector lever is set to 
“*34,”’ its spindle is rotated forward out of 
contact with the disconnector. When the 
trigger is pulled, the nose of the sear is 
lowered off the bolt’s bent and the bolt will 
continue to reciprocate as long as the trig- 
ger is pulled and cartridges remain in the 
magazine. When the selector is set to ‘‘I,”’ 
the selector spindle’s inner arm rotates up- 
ward to meet the disconnector. When the 
trigger is pulled the sear comes down as 
before and the bolt flies foward. Now, 
however, the disconnector rotates 
clockwise, causing its nose to slip off the 
spring-loaded sear which rises to stop the 
boit’s travel. 
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The Sterling’s folding stock was ob- 
viously designed by a mad German sci- 
entist held captive in a British laboratory 
after the war: Its Teutonic complexity bog- 
gles the mind. A verbal description of its 
operation reads like a set of computer soft- 
ware instruction. Suffice to say, if its use 
can be anticipated, the stock should be ex- 
tended well beforehand. In fact, British 
Army regulations specify the stock to be 
extended at all times while in a combat 
zone. However, it is rugged and secure, 
and once extended offers a firing platform 
second only to the wood stocks found on 
submachine guns of earlier vintage. 

With its stock folded, the L2A3 mea- 
sures 19 inches. While slightly longer than 
the Beretta M12S and the UZI, this is still 
shorter than the H&K MPSA3. 

All the Sterling submachine guns are ex- 
terior-finished with an extremely tough and 
durable crackle texture, wood-epoxy-resin 
baked enamel over phosphate. In addition 
to the protection it offers against wear and 
rust, the wrinkle texture reduces glare. 

The Mk 4 and Mk 6 Sterlings are fitted 
with a bayonet stud that accepts the No. 5 
blade bayonet originally issued with the 
.303 Enfield No. 5 rifle (the so-called 
‘Jungle Carbine’’), Bayonets on sub- 
machine guns are an anachronism that can 
be justified only for shoving prisoners 
around or riot control. At least the No. 5 
bayonet is better than earlier Enfield spike 
bayonets. It is a passable fighting knife and 
can be used to open 55-gallon drums. The 
British spike bayonet was never more than 
a modified tent peg. 

The Sterling’s web sling is slightly wider 
than the STEN’s. The rear is attached to a 
non-rotating swivel on the end cap. Adjust- 
ment is by brass buckle and a miniature 
Enfield-type brass loop. The non-rotating, 
spring-loaded brass front hook is attached 
through two of the receiver’s vent holes to 
the left and rear of the front sight. Not as 
good as the Beretta M12S sling, but it will 
do and it’s better than most. 

I’ve fired and observed many thousands 
of rounds through Sterling submachine 
guns and I have never witnessed a single 
malfunction — except as a consequence of 
damaged magazines or defective surplus 
ammunition. The cyclic rate is 550 rpm 
and that is as it should be: very controllable 
in every firing position, accurate and 
exhibiting high hit probability at the appro- 
priate ranges. This superbly engineered, 
beautifully executed, rugged, reliable 
weapon is all one could desire in a sub- 
machine gun, and then some. Those not 
accustomed to the STEN may have some 
difficulty adjusting to the side-mounted 
position of the magazine, but it allows the 
lowest possible prone firing position. 

Reliable intelligence sources have indi- 
cated that the U.S. government has re- 
cently made undisclosed purchases of Ster- 
ling submachine guns — both the L2A3 
and the L34A1 suppressed version — with 
delivery in Germany and pickup by un- 
marked U.S. Army trucks. I can only hope 
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the CIA is rebuilding its sadly neglected 
paramilitary potential. 

During the early 1960s, the British 
General Staff required a weapon of semi- 
automatic and full-auto capability to meet a 
standard of: ‘‘Mechanical noise to be un- 
heard at 30 meters and not to be recognized 
as a firearm at 50 meters.’’ Starting with the 
L2A3, George W. Patchett began the re- 
search and design efforts necessary to meet 
the above specifications in 1963. After four 
years of development and extensive trials, 
the L34A1 (Sterling-Patchett SMG 9mm 
Mark 5 — Silenced) was adopted by the 
British government and full-scale produc- 
tion began. 

Effective sound suppression of firearms 
must address three specific areas of con- 
cem. First, if the projectile’s velocity ex- 
ceeds the speed of sound (1,089 feet per 
second at 32 degrees at sea level), there 
will be a miniature sonic boom downrange. 
Most 9mm Parabellum muzzle velocities 
vary considerably, depending on the type 
of bullet, place of manufacture and length 
of barrel. However, almost all are slightly 
above the speed of sound. 

The L34Al makes use of a so-called 
“‘combination suppressor.’’ It incorporates 
both a muzzle suppressor that extends 
beyond the end of the barrel and a barrel 
suppressor that envelopes the entire barrel 
assembly. Downrange ‘‘crack,’’ or 
“ping,”’ is eliminated in the L34A1 by 72 
small port holes drilled into the rifling of 
the barrel which divert enough of the 
propellant gasses to drop the projectile’s 
velocity below the sonic level before it 
leaves the muzzle. 

The second, and by far the loudest sound 
produced by a firearm is the muzzle blast 
created by the shock waves produced by 
the sudden expansion of the hot propellant 
gasses as they encounter the atmosphere at 
the muzzle’s end. It is suppressing this 
sound to which firearm engineers must 


direct their greatest efforts. 

Sound suppressors are applications of 
the General Gas Law. For all ideal gasses 
the equation states that pressure equals 
temperature multiplied by a constant 
divided by volume. As muzzle blast is a 
consequence of relatively high-pressure 
gasses leaving the barrel, reduction of this 
pressure immediately before exit — by in- 
creasing the volume or decreasing the tem- 
perature or both — will reduce the sound. 

The L34A1’s muzzle blast is effectively 
diminished since the gasses escaping 
through the 72 barrel ports pass into a 
ported diffuser tube and through its holes 
into an expanded metal wrap, to be even- 
tually contained by the suppressor casing. 
These gasses seep forward partially 
through holes in the front barrel support 
and gun body, and partially by returning 
into the barrel. By the time the projectile 
exits the muzzle, most of the gas column - 
has been broken up. 

The gasses proceed to move forward, 
where they are further broken up by the 
swirling turbulence imparted by the muzzle 
suppressor, which is a spiral diffuser con- 
sisting of a series of discs held in place by 
tie rods which run from the muzzle’s end 
cap to the front support. The gasses finally 
pass into the forward expansion chamber, 
where the leading gasses are deflected rear- 
ward by the special interior profile of the 
front cap, similar to Doc Dater’s MAC- 
END (see ‘‘Full Auto,’’ SOF, August ’82, 
and ‘‘Doc Dater’s Deadly Devices,’’ SOF, 
November °81), again assisting the gas 
column’s break-up. 

The third sound, usually ignored, is the 
noise of the action itself, or ‘“bolt clatter.” 
Because the L34A] is so effective in low- 
ering the bullet’s velocity, the system’s en- 
ergy output is reduced to such a level that 
the recoil impulse on the bolt is far less 
than normal. The inner return spring, 
center pin and middle housing of the 


STERLING SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber 
LENGTH 
butt folded 
butt extended 


WEIGHT 
weapon only 


BARREL 
length 


L2A3 (Mk4) SMG 


19 inches 
27 inches 


6'lbs. 


7.8 inches 


L34A1 (Mk5) Suppressed SMG 


Mk6 Carbine 


25,75 inches 
33.75 inches 


27 inches 
35 inches. 


7 Ibs., 13 02. 7.5 Ibs. 


7.8 inches 16.125 inches 


all 6-grove, right-hand twist, pitch of 1 turn in 9.84 inches 


SIGHTS 
front 
reat, aperture 
type 


CYCLIC RATE 


METHOD OF 
OPERATION 


adjustable blade 
100 & 200 meters 


550 rpm 


Blowback, open 
bolt, fixed firing 
pin, advanced 
primer ignition 
PRICE $678 


ACCESSORIES: 


100 meters, multi-hole 


Blowback, open boit 
Fixed firing pin 
Advanced primer ignition 


adjustable blade 
100 & 200 meters 


adjustable blade 


low light level 


600 rpm N/A 


Blowback, closed 
bolt, floating, 
firing pin 


$978 $648 


magazines, 34-rd., $39 and 10-rd., $35; 3-magazine pouch, $28; bayonet & scab- 


bard, $115; 4-color service wall charts, $8.50 each; vehicle mounting bracket, $42; 
scope mount for Weaver base’ pistol scopes, $47; Suppressor armorer’s kit, ap~ ” 


proximately $300. 
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Blade bayonet from Enfield No. 5 ‘‘Jungle 
Carbine’’ fits L2A3. 


Brass sling-clip rides in ventilation holes 
in barrel sleeve above left-side-mounted 
bayonet lug. 


Grooved wooden forearm replaces military- 
issue Nomex cover to protect hand from 
heat of suppressor can on civilian L34A1. 


Multi-holed rear aperture gathers light 
for low-visibility conditions. 


Left to right: Sterling’s Mark 6, L2A3 
SMG and L34A1 suppressed SMG with 
10-round concealment magazine. 


L2A3’s spring assembly have been elimi- 
nated and the bolt itself lightened. The 
result is the lowest action noise level of any 
suppressed submachine gun on the market. 

As suppressor ‘‘cans’’ give off consider- 
able heat, the commercial version of the 
L34A1 is equipped with a wooden fore- 
arm. British Army L34Al1s are supplied 
instead with Nomex covers in camouflage 
or winter white. 

Operation of the L34A1 is the same as 
the L2A3, i.e., blowback, advanced pri- 
mer ignition, firing from the open bolt. The 
trigger assembly remains the same also. 
For even greater accuracy and lower noise 
level, British SAS and Commando units 
reportedly replace the trigger assembly and 
bolt group with that of the semiautomatic, 
closed-bolt Mark 6 Carbine. 

The L34A1 has no bayonet lug and the 
front finger guard has been deleted. The 
folding stock, front sight and sling are that 
of the L2A3. A compact 10-round magazine 
is available to assist concealment on 
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Trigger pack marked ‘‘I’’ for semi- and 
“34” for full-auto. 


L2A3 with inserted Sterling 34-round maga- 
zine and 10-round concealment mag to 
immediate right. STEN 32-round and Lan- 
chester 50 single-feed sticks (below) should 
not be used. 


Carefully machined bolt sports sharp- 
edged helical ribs which cut away fouling 
as bolt reciprocates. 


Expensive but reliable roller-bearing follower 
surmounts sturdy helical spring. 


Sterling L2A3 field-stripped, showing uni- 
tized trigger group and four-component 
recoil-spring assembly. 
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APPOINTMENT 


ANGOLA Part I 


SOF Update on the War in Savimbiland 


Text & Photos by Rick Venable 
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Armed with captured weaponry, Savimbi's N late afternoon our plane touched down and 
army Stands in formation equipped with rolled to a stop in bright African sunlight. Just 


Angolan web-gear and uniform. The enemy which country we were in isn’t important. In the 
is the main supplier of the forces of Free 


Aca ik Siiers core nid-atGhe tangled politics of Africa, countries don’t always 
ae on nae Swe S cae the Shee want to advertise whom they are helping: Half the 
stentiabtinnne 30-round, ribbed, stamped- Countries on the continent play a double game of 
steel box magazine. publicly denouncing one cause or bush army while 
privately supporting it. We checked through customs 
without trouble. Our visa applications in Washington 
listed us as nature photographers, which accounted 
for seven cameras between us and 200 rolls of film. 
We went downtown and checked into a hotel, 
which I will call the Safari, as arranged with 
Savimbi’s men in Washington: the best rooms they 
had. I don’t believe in padding expense accounts, 
but I don’t believe in living in tents either, especially 
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when I am doing slightly hairy stories for 
magazines. We went to the bar and waited for 
Savimbi’s agents to contact us. 

For three days we waited. The bar at the Safari. 
was good, so we didn’t mind. My companion’s 
identity is of no particular importance here — I'll 
just call him Jim. Then on the fourth night, the desk 
paged me for a telephone call. A thickly accented 
voice said, “Mr. Venable? This is Raoul. You are 
with...?” Actually he didn’t say Raoul, but the 
name he did use wasn’t his anyway. I named the 
publication that, theoretically, we were with. He 
said he would meet us in the lobby in 12 minutes. 

After the usual exchange of pass-phrases, Raoul 
told us how to catch a plane for another country, 
and then another, a chain which would end with us 
landing at a crude strip in Angola. He took us to the 
airport the next morning. We never saw him again. 

Somewhat later, on an afternoon with broken 
thunderstorms covering the sky and gusty winds 
blowing, we were flying over the Angolan bush in a 
bucking, bouncing bush plane at an altitude of 50 
feet — at least, that’s what the pilot said, but I’d 
guess it was more like 30 at times. 

Lightning flickered nearby and the winds were 
rough. Rain smeared across the windshield 
intermittently and disappeared. The pilot never said 
anything about himself, but he had to be good not 
to splash us across the countryside racing below. 
The pucker factor gets high when you know you are 
a wind-shear away from buying it, but nobody 
seemed upset about it. 1 think we all knew from 
experience that fear is useless once you are actually 
in such a situation. 

The pilot didn’t take us higher because you can 
never be sure who is in the bush below with a 
SAM-7. Angola is wild country these days. 
Savimbi’s men have missiles, and might not have 
gotten the word that we were coming. SWAPO is 
active in some areas. The Cubans and the black 
army out of Luanda also have antiaircraft weapons. 
At 50 feet, they can’t get a lock on you. 

And there is a prejudice in these parts about 
showing up on radar screens. We didn’t want a 
Luandan MiG-21 vectored to us. Whether he could 
have shot down a maneuverable plane that preferred 
flying at grasstop level was an interesting question 
— one that I didn’t want answered. 

A slight gash appeared in the bush below. Angola 
is flat and sandy, dotted with trees about 20 feet 
apart. It all looks the same. We banked sharply 
toward the strip — just finding it was a neat piece of 
navigation at low altitude — and swooped 
immediately into a landing run. As we entered our 
roll, | saw a group of armed men step from the 
surrounding growth. Either those are Savimbi’s 
people, I thought, or we are in very deep shit. The 
rifles were AKs. 

We taxied back and Jim got out. The pilot was 
already checking his magnetos for the flight out. 
The troops from the woods surrounded the plane, 
looking neither hostile nor friendly. There were 
maybe 30 of them. They were very black, and 
dressed in the usual guerrilla grab-bag of captured 
Cuban fatigues, old Portuquese stuff gotten god- 
knows-where, jeans, bush hats of all kinds, 
bandannas, T-shirts, jump boots, combat boots of 
three or four armies, etc. The weapons were mostly 
AKs of various kinds, but one was a Chinese model 
56. One fellow carried an M79 bloop tube. 
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ABOVE: 

| Abdominal 

; surgery in 

grass-hut 

hospital. LEFT: 

Villagers sing 

“Death to 

Cubans” to 

author and 

friend. RIGHT: ff 
UNITA soldiers = 
seem to control 

the bush as 

they roam 

freely through 

Savimbi- 

controlled 

southeastern 

Angola. 


A big fellow in cammies and a red beret with two 
gold stars stepped forward with a friendly smile. I 
will call him General Jones. A lot of Savimbi’s 
people have families in the Cuban areas and don’t 
want their names used for fear of reprisal. 

“Mr. Venable! Welcome to free Angola. Was your 
flight comfortable?” 

Actually it wasn’t, but I didn’t say so. He 
introduced us to Lt. Helper, we'll call him, who was 
to be our escort. Helper was a young agreeable 
fellow who spoke decent English. 

“Now if you will step this way, gentlemen, we'll get 
you, how do you say, logged in,” said General Jones. 

We followed him 20 feet into the bush and got our 
first lesson in the local war. Beneath a tree was a 
grass-thatched hut sunk halfway into the ground. 
We hadn’t seen it from the air. Angola looks like 
open country, or at least open enough that hiding 
would be hard. It isn’t. Anything built under a tree is 
invisible from the air, even if you know where to 
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look. Not surprisingly, most of Savimbi’s buildings 
are under trees. 

Inside the hut it was cool and dim. We sat on 
chairs made from the same grass-and-branch 
construction as the hut itself and sipped sumo, the 
sticky-sweet passion-fruit juice that seems to be the 
only thing the Angolans drink. A white table cloth 
gave an air of elegance. Meanwhile, outside the 
entire population of a neighboring village sang 
patriotic songs to us. This happened in every village 
we saw: Everybody came out and sang to us. 
Sometimes we felt trapped in a musical comedy. 

We boarded a pair of Russian-supplied Star 
trucks, also invisible beneath the trees. For a guy 
who did his time in Nam, there is something deeply 
satisfying about riding in captured Russian trucks, 
with an escort of 40 guerrillas with captured Russian 
rifles. It was almost like seeing the war in Asia from 
the other side, and it was an eye-opener. 

As we roared and bullied our way through the 
bush, | chatted with Lt. Helper. The Stars are brutal 
things and don’t need roads in the semi-open 
terrain. Your kidneys pay a price for this versatility. 

“We don’t like the Stars too much,” Helper said. 
“When they get hot they stop. Sometimes we can’t 
travel in the daytime around noon. The best trucks 
are the Mercedes, but the Cubans don’t have them, 
sO we can’t get many.” 

The troopers with us were alert from habit, but 
not much worried about ambushes. We were close 
to territory that is firmly under Savimbi’s control. As 
Helper explained, “The Cubans don’t know the bush 
so they stay on the roads. The Angolans in Luanda’s 
army don’t like the Cubans either, so they don’t try 
too hard to find us. Our guerrillas would kill them 
before they got here anyway.” 

Something that | could never explain is why 
Cuban air power isn’t a threat to UNITA (the correct 
acronym for Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola in Portuguese). Much of our stay would be in 
the southeastern sector, home of Savimbi’s base 
areas. UNITA obviously controls the southeast: 
Trucks drive by day without any attempt to stay 
under cover, and at night with lights. But major 
bases are large and obvious from the air. 

Although | can see why the Cubans can’t get at 
UNITA on the ground, even though there are said to 
be 20,000 to 40,000 of them, I could never 
understand why Luanda didn’t make occasional 
bombing runs just to disrupt things and hurt morale. 
Savimbi’s people say that the Russians are afraid of 
being shot down — that they are trying to keep the 
war as cheap as possible — but I never saw an anti- 
aircraft position, and UNITA doesn’t have a lot of 
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SAM-7s. Whatever the explanation, we drove openly 
through the countryside. 

Soon the skies were clear and the tsetse flies 
started to bite. They are over-engineered bugs that 
don’t crush unless you swat hell out of them. A herd 
of 200 buffalo blocked our way for a few minutes. 
We finally pulled into a collection of concealed huts 
that turned out to be a motor pool. | was surprised. 
I had talked to a friend who had come the same 
route, more or less, a couple of years before. He had 
described UNITA as being gutsy, but not having 
much to work with. In the next two weeks we would 
see that Savimbi’s organization has gotten a lot 
more sophisticated since then. 

For example, Lt. Helper took us through a 
clearing containing a dozen Russian trucks, 
including what looked to be about 15-ton models, 
and led us into the carburetor shop. Several 
technicians were rebuilding carbs and diesel 
injectors. In the next hut over, a fellow was hand- 
polishing crankshaft journals. A metal-working drill 
press and an arc-welder were in another hut, 
attached to a big diesel generator — also of East 
European make. Thank you, Ivan. There was a 
warehouse of rebuilt parts. 

“Sometimes when we get trucks, they are not in 
very good condition. You know, we shoot them to 
make them stop,” the master mechanic explained to 
us. “If we have spare parts, we can get them 
running before the Cubans come back.” 

We broke for goat meat and bread, while the local 
village sang to us as usual. It takes a while to get 
used to having 150 people singing and waving signs 
reading “Death to the Cubans” while you eat. 

The weapons interested me. I was now seeing a 
broader mixture. For example, there were FNs 
around, some RPG-2s and a lot of RPG-7s, and an . 
occasional PKM machine gun. The heaviest stuff we 
saw was Soviet mortars, mostly 82mm, and heavy 
machine guns in 12.7mm and 14.5mm. UNITA has 
captured some artillery, but I think they took it 
mostly because it seemed a waste to leave it, or 
because they hope to use it later. Right now, in 
waging what is still mostly a guerrilla war, they can’t 
use it. The Cuban MiGs and helicopter gunships — 
mostly Mi-8s — make artillery too vulnerable. 

My big question was: Where does the armament 
come from? Savimbi’s people claim that most of it is 
captured, with a little being bought on the 
international arms market. I didn’t see anything to 
contradict this. The M-79s may have come through 
Cuba by way of North Vietnam, for example, and 
the FNs may well be captured remnants of 
Portuguese issue. I am more inclined to believe 
UNITA than I would be to trust most guerrilla 
movements, since they were truthful in everything I 
could check. 

On the other hand, friends of mine in Washington, 
who watch African wars for organizations who care 
about such things, think that the South Africans are 
providing arms. Maybe. And then there are those 
people who think that a black army can’t be good 
enough to do anything on its own, so South Africa 
must be running the show. They are wrong. Savimbi 
may or may not get whatever South Africa captures 
from SWAPO, but UNITA’s troops are clearly 
competent soldiers. 

After leaving the motor pool, we set off for four 
days of inspecting military camps and friendly 
villages. When UNITA’s troops decide to go 


50 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


LEFT: UNITA 
motor-pool — 
communist- 
bloc trucks 
power economy 
of free Angola: 
scrap metal for 
weapons parts 
and tools, 
spare parts for 
other trucks 
and engines for 
pumps and 
generators. 
BELOW: 
Captured 
Russian- 
supplied Polish 
Star truck 
hidden in trees’ 
shade. 
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somewhere, they just go. Several times we drove 24 
straight hours in those godawful Russian trucks. The 
roads were just tracks in the bush where a truck 

had been before. 

Not all of it was in friendly territory. The troops 
sat quietly in the back, locked and loaded, eyeing 
the passing bush. It is home to them. They can see 
things that a Cuban would never notice, things like 
a solitary zebra half-hidden at a range of 500 yards. 
When we stopped to eat, the troops fanned out for a 
360-degree perimeter without being told. Then they 
just sort of disappeared, squatting in the growth — 
locked, loaded and looking. Don’t try to sneak up on 
these guys unless you are real crafty or bulletproof. 

1 began to see why the Cubans have a serious 
problem here. The villages see a lot of UNITA, and 
obviously like Savimbi’s men. Crops in the fields are 
prospering, which means that the army has enough 
to eat. The political arm of UNITA knows its stuff. 
At each village the population would assemble to 
sing to us. Clearly they are told to do so, but it isn’t 
as artificial as it might sound to an American: These 
people love to sing, and would just as soon do it to 
us as for any other reason. 
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ABOVE: UNITA soldier armed 
with American-made M79 
grenade launcher. M79s may 
have arrived in Angola from 
North Vietnam via Cuba, or 
they could be supplied to 
UNITA by South Africa. LEFT: 
Camouflaged UNITA guerrillas 
training in Cuando Cubango 
Province, Angola. LOWER 
LEFT: Author Venable takes a moment to digest 
hasty meal of famous local specialty — croc tartare 
— before going out in search of story. BELOW: 
UNITA blacksmith at hearth, reforging parts taken 
from Russian trucks into tools and weapons for 
UNITA guerrillas. 
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Unusual in Africa, Savimbi trooper carries 
Hungarian 7.62x39mm AMD-65 assault 
rifle, variant of AKM. Normal Hungarian 
issue sports front pistol-grip, here 
replaced by fore-end from Soviet AK. 
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Then General Jones would introduce us to the 
village elders, who would give us a present. (Once it 
was an incredibly savage-looking chicken that 
plainly wanted to kill somebody. I motioned the 
fellow to give it to my friend, Jim: Tactical alertness 
is a military virtue.) General Jones would then lead 
the people in a two-minute chorus of “Long live 
Savimbi! Death to the Cubans!”, then grin, wave, 
and away we’d go. This kind of political technique 
means that the Luandan army will never get 
any help hereabouts. 

To put it in a sentence, these guys are savvy 
guerrillas. 
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One night we pulled into a hospital compound — 
another collection of grass huts. UNITA has a lot of 
hut-compounds scattered through the bush that are 
unoccupied except when a contingent of troops 
comes through. The hospital was always in use, but 
the buildings were no more elaborate than usual. 

Lions were coughing in the night. They 
occasionally attack villages, and have been known 
to jump into the back of a truck and wipe out a 
platoon. We turned into our assigned hut and took 
our malaria pills. We never even saw a mosquito, 
the rainy season not yet underway, but in another 
week or two malaria would have been certain 
without pills. 

Next morning the director of the hospital came to 
take us on a tour. It was a strange experience. They 
have one European-trained surgeon, one microscope 
and not a hell of a lot else. We watched girls doing 
blood-types in one hut, competently using the 
microscope. The recovery ward, a long hut with 
grass cots, was filled with men with feet blown off by 
mines, legs shattered by bullets — the usual. One 
fellow with his face covered in heavy bandages lay 
quietly in a corner. 

“Napalm,” the director said. “The Cubans are 
using more of it. It is the worst kind of wound we 
treat.” Yeah. Bad burns are likely not to make it in 
the United States. In Angola, you can just about 
forget it. The treatment in general looked 
competent, considering the lack of supplies, but the 
doctors can do only so much without equipment. 

He led us into a dirt-floored grass hut where 
major abdominal surgery was in progress. The 
surgeon was wearing combat boots and fatigues 
under his gown. He obviously knew what he was 
doing. With a lot of wounded, he keeps busy. 

Hours later, I asked him how the war was going 
medically. In so many words, he said lousy, but we 
get by. “We need antibiotics,” he said, “and we need 
instruments, especially microscopes. We can train 
people to use them — we already have — but we 
can’t build microscopes. We need surgeons. We need 
supplies. We need everything.” 

Poisons are a problem. “When the Cubans know 
we are going to capture an area, or when they want 
to drive us off some piece of land, they poison food 
and the wells. In the hospitals, we get some very 
sick people this way. The hardest part is 
determining what kind of poison was used so that 
we can treat it. No, they are not using poison gas, 
not yet anyway.” 

Incidentally, hygiene in UNITA’s armed forces is 
about average for a professional force. Water is 
boiled. Latrines are deep, about eight feet on a 


guess, and well covered except for the necessary 
hole. They are deeply buried after filling. Jim and 1 
ate with the troops for two weeks and never got the 
trots. The troops all look healthy and fit. The food is 
almost unbearably boring to a Westerner, consisting 
of lots of rice and potato gruel, sticky-sweet boiled 
milk and some game; but it is nourishing. 

That night Lt. Helper got on the radio and talked 
to Jamba, the main base which was next on our 
itinerary. Savimbi’s men have quite a radio net and 
can get in touch with Europe and the United States 
without trouble. They got a message through to my 
wife in two hours, for example. Helper returned and 
said that Savimbi himself would be in Jamba in two 
days and wanted to talk with us. That was good 
news. I had met him before and knew him to be 
worth talking to. We packed for the trip. 

Our last stop before heading out was a village 
that had something I wanted to see. We pulled into 
the main area, got sung to by everybody and walked 
back to a small charcoal forge on the outskirts. 

A man in a T-shirt, a well-muscled dude, was 
pounding a red-hot piece of metal on an anvil: part 
of the leaf springs from a Russian truck. This is how 
they make knives in free Angola. In fact, it is how 
they make just about everything. The Russian truck 
is the key to the Angolan economy. If the Soviets 
quit sending them, UNITA would probably collapse. 
I saw fields being irrigated with pumps powered by 
motors from Russian trucks. 

We watched for a few minutes. Then the 
blacksmith put down his hammer, got a small knife 
from a stump nearby and gave it to me. I must have 
grinned like a possum in a garbage can: I was 
happy to get something from Ivan that I liked. The 
blacksmith was so impressed by my pleasure that he 
offered me an axe made from the same truck. 

“Maybe I shouldn’t take this,” I said. “You 
probably need them.” 

“No problem, we have lots of trucks,” he 
answered. I took it. 

That night we headed out, Jim and I lying on our 
backs in the truck beds on a huge piece of foam 
rubber that, as guests, we apparently rated. We still 
bounced around like ping-pong balls in a Waring 
blender, but we were getting used to it. The stars 
were so bright you could just about read by them. 
Our piratical band of bush-hatted guerrilleros sat 
along the sides, AKs locked and loaded, smoking or 
talking quietly. We had come to like them and, I 
think, they us. The wind was cool with a touch of 
rain. Angola stretched before us, big and empty. 
You may not live forever in this racket, but 
sometimes you live well. 


Continued on page 78 


“N 
APALM,” the director 
said. “The Cubans are using 
more of it. It is the worst kind 
of wound we treat.” 
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SECOND 
S.H.O.T. 


SOF Looks at 
Small Arms in Dallas 


Text by Peter G. Kokalis 
Photos by Bill Guthrie 


BELOW: Author Pete Kokalis shoulders UZI 9mm carbine with Leatherwood ART. 


Te 


Lath 
brid’ 


Freddy Markham, marketing director of 
Survival Aids, Ltd., models SAS assault 
vest. 
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ABOVE: Beretta’s Warren Barron, Robert 
K. Brown and Peter G. Kokalis (left to 
right) parlay on new developments in the 
world of military small arms. RIGHT: 
Improving the rat trap: Leatherwood’s 
offering of a stainless Ingram. BELOW: 
Magnum Research showed cutaway Galil, 
exhibiting Israeli debt to Kalashnikov 

and Valmet. 
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Dealer 
$395 Fescil 


IKE drooling myrmidons, great mass- 
es of humanity flow up and down 
the aisles of the Dallas S.H.O.T. Show 
past booth after booth. Leering hawkers 
beckon passersby to view product after 
product destined for the firearms in- 
dustry’s scrap heap of ill-conceived 
dreams. We have time for only those 
new items on the survival and paramili- 
tary market that will really make it — 
and so do you. 

Leading the way was Beretta’s AR 70 
5.56mm NATO assault rifle, which in its 
semiautomatic-only form has now 
achieved BATF approval for importa- 
tion to the United States. Outward ap- 
pearance is that of the Stoner 63 series. 
In operation, the Beretta AR 70 piston is 
attached to the bolt carrier — again, a 
Stoner 63 feature. However, the AR 70’s 
bolt is of the two-lug, forward-locking 


One of the myrmidons wears Kokalis’s 
family motto. 


ASS8ULy 


asin 
'o 
i 


HADN'T WANTED 


MACHINE GUNS! 
HE WOULDN'T HAVE 
MADE ALL. THOSE 


ARMADILLOS! 


Well-known to outdoorsmen for the finest 
compasses, Brunton has expanded its line to 
include Lakota knives. 
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type found on the Kalashnikov. Priced 
at about $985, this finely made Beretta 
entry into the assault-rifle arena should 
be as well received here as it has been 
throughout the rest of the world over the 
last decade. 

Using the same proven design con- 
cepts and features built into all its semi- 
automatic rifles, Heckler & Koch in- 
troduced its new HK SL7 in caliber 
7.62mm NATO and HK SL6 in 5.56mm 
NATO. Wooden-stocked and bearing a 
striking resemblance to the German G43 
rifle of WWII fame, these rifles, priced 
at only $500 retail, will sell briskly. 
Jumping on the 9mm carbine band- 
wagon, H&K also displayed the HK 94, 
a long-barreled, semiautomatic-only ver- 
sion of the illustrious MP5 SMG series. 

Steyr’s semiautomatic version of the 
radical and innovative AUG has also 
been given BATF approval and should 
be in stock on dealers’ shelves soon. 
Previously described in SOF (‘‘Steyr’s 
Firing Line,’’ April ’82), and already in 
use by the Austrian and Saudi Arabian 
armies, the STG 77 will be a desired ad- 
dition to the collections of serious 
military weapons buffs. 

Monster of the midway, at least in 
weight and price, was the Walther WA 
2000 target and sniper rifle. Available in 


calibers .300 Win. Mag., 7.62mm 
NATO and 7.5mm Swiss, and weighing 
in at 17.5 pounds complete with bipod 
and 2.5X-10X variable Schmidt und 
Bender scope, the WA 2000 can be de- 
livered to your doorstep for a little over 
$6,000. Of bullpup configuration, the 
WA 2000 is gas-operated with a six-lug 
rotary bolt. The stock can be adjusted in 
length, height and sideways. Magazine 
capacity is six rounds. Barrel length is 25 
inches and the barrel is held rigid by a 
unique frame assembly. Felt recoil 
should be almost nonexistent. Recoil im- 
pulse is further reduced by a two-piece 
muzzle device which serves as both a 
flash cone and recoil compensator. 

Clearly not designed for the fire and 
movement tactics of today’s modern in- 
fantry, the WA 2000 will find a home on 
the target range and in the more static 
environments of certain law-enforce- 
ment special operations. Set up for 
either left- or right-handed shooters, the 
WA 2000 will be available by September 
of this year. 

Jim and Charlie Leatherwood were 
there with their famous line of auto- 
matic ranging rifle scopes, the ART II 
and the MPC/ART (see ‘‘State-of-the- 
art Scope,’’ SOF, May 82), as well as a 
new Leatherwood mount for the Kalash- 


Expensive paper-punch: Walther WA 2000 makes tiny group in septum of 


heart-shaped target at 100m. 
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nikov. Shepherd Scope Ltd. exhibited 
an interesting 4X-9X variable range- 
finding scope with a dual reticle system. 

Also noteworthy was the Finnish 
Valmet M78/83S sniper rifle, in 7.62mm 
NATO and 5.56mm NATO, imported 
by Odin International, Ltd.; Lanchester 
U.S.A.’s Sterling Mark 6 Carbine and 
the complete line of IMI’s Galil assault 
rifles brought in by Magnum Research, 
Inc. Paragon Sales imports a caliber .177 
pellet rifle manufactured by the People’s 
Republic of China. A Type 56 look- 
alike, it’s used for training purposes in 
the PRC. 

Most of the above consume large 
quantities of 7.62mm NATO and 
5.56mm NATO ammo. Most remanu- 
factured ammunition fired through 
these weapons is produced on the well- 
known Dillon RL {000 progressive 
reloader. Few of us can afford the RL 
1000’s $2,500 price tag. Cognizant of 
this, Dillon Precision Products, Inc. has 
recently introduced the Dillon RL 450, a 


true all-caliber, progressive reloader, us- 


ing standard dies, for only $365. 

Further information about any of the 
products mentioned above can be ob- 
tained by writing to the manufacturers 
and distributors listed below: 


BERETTA U.S.A. CORP. 
Dept. SOF, 17601 Indian Head High- 
way, Accokeek, MD 20607 


DILLON PRECISION PRODUCTS, 
INC., Dept. SOF, 7755 East Gelding 
Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85260 


HECKLER & KOCH, INC. 
Dept. SOF, Suite 218, 933 N. Kenmore 
St., Arlington, VA 22201 


INTERARMS (Walther) 
Dept. SOF, 10 Prince St., Alexandria, 
VA 22313 


LANCHESTER, U.S.A., INC. 
Dept. SOF, 3404 Irving Blvd., Dallas, 
TX 75247 


LEATHERWOOD INDUSTRIES, 
INC., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1378, 
Stephensville, TX 76401 


MAGNUM RESEARCH, INC. 
Dept. SOF, 2825 Anthony Lane South, 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 


ODIN INTERNATIONAL, LTD. 
Dept. SOF, 800 Slaters Lane, Alexan- 
dria, VA 22313 


PARAGON SALES & SERVICES, 
INC., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 2022, 
Joliet, IL 60434 


SHEPHERD SCOPE LTD. 

Dept. SOF, R.R. #1, P.O. Box 23, Wa- 
terloo, NE 68069 

STEYR DAIMLER PUCH OF AMER- 
ICA CORP., Dept. SOF, 85 Metro 
Way, Secaucus, NJ 07094 

SURVIVAL AIDS, LTD. 

Dept. SOF, The Square, Morland, 
Penrith, Cumbria CA10 3AZ, U.K.R 
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~ SHOT SHOW 
SPECIALS 
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ABOVE: From sniper’s rigs to machine 
pistols, the Leatherwoods had it. RIGHT: 
Just back from Afghanistan, Kokalis 
fantasizes about long-range varmint- 
shooting with Walther WA 2000. LOWER 


RIGHT: Dick Anguin and Larry Bricco 
hawk revolutionary, light, safe, inexpensive 
Bullettraps. 


a 


INS CORPORATION 


iH, WISCONSIN 


Almost too much: SOF military small-arms 
editor fondles long-barreled HK 94 carbine 
and new HK SL6 semiauto in midst of acres 
of guns. 
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it hy Dr. Jerry Pournelle 
of Department of Defense 


reat to. our national existence since the civil 
si 1g strategic supremacy over the United 
e of elivering 10,000 to 25,000 nuclear 
h long foreseen, the political authorities are 


oun derst nd. The only reason it seems difficult is 


are so many unknowns that experts can 

ut the problem must be solved anyway, 

er to learn even the facts that the experts do 

y that have no “‘right’’ answers, they assume 
1 


ese difficult problems, then it’s time we got some 


‘who’re willing to put national survival 
em to Congress, before the current batch 


en defensive systems are stronger 
en the offense dominates, it isn’t. 
aeeliebly knock out one enemy 
D to start the war. 
h es everything, it disarms 
90 percent of its force 


d has a high probability 
siles , the situation can 
man reason to 
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P, 


This was later refined 
known as MAD, which 
MAD logic is as follows: I 


step toward war. This argument was ont 
university campuses. 

Under this doctrine, civil defense and f fallout sh 
gression by the United States against the Soviet 
we'd be making it more likely for a war to break out 


’60s and ’70s was not considered an inflammatory act 
To conform to MAD logic, all the fallout shelters scheduled te obe ' 
terstate on-ramps across the country were scrapped, and aft 
95 percent of the interstate highway system Is now comp) 
than we did in the early 60s. The shelters would have 
highways were. 1 
To this day a great many ‘‘defense intellectuals 
think about it. 
Whatever one thinks of the MAD doctrine, however, 
fensive forces can’t survive, we’ve nothing at all since w 
including civil defense. ‘ 
Now that the United States has determine 
system is needed, what system is most invulnerable? } ‘ 
nuclear war starts? After all, nobody ever fought He 
First, you can’t know for certain, and indeed on | 
their silos is to increase that uncertainty — sence 
reasonable estimate of what’s likely to happen. Hoy 
and if you have enough kill capability, you can be fa 
The United States bases its intercontinental 


an early ‘‘cruise missile.”’ : 
Each leg depends on a different mechanism f 
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landing a long way off. Its survival 
depends on early warning: Unlike the 
other two legs of the Triad, the manned 
bombers can be launched at an early 
alert stage and still be recalled. 

Without warning, the manned 
bomber is a dead duck; but even if 
warned it still has to penetrate the 
enemy’s air defenses, which may be pret- 
ty formidable. We try to circumvent 
their defenses with stand-off missiles, 
electronic countermeasures (ECM) and 
such equipment but none of these 
changes the fact that the B-52 was 
designed in the ’40s and early ’50s, with 
the first aircraft rolled out in 1956. (I 
worked on B-52 updates as my first 
aerospace job.) Although it’s not strictly 
true that the planes are older than the 
pilots who fly them — at least not older 
than the senior pilots — they’re pretty 
old. One USAF colonel recently des- 
cribed a B-52 as ‘‘a mass of parts flying 
in loose formation.”’ 

The Soviets have had more than 20 
years to design defenses against the 
B-52, and while Soviet science and engi- 
neering in the civilian sector may be 
lacking, they devote tremendous re- 
sources to their military. I wouldn’t care 
to bet my family’s life on the ability of 
that grand old girl to penetrate deep into 
Soviet territory. 

Even if the bombers can penetrate, 
they’re not useful for fighting a nuclear 
war. You can’t send the bombers to at- 
tack Soviet missile bases; there’d be 
nothing to hit but empty holes by the 
time a subsonic bomber got to the 
designated target. 

And that’s what’s wrong with cruise 
missiles: They take quite a while to reach 
their targets after they are launched. 
Moreover, they can’t be recalled so they 
have to be survivable, not so easy for a 
pilotless aircraft. The cruise missile is a 
good supplement to the force, but not a 
leg of the Triad. 

The second leg of the Triad, the sub- 
marine, depends for its survival entirely 
on concealment. If you can track a sub- 
marine to within a few miles, it can be 
killed by an ICBM carrying an H-bomb. 
Ocean bombardment won’t be good for 
the fish, but the Soviets aren’t much on 
environmentalism. 

All the submarines that are in harbor 
— up to a third of them, sometimes 
more — are dead the day the war starts. 
You can be sure that nuclear-submarine 
bases are high on the enemy’s target 
priority list. The rest of the submarines, 
though, can make it if they can hide. 

Unfortunately, submarine conceal- 
ment isn’t what it used to be. Subs can 
be located in at least two ways. First, 
they can be tracked from their bases; 
every submariner can tell stories about 
playing tag with Russkis when they leave 
Holy Loch. 

Worse, though, the oceans aren’t 
nearly so opaque as we once thought. 
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Artist’s conception of MX missile in flight. 
MxX is programmed to carry 10 warheads and 
has throw weight of 7,900 pounds. MX 
system will be composed of 200 missiles and 
4,600 shelters. 


Not long ago, we examined some radar 
pictures made from a satellite. ‘“Look at 
that,’’ one of the engineers exclaimed. 
“You can see things down deep in the 
ocean.’’ And sure enough, using ‘‘syn- 
thetic aperture’’ radars, the oceans have 


MASTER MERC ON MX 


Dr. Jerry Pournelle served in the 
artillery during the Korean W 


become somewhat transparent down to 
50 meters. 

Although subs can go deeper than 
that, they can’t launch deeper down. 
Moreover, anything that accidentally — 
and the above incident was accidental, 
nobody expected it at all — makes the 
oceans transparent to 50 meters is 
unlikely to be limited to that. Now that 
the principle is known, you can expect 
satellite surveillance of the oceans to get 
much better. 


- After the war he studied engineering, a te: 


operations research, mathematics 


and political. science: He began his — 


professional :career in the Bomber “al 


Weapons: Unit" at the Boein 


worked in ‘research and dean 


“ities for Aerospace and. Rockwell ON en 


aeronautical firms. 
In 1964 he was the penctal bee of 


aging diccioe ‘of the ‘Pepperdine 
Research Institute, he co-authored 
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Incidentally, as I write this, a Soviet 
naval surveillance satellite just fell to 
earth in the Indian Ocean. It carried a 
100-kilowatt nuclear power plant. The 
United States has yet to put a 
10-kilowatt. satellite into orbit. 

So the subs are getting more 
vulnerable. They’ve also got another 
problem: They’re not effective for 
fighting a nuclear war. Submarines have 
to launch their missiles from unpredic- 
table places (imagine what the KGB 
would pay to find out where our subs 
would launch from), and this drastically 
limits their accuracy. 

That leaves the third leg of the Triad, 
land-based missiles, which are currently 
the subject of heated controversy in 
Washington. Do we need land-based 
missiles at all? Maybe it would be better 
to put all our birds on subs or ships, so 
we don’t invite the Soviets to bombard 
U.S. real estate. 

We do need land-based missiles. If 
you don’t have them, you have forfeited 
a great deal of your war-fighting 
capability. You’re betting everything on 
the fact that the other side is rational, 
and that he sees things the way you do. 

But does he? Suppose one morning 
the Soviets knock out our Minuteman 
installations (not too difficult, as we'll 
see in a bit) and many of our subs. They 
still have quite a few birds left. The Red 
Army is marching into Germany. The 
hot line chatters, and the message is 
shockingly simple: ‘‘You haven’t really 
been hurt yet. Most of your cities are in 
good shape. Surrender, or we launch the 
rest of our force.’’ 

At that point, you need something 
capable of knocking out the rest of their 
strategic force. If I were a Soviet leader, 
I would certainly be willing to believe 
that the United States would shoot at my 
missile bases. 

To have that capability, you need 
land-based missiles. To be exact, you 
need MX. Only MX has both the ac- 
curacy and the Multiple Independently 
Targetable Re-entry Vehicles (MIRVs, 
which are different from multiple 
warheads: MIRVs can attack targets 
much farther apart) that give some 
counterforce capability. True, it won’t 
be a Jot of counterforce capability; but 
it’ll be all we'll have. 

But can MX survive? 

That depends on the basing concept. 
Before we get into different basing sys- 
tems, we have to explain vulnerability. 

If you attack a target with an ICBM, 
your ‘‘single-shot probability of kill’’ 
(PKSS) depends on three major factors: 
attacker’s yield, hardness of target and 
attacker’s accuracy. 

Yield is the size, in kilotons or 
megatons, of the attacking warhead. 
Yield to weight ratios are pretty 
thoroughly classified, but nobody really 
doubts that you can pack 10 one- 
megaton warheads onto one big ICBM. 
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TAKING THE HIGH 
GROUND 


by Donna DuVall 


High Frontier is a privately funded 
defense plan that seeks to use space 
technology to solve the United States’ 
strategic problems. 

Conceived by Lt. Gen. Daniel O. 
Graham, USA {Ret.), it represents a 
dramatic departure from the Mutual 
Assured Destruction logic that has 
dominated defense planning in the 
United States for the last 25 years. 

Described by Graham as a ‘‘tech- 
nological end-run on the Soviets,’’ 
High Frontier is a four-layered, 
spaceborne, defense plan that makes 
maximum use of the: technological 
supremacy we still lave over the 
Soviet Union. = 

The first layer is a packoonis 
defense to filter a Soviet missile at- 
tack in early flight. The second layer 
would be a broader space protection 
system, using advanced weaponry — 
including beam weapons — to fur- 
ther reduce attacking missile effec- 
tiveness, and to protect space assets 
such as satellites or stations. The 
third layer is a land-based point- 


defense system to intercept any 
missiles that might get through the 


first two- layers, and protect our 
ground missile silos from a pre- 
emptive first strike. The fourth layer 
of High Frontier calls for an active 
and effective civil-defense program. 

Essentially, High Frontier seeks to 
keep an attacker (presumably the 
Soviets) uncertain of success if it con- 
siders launching a nuclear attack 
against the United States. The uncer- 
tainties resulting from a complicated 
war plan are the essence of deter- 
rence, according to Graham’s plan. 

In addition to providing a layered 
defense system that makes attack less 
likely, High Frontier also would pro- 
vide protection for our current space- 
borne defense installations, and in- 
centive for. further space exploration 
and development by the public and 
private sectors. 

Supporters of the plan say that its 
most attractive advantage is that it’s 
achievable with existing or easily 
developed technology. And all of its 
operational principles are sound — 
not hypothetical, as is the MX dense- 
pack fratricide principle. 

‘More information can be obtained 
about High Frontier from the book, 
High Frontier: A New National 


Strategy, available from High Fron- | 


tier, 1010 Vermont Ave., N.W., Suite 
1000, Washington, DC 20005, (202) 
737-4979, The 175-page illustrated 
book costs $15.°3% 


Hardness is generally measured in 
‘“pounds per square inch overpressure”’ 
(PSI), which means the amount of pres- 
sure the target can withstand before it’s 
made useless. 

Accuracy depends on a lot of things, 
the most important being: weather at 
launch site; winds over target; gravita- 
tional anomalies under the flight path; 
quality of computers and mathemati- 
cians; and location errors (where are you 
when you launch, and where is the other 
guy in relation to you?). We measure ac- 
curacy in Circular Probable Error 
(CEP), which is the size of the circle that 
half your shots will fall inside. 

Given those three factors — yield, 
hardness and accuracy — we can 
calculate the PKSS, and with that, we 
can determine the overall vulnerability 
of the force. While there are classified 
refinements, all the numbers you really 
need have long since been published in 
the U.S. Government Printing Office’s 
“The Effects of Nuclear Weapons.”’ 
They’ve even been put on a circular slide 
rule that RAND Corporation used to sell 
for a dollar in the ’60s. 

And now, at long last, we can get 
down to cases. The Minuteman Missile 
lies in a silo that’s officially hardened to 
300 PSI. When we put in Minuteman — 
the last one was installed in.the ’60s — it 
was believed that the Soviets could 
throw a megaton with a CEP of about a 
nautical mile. This gave them a PKSS of 
about .09, and it would take more than 
20 warheads to give better than .9 kill 
probability. The situation was stable. 

Increasing the yield of warheads 
doesn’t help as much as you might 
think. Going to 10 megatons raised the 
PKSS to about 35 percent, but it still 
takes more than five attackers to get a 
90-percent chance of killing one 
Minuteman; still there wasn’t a lot to 
worry about. 

Changes in accuracy, on the other 
hand, are very significant. Cutting the 
CEP in half (well, to 2,700 feet) gives a 
oOne-megaton warhead the same kill pro- 
bability that 10 had at a mile. Cutting 
CEP to 1,000 feet is more drastic yet: 
Now the PKSS of one megaton is above 
90 percent. 

At an accuracy of 600 feet CEP, a 
500-kiloton weapon has above 99-per- 
cent kill probability. Now all you need is 
multiple warheads, and you can knock 
out more birds than you launch. Clearly 
the situation is unstable. 

In 1964, we figured the Soviets had 
6,000-foot CEP, and predicted that by 
1975 they would have 600 feet. By 1975, 
I’d given up my security clearances, so I 
don’t know what they had actually 
achieved. It doesn’t take clearances to 
see what must be happening to the error 
budget, however. 

For example, weather satellites make 
winds over target predictable so you can 
correct for them by studying the many 
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polar-orbiting satellites; you can map 
gravitational anomalies; observation 
satellites have reduced location errors to 
an insignificant level; the Soviets have 
acquired up-to-the-minute gyros, preci- 
sion lathes and state-of-the-art com- 
puters for the well-trained mathemati- 
cians they already had. 

The Soviets aren’t 10 feet tall, but if 
by 1984 they don’t have several 
warheads per bird, each with at least 
600-foot CEP, they’re pygmies. 

Now, what can we do about it? 

One: It does little good to put MX in 
Minuteman silos despite the fact that the 
MX is a better bird. The problem is, you 
decrease stability by deploying a force 
that makes them nervous as hell, but 
which they can knock out. 

Two: In the ’60s we studied numerous 
mobile basing schemes: road-mobile, 
rail-mobile, off-road-mobile, canal- and 
barge-mobile, ship-mobile, etc. We even 
looked at artificial ponds, and things 
that crawled around on the bottom of 
Lake Michigan. There were a lot of peo- 
ple in favor of mobile systems — then. 
Now, though, satellites make it damned 
hard to hide something 70 feet long and 
weighing 190,000 pounds. (Actually, 
with the launcher, it’s nearer 200 feet 
,and 500,000 pounds.) 

You could make a smaller mobile 
missile. Unfortunately, we don’t have 
one now, and it will take both time and 
money to develop one. 

Worse, you can’t harden a mobile 
system much. Even a ‘‘small’’ ICBM 
rocket is a big object. Twenty PSI 
hardening would probably be more than 
we could achieve. The kill radius of a 
50-megaton weapon -against a 20-PSI 
target is very large, and area bombard- 
ment becomes attractive to the attacker. 
You’ve invited the enemy to use live 
grenades while you barricade yourself in 
a room with your family. Your survival 
chances aren’t good. 

A waterborne basing system would 
not be Triad independent, and doesn’t 
have the war-fighting capability we’d 
like. The scheme for basing MX on five- 
man subs in shallow water will lose its 
support when the full realization of syn- 
thetic aperture radar sinks in. Putting 
the missiles on merchant ships, or sur- 
face ships of any kind, doesn’t help 
much, either. And nearly every mobile 
basing scheme puts nukes out where they 
have to be protected from terrorists, 
saboteurs and well-meaning U.S. 
citizens aroused in protest (and you 
know there’ll be plenty of them). ; 

Air-mobile and air-launched systems 
were long-term favorites, and I was 
much for them in the ’60s. The Pen- 
tagon’s most recent analysis says we just 
can’t afford them: They would cost ap- 
proximately $150 billion, possibly more, 

The ‘‘race-track’’ or ‘‘shell-game’’ 
basing system has been rejected on 
political, economic and _ security 
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ABOVE: Proposed dense-pack basing 
scheme would place 100 MX missiles in 
15-square-mile area. Survivability of scheme 
is based on fratricide principle. Dense pack 
was rejected by Congress in late °82. 


ABOVE: Author’s first aerospace job was 
updating B-52s at Boeing in early 50s. Boe- 
ing B-52 Stratofortress is intercontinental, 
high-altitude nuclear bomber that was de- 
signed in ’40s and ’50s and entered U.S. Air 
Force flying arsenal in 1955. 


ABOVE: Artist’s sketch of Trident Strategic 
Missile Submarine (SSBN). Trident is im- 
proved, nuclear-powered, long-range-missile 
naval leg of U.S. strategic Triad. 


BELOW: Rockwell International’s B-1 
bomber was designed to replace aging B-52. 
The most expensive combat aircraft in 
history, B-1 has been very controversial, 
resulting in Congress halting its production. 
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grounds. Synthetic aperture radars have 
seen old watercourses under the Sahara 
Desert beneath many feet of sand; they 
can look through a lot of stuff we 
thought was opaque. There’s also the 
KGB: Want to bet our lives they can’t 
find out which bunker has the bird? 

In fact, every alternative you’ve ever 
heard of, and a few you haven’t, were 
analyzed in great detail back in 1964. I 
know, because I was editor of the final 
report. I even invented one scheme 
myself, Citadel, which would put some 
birds as well as a national command post 
under a granite mountain. It had a 
serious problem: The birds would sur- 
vive all right, but if the enemy attacked 
the doors, how would the birds get out 
after the attack? 

Every one of these basing schemes has 
its drawbacks. ° 

However, though there isn’t any fool- 
proof basing system, you can make the 
other guy complicate his war plan. The 
simpler the war plan, the more likely the 
war; thus you don’t lightly give up any 
leg of the Triad, especially not now 
when we’re just realizing new vulnerabil- 
ities in the wet leg. 

First try the obvious: Harden your 
birds. In 1964 we called it ‘‘Superhard,’’ 
5,000 PSI basing. Now 5,000 PSI isn’t 
easy to achieve. There are severe 
engineering problems, and it isn’t cheap. 
Worse, ‘‘Superhard”’ didn’t buy all that 
much: At 500-foot CEPs, a one- 
megaton has a 95-percent chance of kill- 
ing ‘‘superhard’’ targets. (A  one- 
megaton weapon makes a crater 250 feet 
deep and over 1,000 feet in diameter — 
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even in hard rock.) Thus, putting MX in 
5,000-PSI silos separated by miles didn’t 
seem worth the cost. 

The ‘‘dense pack’’ scheme came after 
my time. It makes a lot of sense. We 
used to worry about ‘‘fratricide’’ among 
our MIRVs, meaning that one goes off 
and kills a bunch of its brothers before 
they can get to their target. After all, a 
re-entering warhead in flight is a lot 
softer than a missile in a silo, and thus 
will be killed at much greater distances. 

If fratricide is a problem for us, it’ll be 
a problem for them. If it’s a problem for 
them, why not increase that problem by 
spacing the MX emplacement just far 
enough apart that a hit on one — or half 
way between two of them — destroys 
only one (or none) of our missiles? 

There’s no magic in this, but it does 
complicate hell out of the enemy’s war 
plan. He not only has to coordinate 
strikes against air bases, submarines and 
missiles (including good old 
Minuteman), but his attack on the MX 
Peacekeeper base has to be timed exactly 
down to fractions of a millisecond — or 
else he has to attack our Peacekeeper 
force one missile at a time. 

Any artilleryman knows the problems 
involved in getting off a precise TOT 
(Time On Target: All the shells go off 
over the target at once) for a single bat- 
tery. Imagine trying it at intercontinental 
distances. True, the time of detonation 
can be coordinated. We can build clocks 
a lot more accurate than the ones needed 
for that. (I’m not so sure that given the 
exact time sequence, there aren’t enough 
timing uncertainties in the chemical ex- 
plosive elements of a nuclear weapon to 
cause some concern, but we can ignore 
that one.) 

The real problem comes with having a 
hundred or more birds arrive in position 
all at the same instant. ICBMs travel 
thousands of feet per second, and we’re 
talking about CEPs in the hundreds of 
feet. Since the ICBMs all have to 
detonate at once, it doesn’t take much 
error in launch time to put a lot of them 
miles away from their intended targets 
when they explode. 

If the enemy chooses some other 
means to defeat dense pack — earth 
penetrators, for example — he has to 
build and develop the missiles, which 
will take time, and he probably has to 
test them, and we’ll get some inkling of 
the tests. There are other clever ways to 
attack dense pack; but fortunately every 
one of them is complex enough to be a 
planner’s nightmare. 

Meanwhile, what have we lost? If the 
enemy’s accuracy is nowhere near as 
good as we thought, and the fratricide 
argument turns out to be fallacious, then 
we'll lose more missiles than we would if 
we spaced them out. On the other hand, 
because of his inaccuracy and our 
superhardening, we'll have well over 
half those accurate 10-warhead Peace- 


keepers left after his best attack. 

If we decide on active defenses — Lt. 
Gen. Daniel O. Graham’s Project High 
Frontier, as an example — it’s a lot 
easier to defend the corridors to one 
patch of ground than a lot of installa- 
tions scattered over a wide area. 

The plain fact is that dispersal is 
usually a good idea, but it isn’t always; 
sometimes you’re better off hardening 
hell out of your fortress and concen- 
trating inside it. (I’m aware of the 
Maginot Line mentality; I’m also aware 
of just how valuable, in a different era, 
fortresses and magazines were.) Just 
about every honest analyst who takes the 
trouble to work through the numbers 
comes away muttering, ‘‘That’s a goofy 
sounding scheme, but damned if it 
doesn’t look like it might work....”’ 

There is another possibility: Put MX 
in the old Minuteman silos, but defend 
them. This is what Project High Frontier 
recommends that we do. 

Gen. Graham rejects the idea of trying 
to match the Soviets in tanks, guns, 
ships, men, planes and missiles. Instead, 
he says, let’s take a strategic sidestep in- 
to space. Use the space environment and 
our lead in high technology to construct 
missile defenses. They won’t be perfect, 
but they won’t need to be: The enemy 
can’t know how good our defenses are. 
Thus he can’t be sure of the outcome of 
his strike. A lot of competent people are 
convinced Graham’s plan is best. 

The U.S. strategic problem is damned 
severe. The only certainty is that you 
can’t remove all the uncertainties. 
Whatever we adopt will have flaws and 
will be controversial; but anyone look- 
ing honestly at the problem will con- 
clude that we have to do something, and 
it’s getting late. 

The stream of technology moves on; 
we can move with it, or try to swim 
against it. But we can’t stand still. 

I can’t say dense pack will give us our 
best defense. I don’t believe it will; I 
prefer Gen. Graham’s ‘‘bold-stroke’’ 
approach. However, I can appreciate the 
risks involved in adopting this space- 
based system, and see why the president 
might not want to take them. 

Of the ‘‘conventional’’ things we 
could do, dense pack makes the most 
sense, and is most compatible with a 
shift to strategic defense, a step we must 
take ultimately. Nothing else leads to a 
strategy of ‘‘Assured Survival’’ rather 
than Assured Destruction. 

I believe our best course is to have 
both the MX and Graham’s High Fren- 
tier defense systems. By the time we have 
MX in production, we’ll know whether 
we need dense pack (at its high cost: 
5,000-PSI silos are not cheap) or can rely 
on space defense. Meanwhile, we’ve 
bought our children some reasonable in- 
surance for a secure future. 

Nothing else we could build in the 
next few years gives that result. ®% 
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The original British Commando Sweater now 
authorized wear for the Marines, U.S. Army, U.S. Air 
Force, all U.S. Military Academies and many more. 
100% Pure Virgin Wool Rib Knit. Super rugged twill 
shoulder & elbow reinforcing patches. Extra long & 
extra warm. 

A great sweater for all occasions! Made to U.S. & 
British Military specifications to provide nearly 
everlasting wear. Get yours today! Choices of Crew 
Necks in USMC Olive Green, Blue Grey, Navy, Black & 
Tan, V-Necks in Army Black, USAF Blue, Peat Brown, 
Sand, or Navy. Men’s/Women’s Sizes 34 to 46. 


NEW! Military Camouflage, #WP-70 *59%5 


SPECIAL FORCES 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 


An exclusive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations, these 
boots are rugged and heavy duty. 
Compare these features: 

Laced-to-toe 7” Boot ¢ Black grain-out leather © Rolled 
cushion top @ Ankle binder pads © Full gusset © Fully 
lined with glove leather © Goodyear welt construction 
© VIBRAM 132 cleated heel & sole ® Square trimmed toe 
and grooved heel for conventional Ski Binding ® Re- 
movable felt slip soles @ Pull stud post hooks and 
eyelets for rapid lacing, all Black. 

Available in whole or half sizes from 7 to 
12. Regular or Wide. 

#C-990, S.F. Boots 


“WEB NAME TAPES” 


Mil-spec cotton web tapes with your information 
embroidered on one line. Choice of Black on OD, White 
on Blue, Black on White or Navy on OD. For uniforms & 
personal equipment, 5 tapes of same name {up to 14 
letters) and color. 

#N15, $5.50 


Military Identification 
“DOG TAGS” 


Complete G.I. Specification Identification Necklace. 2 
Stainless steel rolled edge plates embossed with your 
information, 16 characters per line/5 lines/tag. Great 
for medical info or identifying keys & luggage. 
#TAG145, LD. Tag Set/$5.95 

#TAG159, Rubber Silencers/$.75 


Please Print Clearly 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY St. Zip. 


CODE SIZE/ 
ft COLOR 


Postage & Handling 


Total Enclosed 


Quartermasters, Ltd. 


n 266-SF Roswell Street 
Marietta, GA 30060 
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COMFORTABLE 4 
MESH 
BASEBALL 

CAP 


Available in Olive Green or ‘Nam Leaf 
Pattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organizations. 
Sizes: Medium or Large. 


#BAS-C5, O0.G. Mesh Cap/$4.25 
#BAS-C7, Camo Mesh Cap/$4.25 


UTILITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 DESIGN 
Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop Camouflage. 
Looks sharp. Not regulation. Sizes: XS, S, 


#CCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 


CAMOUFLAGE 
T-SHIRTS 


At last, a regulation Maes 
‘Nam Leaf Pattern) 
Camo T-Shirt. Full cut, 
50/50 blend for comfort. 
Great match with 
Jungle Fatigues. Sizes: 
S, M, L, & XL. Short 
Sleeves. 

#BT21, $6.95 


e iiomne 
“ «MILITARY BERETS 
‘Original Mil-Spec 100% Virgin 
Wool with Leather Sweat Band. 
Fully lined with stiffener for 
flash. The absolute finest made 
anywbere. Purchased in Canada. 
Choose from Special Forces Green 
(G), Ranger Black (BL), Airborne 
Red (MR), Khaki OD (KH). State 
hat size or send head measure- 
ment. 
MBE-1, Beret/$14.50 


JUNGLE FATIGUES 
Camouflage, Rip-stop Poplin. Latest 
USMC issue contract goods. Sizes S,M,L 
and XL. Regulars. Coat or Trousers. 
#CAM.-CT, Coat $24.50 
#CAM-TR, Trousers $24.50 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE, Send 
Check, Money Order, or Charge to Visa or 
Mastercard. Include $1.50 Postage & 
Handling for all U.S.A. Zip Code 
Addresses. FOREIGN ORDERS must 
request Postage Rates. Sorry, no COD 
orders accepted. 


Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard. 
Call (404) 428-1234 


STERLING 


Continued from page 45 


clandestine operations. The rear flip-sight 
offers a choice of two apertures, both cal- 
ibrated for 100 meters. One aperture is 
conventional, the other multi-holed to in- 
crease its light-gathering potential under 
conditions of poor visibility. 

I advise the use of modern non- 
corrosive, jacketed ammunition in this 
weapon. Normal maintenance procedures 
can then be followed until approximately 
5,000 rounds have been fired. At that time, 
advanced cleaning is required by qualified 
personnel using the Mark 5 armorer’s kit. 
The suppressor must be completely dis- 
assembled, all the internal parts boiled in 
water, cleaned with a stiff brush and the 
two surfaces of the gun body on which the 
suppressor casing locates lubricated with a 
film of powdered graphite. Oil should be 
used nowhere on the suppressor (heat will 
cause it to varnish), except very lightly on 
the barrel’s bore. 

The L34A1 should normally be fired in 
the semiautomatic mode only. The full- 
auto option is supposedly present for e- 
mergency use only. But, what the hell does 
that mean? Ask the man in the field when 
a fire fight is not an emergency. 

Low-powered amnio will not function 
properly in the L34A1 because of its lighter 
bolt and simplified spring assembly. U.S. 
factory ammunition and the Finnish Lapua 
reloads from the 1960s resulted in short 
cycling with consequent doubling in the 
semiauto mode and numerous failures to 
feed. Stick to the hotter Israeli and Eu- 
ropean 9mm ball. 

Hit probability is high with excellent ac- 
curacy out to maximum appropriate 
ranges. This is a function of the longer 
sight radius (20.5 inches), greater weight, 
reduced recoil energy and absence of muz- 
zle blast. 

Using the most elaborate and efficiently 
designed sound suppression system in the 
world, the L34A1 is the quietest sub- 
machine gun in town, bar none. 

The earliest version of the semiautomatic 
Mark 6 was called the Sterling Police Car- 
bine. It has been around since the late 1950s 
when it was sold in substantial quantities to 
British colonists in Kenya during the Mau 
Mau uprising and in Malaysia during the 
communist insurrection. 

Not being plagued with the more insane 
provisions of our National Firearms Act of 
1934 (which, by the way, was foisted on us 
by the National Rifle Association in sub- 
Stitution for a handgun registration act 
Congress was about to pass), this version 
and the one still sold throughout the world, 
has the same 7.8-inch barrel assembly as 
the L2A3 submachine gun. It was dis- 
tinguished from the L2A3 by the substitu- 
tion of a trigger mechanism which re- 
stricted the gun to semiautomatic fire. But 
an L2A3 trigger pack could be readily ex- 
changed and, in addition, one of the trigger 
pack pins could be removed from the Mark 
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DIRECT FROM U.S. OPTICS 


QUALITY SUNGLASSES AT FACTORY PRICES 


Metal Frame Sunglasses Feature * Impact resistant lenses * Handcrafted ¢ Polished glass lenses * Hardened metal frames *® 


World Famous Pilot's Glasses 
These precision flight glasses are now available 
to the public for only $7.95. If you could buy them 
elsewhere, they'd probably cost you over $20.00. 
Specify gold or silver frames A $20.00 value 
only $7.95, 2 pairs for $14.00. 


Black Metal Frames 
Thin and durable black metal frames. 
Aviator teardrop style lenses. 

A $25.00 value only $14.95. 2 pairs for $28.00 


The Classic 
Black metal frames, gray lenses. 
A $30.00 value only $14.95. 2 pairs for $28.00. 


Change-A-Matic Flight Glasses 
Features lenses that darken outdoors 
and change back to lighter tints indoors. 
Specify gold or silver frames. A $30.00 value 

only $14.95. 2 pairs for $28.00. 


Aviator Teardrop Flight Glasses 
Flexible cable temples, gold frames. 
A $20.00 value only $9.95. 2 pairs for $18.00. 


Rich Tortoise Shel) Style 
Classic style, large gradient lense. 
A $20.00 value only $9.95. 2 pairs for $18.00. 


Change-A-Matic Aviator Glasses 
Gold frame, flexible cable tempies. 
Lenses darken outdoors, change back to 
lighter tints indoors. A $30.00 value, 
only $14.95. 2 pairs for $28.00. 


Standard Aviator Glasses 
Traditional stems, go!d frames. 
A $20.00 value only $9.95. 2 pairs for $18.00. 


Mirrored Lens Flight Glasses 
Unexcelled glare protection,gold or silver frames. 
A $25.00 value only $10.95. 2 pairs for $20.00. 


Professional Driving & Shooting Glasses 
Wide angle amber lenses bnghten wisibility. 
Gold frames. A $30.00 value only $14.95. 

2 pairs for $28.00. 


The Sportsman 
Sports-graphic on black metal frame. 
A $25.00 value only $14.95. 2 pairs for $28.00 


Girl Watcher 
Gray mirrored lenses, black frames. 
A $20.00 value only $9.95. 2 pairs for $18.00. 


To order your U.S. Optics™ sunglasses, send check or money order 
to U.S. Optics,” Dept. 841, P.O. Box 14206, Atlanta, Georgia 30324. 
Credit card customers please fill in Card # and Exp. Date. 

FREE — limited time only — deluxe velour-lined case with each pair of 
glasses ordered (a $3.00 value). Dealer inquiries invited. 

Credit card orders may call 1-404-252-0703. 


Visa or Master Charge # Exp. Date 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 


Add Postage, Handling ye eS oie NOTICE: Don't be fooled by cheap imitations. These glasses are 

i ed *——— made exclusively for U.S. Optics.” To make sure you get the best, 
order now and if not completely satisfied return for refund within 
30 days. No Non-sense 30 day guarantee. ©Copyright 1982 U.S. Optics™ 


Total $. 
Free case with each pair. 


JUNE/83 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 65 


66 


“‘FALKLANDS TOUGH”’ 


34 round magazine 
with patenied roller feed 
standard 9mm 
ammunition 


27" with stock folded 
35" unth stock extended 
Shown with display barrel 


post type foresight & adjustable 
peep-type backsight 


pistol grip and safety 
selector switch 


THE MARKG 9mm 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC 


Accurate. Reliable. And, battle tested. The Mark 6 is the semi-automatic 
version of the famous Sterling Mark 4 submachine gun used by the British Army 
in the Falklands; and by over 100 nations throughout the world. 

The Sterling Mark 6 features the unique 34 round roller feed magazine and 
lengthened barrel to meet U.S. regulations. Weighs only 7 lbs. 


See your dealer for more information, or write: 
Lanchester U.S.A., Inc., P.O. Box 47332, Dallas, 


Texas 75247. Call 214-688-0073. 


Steiner's 7x50 Commander is among the 
brightest and the best binoculars ever made. An 
integrated compass and rangefinder enables 
you to determine your own location, or the loca- 
tion of an object or target any time, day or night. 
Objects appear bright even though barely visi- 
ble to the naked eye. 


Steiner's 6 x 30 Combat is one of the world’s 
most versatile binoculars. Designed for field use 
and jungle combat under dense tropical foliage. 
From rolling waves to the shaky and bumpy ride 
of an all-terrain vehicle. The 6 x 30 Combat pro- 
vides the steadiest view no matter what 
situation. 


Rid 


GERMANY 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MANUFACTURED BY 


STERLING 


ARMAMENT LTD. 
ENGLAND 


- Steiner's 
Commander 
and 6x 30 
Combat 


Steiner's 6x30 and Commander feature: 

© Rugged Rubber Armoring 

e Lens caps and strap 

© Multi coated optics 

¢ Optional military modifications such as com- 
bat reticles 

e 5-Year warranty 


Other Steiner Military-Marine models: 8 x 30— 
compact & powerful. 7x35 Wide Angle, 
7x50—the brightest, 10x50—high power, 
15 x 80—highest powered hand-held binocu- 
lars, Rifle Scopes, Electronic Image Intensifiers, 
Laser binoculars, and Periscopes. 


Call our Instant info SPECIAL HOTLINE at 1-800-257-7742 
(NJ, Alaska, outside continental USA, Call 609/854-2424) Or Write 


PIONEER & CO., 216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ08108 


6 trigger group and the gun, which fired 
from the open bolt, would go full-auto. 
The plastic pistol grip on the early Mark 6s 
was built up so the selector could sup- 
posedly not move forward. The trigger 
pack assembly now supplied with all Mark 
6 Carbines has been welded together so 
that it cannot be taken apart. 

To meet BATF regulations the Mark 6 
barrel is 16.1 inches long. It is attached to 
the receiver by a threaded front barrel nut. 
It has no mounting bar and an L2A3 barrel 
cannot be attached to the Mark 6. In- 
stallation and disassembly of the Mark 6 
barrel requires removal of the ejector, 
which takes less than a minute. The Mark 
6 receiver has a bushing at the chamber 


end, again to prevent installation of an 


L2A3 barrel. The Mark 6 barrel has been 
turned to a smaller diameter to permit 
passage through this bushing. The Mark 
6 Carbine fires from the closed-bolt posi- 
tion and has a spring-loaded floating firing 
pin. The Mark 6 bolt incorporates an excel- 
lent firing pin safety — in essence a dis- 
connector — to prevent ignition when the 
bolt is out of battery. A spring detent drives 
this safety in front of the firing pin exten- 
sion when the bolt is retracted. The four 
helical cutting ribs remain and the bolt’s 
diameter is the same. 

The L2A3’s sear engages on the face of 
the bolt. That area of the bolt has been 
milled away on the Mark 6 and the firing 
pin extension is the only component left to 
engage the sear. The bolt is never in con- 
tact with the sear, thus eliminating the full- 
auto mode. To prevent installation of an 
L2A3 bolt, a three-inch bar has been 
welded to the barrel bushing inside the re- 
ceiver. The Sterling feeds from the side, so 
the feed area of the bolt is not in line with 
the sear. Unauthorized conversion to full- 
auto is far more difficult than with bottom- 
feed guns. 

The Mark 6 Carbine is accurate, com- 
fortable to fire and as well made as the 
other Sterlings. Hit probability is higher 
than with open bolt guns as there is no 
forward bolt impulse to disturb aim. The 
L2A3 and L34A1 submachine guns are 
available from Lanchester U.S.A., Inc. to 
qualified Class 3 dealers and law- 
enforcement agencies only. Others will 
find the Mark 6 Carbine is no sorry sub- 
stitute for this well-executed, reliable fam- 
ily of weapons. The Sterling has proven 
itself in combat from Kenya to the Falk- 
lands. Jt has never been found wanting in 
almost 40 years of service throughout the 
world. Used by more than 120 countries 
(and of these, 90 use it in quantities of 
1,000 or more), the Sterling submachine 
gun is also manufactured under license in 
Canada and India. More than 1.7 million 
L2A3s, 70,000 L34A1s and 49,000 Mark 
6 Carbines have already been produced. 

Lanchester U.S.A., Inc. also imports the 
Sterling .357 Magnum revolver (based on 
the Sauer coil spring patent pistol) and the 
HR8]1 air rifle. It will soon distribute an 
interesting new Sterling 5.56mm assault 
rifle and a 7.62mm NATO sniper rifle. 
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BEIRUT 


— ab 


POW/MIA avail. in red or black 


SOF Ring — This SOF logo ring 
is high quality stainless steel — 


scratches just buff out! Make. 


this a must for your collection! 


Assorted sizes available. 
— $47.95 


DIPLOMACY 


CENTRAL AMERICA 


T-SHIRTS! — Buy one for yourself and one for a 
friend! T-shirts are a cotton/poly mix. All shirts 
below are available in white or black with 
contrasting printing. All are illustrated along with 
the message. 


2A — Be A Man Among Men — Join the Rhodesian Army — $7.95 
2B — Soldier of Fortune (with logo) — $7.95 
2¢ — Airborne Death from Above — $7.95 
2D — Southeost Asia — $7.95 
2E Terrorism Stops Here! — $7.95 
2F Patience My Ass — [I'm Going Out and Kill Something! — $7.95 
2G Peace Through Superior Firepower — $7.95 
Nuke Iran — $4.95 
Apocalypse — $7.95 
Death Rides A Pale Horse — $7.95 
— What Price Now, Opec! — $7.95 
— Mercenaries Do It For Profit — $7.95 
— Death to Tyrants — $7.95 
— Soldier of Fortune Ist Annual Convention (white only) — $4.95 
— Soldier of Fortune 2nd Annual Convention (white only) — $5.95 
— Special Forces — Living By Chance, Loving by Choice, Killing by 
Profession — $8.95 
-— Marines —~ Let Me Win Your Hearts and Minds or I'll Burn Your 
Damn Huts Down — $8.95 
— RLI — Ist Commando — $7.95 
— CAMO Short Sleeve T-shirt (no printing) —- $7.95 
— Support Afghan Freedom Fighters — $7.95 
~- CAMO Long Sleeve T-shirt (no printing) — $7.95 
CAMO Jogging Shorts —. Green or Brown — $6.50 
Angola Headhunters — SWA Border Patrol — $7.95 
Rhodesian Foreign Legion — Southern Africa War Games, 
Second Place — $8.95 
Advice to Every Terrorist 
Soldier of Fortune Diver — $7.95 
Vietnam — Vet, Vietnam Type, One Each — $8.95 
3L — Southeast Asia War Games — 2nd Place — $7.95 


NEW FROM PHOENIX!! 
shown below are $7.95 each. POW/MIA T- 
shirt is $8.95. ‘82 Convention shirt is $5.95 


GET YOUR NEW SHIRTS NOW!! 


T-shirts 


Official SOF Beret and Badge! 
Maroon beret & SOF logo badge. 
Beret — $13.00 / Badge — $7.00 


BUTTONS!!! Buy several for all your jackets, caps, 
etc.! These pin-on buttons are only $1.00 each! 
A — Soldier of Fortune 
B — Airborne: Death from Above 
C — Terrorism Stops Here! 
D — Patience My Ass, I'm Going Out & Kill Something! 
E — Peace Through Superior Firepower 
F — Mercenaries Do It For Profit 
G — Death To Tyrants! 
H — Vet, Vietnam Type, One Each 
J — I'd Rather Be Killing Communists! 
SOF Key Ring! — $1.00 each! 


SOF Coasters — $1.00 each! 
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VISA & MASTER CARD ACCEPTED: Postage & Handling 
Card. # 3% Sates Tax (CO res) 
Exp TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: STATE: ZIP. 


We accept telephone orders on Master Card & VISA — call us at (303) 447-1283, Sorry, no cot- 
lect calls accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1.25 FOR THE FIAST ITEM ORDERED — INCLUDE 
75¢ FOR EACH ADDITOINAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add 
30° PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 67 


(GENUINE Gm (] GI USMC Fatique Hat- , COSPECIAL FORCES 


; 100% cotton. Specify Leaf Camo ts 
ER RCTS o¢ Olive Drab (0D) ee 
eel| fags and 2 \stainless chains Green. S,M,L,XL. . $5.00/each. 

$3.00/each SSS SS See 

print them? WEILL PRINT ANYTHING (Camouflage Collection 

idl 16 Spaces pet line Catalog-featuring genuine 

CER CYA etal military clothing and personal 

©) Please, it Dog Tag imprinting orders) by telephone. ¢2eIty+]it(-t)) eee $1.00/each. 


Free with any order. 
MDog Tag Silencers. biack non ciare rubber Z 


bumpers tor tags '$1.00/pair a 
CommandoT-Shirts, Ry). 
of 
Cicombat | «Mati, 
Battle Fatigues =, Ge 
$ wey (OT $ 
Pants | RECON shen, | ura 
feature: 6 | 9 color silkscreen (never a rubbery iron-on) 


on finest quality shirts you'll be proud of. 
Another Kaufman's Exclusive: 


CHARLIE’S LUCK 


Continued from page 27 


and classy - like 
the professional's & 
who wear them. 
These are official watts berets of 
100% vat dyed wool and meeting all 
military specs. Made expressly for us by 
the prime government contractor. Also 
available: Official headgear for: 

Airborne Quatified (Maroon) 
(Ranger Commandos {Biack) 

Cl Aniliery & Guardian Angets (Red) 
Commando Dress (Camouflage) 

Sizes-6 7/8 to 7% 

(Not sure of head size? Tell us how many 
inches around your head where you wear 
your hat. We'll send the right one.) 

2 eitisie «\e'4\s, seta genet $13.75/each. 


membered the fifth of Beam’s Choice in- 
side. Holzer looked at me. 

**Yeah.’’ I shook my head. ‘‘What we 
really need is a drink.”’ 
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I stood up, but before I could step 
toward the cooler, a blinding flash 
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of whatever it was — came in. 

As my eyes adjusted to the dim light 
of the radio room, I saw the team leader 
holding the mike to our KWM2-A Col- 
lins single-sideband radio set. His eyes 
were terror striken; he was incoherent. 

“Sir,’’ I suggested, relieving him of 
the microphone, “let me do that. You’re 
needed outside.” 

The intel sergeant was trying to round 
up the strikers and assess the situation. 
The captain gratefully followed Holzer 
out of the bunker. 

“Chrome Trails! This is zero-three. 
Over,’’ the radio barked. 

“This is Chrome Trails. Over.’’ 

“Am I talking to 58 Kilo Romeo? 
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ORDER NOW! This will ensure you receive a 
first edition copy. And, your satisfaction is 


Over.’’ Capt. Gossett, our ex-team 
leader, was now S-3 for the B-Team. He 
recognized my voice. 

“Roger. This is 58 Kilo Romeo. 
Over.”’ 

“Good to hear you. I’ve been getting 
some confusing reports, so I hope you 
can tell me what’s going on out there.’’ 

I gave him a quick rundown on the 
current situation. 

‘Where is your 09 and 50?” he asked. 

‘On patrol. Location YB — I shackle 
— UIB TWR. Over,” I told him, en- 
crypting the grid coordinates of the 
patrol. 

UIB TWR. Standing by. 


I turned to the assistant radio oper- 
ator, a young SP4 who had been on site 
less than a week and who Stood trans- 
fixed throughout the whole exchange. 

“Take over,’’ I told him. ‘‘I’m going 
outside and see what I can do.”’ 

As I emerged from the bunker, the 
trio of Holzer, the team leader and the 
intel sergeant approached. The intel 
sergeant, the only black on the team and 
as a sergeant first class, the ranking 
enlisted man in camp, had taken charge. 

“Sir,”’ he addressed the captain, who 
was still a little shaken, ‘‘you’d better 
go below and send a SitRep to the 
B-Team.”’ 

“Right.’’ He nodded and disappeared 
into the TOC. 

“Looks like everything’s under con- 
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trol,’’ grinned the intel sergeant, his face 
glistening with sweat. ‘‘I want you and 
Holzer to take the first shift on guard 
tonight. I want two Americans awake at 
all times.”’ 

Holzer and I moved out toward the 
pile of kindling that used to be our 
hooch, picking our way through the lit- 
ter of cast-iron shrapnel and shell cas- 
ings. ‘‘Did you ever locate the point of 
impact?’’ I asked. 

‘Hell, no! I can’t even tell where to 
start looking. Look over there.’’ Holzer 
indicated the twisted remains of the 
wooden buildings that had once been the 
camp. ‘‘There’s no rhyme nor reason. 
No direction of blast. Things are just a 
twisted mess of rubble. Looks like a tor- 
nado hit this place.”’ 

I agreed. The tin was ripped off roofs 
and boards were splintered. An explo- 
sion strong enough to cause that much 
damage would leave a crater as large as a 
swimming pool. 

“I wonder if the division might have 
stored a Davy Crockett over there?’’ 

“Damn. I sure hope not,’’ Bob 
grunted. ‘‘We’re already in trouble if 
they did. The radiation has already had 
plenty of time to give us a good dose.”’ 

We spent the remaining four hours of 
darkness wandering through the deva- 
stated camp, reassuring the strikers that 
everything was okay. After a while, we 
even began to believe ourselves. 

About the time the first rays of the 
dawn broke over the mountains that 
protected our camp to the east, the intel 
sergeant emerged from his bunker. 

“*Good news, Nat,’’ Holzer laughed. 
‘The kitchen is still in pretty good 
shape.’’ A lot of dust and dirt covered 
the stove and refrigerators, but nothing 
was broken. The Vietnamese house-boys 
were already sweeping up the area. 
Breakfast was right on time. 

The team was just sitting down to eat 
when a light colonel and his entourage 
from the Sth Log came in. We invited 
him to sit down and join us. 

““Your camp’s gonna take a lot of 
work to rebuild,’? he mused over a 
scalding cup of coffee. He was getting 
ready to tell us something. We waited. 

‘‘No question about it,’’ the captain 
agreed, now back in command. ‘‘But at 
least nobody got hurt,”’ 

“Oh? Then everyone must have been 
underground when the C-4 went off.’’ 

We bombarded him with questions. It 
turned out that the combat engineers 
had had 14,000 pounds of C-4 stored in 
a locked CONEX container. When the 
fires and explosions heated the steel con- 
tainer to ignition temperature, seven 
tons of C-4 blew up in our back door. 

If we’d known, one of us would have 
gone in and opened the doors of the 
CONEX. Then the plastic explosive 
would have burned harmlessly instead of 
exploding. 

The 5th Log wasn’t real popular 
around A-244 for a while. 
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Continued from page 41 


Before the steam of that shot is 
swept away in the wind, the next plane 
is taxiing into position. It is an endless- 
ly fascinating process, unequaled in 
violence and precision: in a small 
space. Just how small a space isn’t 
widely realized. On Forrestal-class 
ships, there is only 136 feet from the 
end of the ramp to the first arresting 
wire. The four wires are 40 feet apart, 
allowing a landing pilot a mere 160 feet 
in which to trap. 

We spent most of the first day on the 
LSO platform, portside aft, as the in- 
itial car-quals proceeded. The air wing 
generally has two LSOs, and each 
squadron aboard ship has one of its 
own. Previously, in the prop days, 
LSOs were checked out in all aircraft 

. types aboard the carrier. That is rare 
today — flight time is harder to get — 
and consequently most LSOs are cur- 
rent in two or perhaps three planes. 
But, from experience, they know how 
each type should look in the pattern for 
a safe landing. 

First aboard were the Tomcats. With 
their wings extended, the big Grum- 
mans dropped toward the deck at 
about 130 knots, noses cocked up and 
stabilizers working as the pilots 
“fished” for the right combination of at- 
titude and airspeed. When they hit the 
deck, at a sink rate of about 20 feet per 
second, the entire airframe is wrenched 
by dynamic forces up to six times 
greater than it would experience land- 
ing on a runway. 

Frequently the tailhooks scrape the 
deck before snagging a wire, striking 
sparks. And since planes land at full 
throttle in case of a go-round, all man- 
ner of small debris whips through the 
air with cyclonic force. If it weren’t for 
the shield behind the LSO platform, 
the signal officer would be pelted with 
minute particles from the deck, which 
sting and occasionally injure unpro- 
tected personnel. 

So went the cycle all afternoon as 
planes landed, taxied forward, and 
were flung off again. Each time the 
LSO’s talker advised him of the deck 
status, shouting to make himself heard 
over the jet noise. “Gear set, Tomcat. 
Foul deck!” At this point another F-14 
might be turning on its final approach 
while the previous plane was still taxi- 
ing clear of the wires. The spacing was 
equally close all day, sometimes 
averaging 35 seconds between land- 
ings. Inevitably the call became, “Gear 
set, Tomcat. Clear deck!” 

And half a minute later another 
plane crunched down. 

There were a few waveoffs, but I 
don’t recall any caused by a poor ap- 
proach. Several times when aircraft 
weren't fully clear of the angled deck, 
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step, 100% cotton as used in Viet. 

nam; GenuineGl $1 4.00/each\ 

i — rae came, anys preys 34 
test #; 50% cottov/50% The following jungle hats are our 

nylon; Genuine Gl $12.25/each. finest quality poenirelbiath made 

Cl Desert Tan camoufiags, just copies at $6 50/each Select a 

issued to the U.S. Rapid Deploy: {| Leat Camouflage Pattern 

ment Forces. 50% cotton/50% {1 Tiger Stripe Camouflage Pattern 4 

nylon; GenuineG! $12.25/each. (} Heke rae Green (0D) 

Cl Olive Drab (00) Green, 100% ©! Desert Tan 

@ cotton Gi ripstop as used in early Specity size: 

Vietnam. Genuine GI $14.00/each. § {7}; M (7%); L (7%); ML (7%). 

4144" " ” SATISFACTION GUARANTEED Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours © 
Large 10-1/4"x 12" x 6 Add Shipping—$2.00 for first item; $.50 per item thereafter. 


Enclose return address with check or money 4 Camouflage Collection catalog leaturing cloth, netting, 4 
order to: AMMO BOX, P.O. Box 670, Boonton, © Clothing, bags, jackets and much more - $1.00/each. a 
m 9° 
? z 


Sturdy, waterproof steel containers for carry- 
ing ammunition, toois, cameras and small 
gear. AMMO BOX is available in 3 sizes in 
Forest Green: 

Small 7-114" x 11" x 3-3/4” 

Medium 7-1/2” x 12” x 6" 


ir ; KAUFMAN’S WEST ARMY-NAVY GOODS 
in me Henican. handling. Dept. A-36, 504 YALE SE, ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87108 


*OLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL 24 


JEFF COOPER’S 
AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 


THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 
Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun—All Levels 


“CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN CLOSE-RANGE 
INTERPERSONAL CONFRONTATIONS” 


As the originators and developers of modern smailarms technique, we 
constitute the fountainhead of doctrine of personal weaponcraft. 


Eighteen firing ranges, arm’s length to 1000 
meters—three indoor simulators—twenty-four 
expert instructors—seven qualified range 
masters—a complete gunsmithy on the ranch. 


Our perfected training methods combine the 
discipline essential to safety with cordial, 
personal contact in an atmosphere of helpful 
comradeship. Our aim is to expand the 
individual self-confidence of each client to the 
point where he can enjoy a degree of peace of 
mind rarely known in today’s hazardous 
= environment. 
Student-teacher ratio is never more than four-to-one in range work, and over 
half our practical instruction is conducted with one coach for each pupil. 


Write Dept. SF for information. ,pjeERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
Send $2.00 for API brochure. _—_Paulden, Arizona 86334 


A DEGREE FROM APIIS 
EVIDENCE OF MEMBERSHIP 
IN THE SOCIETY 
OF THE ADEPT. 
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the senior LSO pushed the button on 
his wand which lit up the red lights on 
the display further up the deck. Pilots 
try to keep the “meatball” centered on 
the display for. proper glide-slope while 
landing, but the flashing red lights that 
indicate a wave-off make a go-round 
mandatory. 

Today, thanks to improved techno- 
logy, sometimes only 23 knots of wind 
is needed over the deck to conduct 
landing operations. Although the dif- 
ference between 30 knots and 22 or 23 
may sound small, to a naval aviator it 
is significant. It’s easier on both ships 
and planes. : 

After the Tomcats and Hawkeyes 
came the Corsair IIs. Attack Squadron 
25’s LSO turned around, grinning 
widely, and said, “Now watch a gentle- 
man’s airplane.” It seems the A-7 in- 
spires the same devotion as_ its 
ancestor, the F4U for which it is 
named. Destined for replacement by 
the controversial F/A-18 Hornet, 
which doubles as a fighter, the Corsair 
II still enjoys a good reputation. It has 
won the NATO bombing competition, 
and the attack-aviation community is 
not wholly satisfied with the prospects 
of switching to another mount.; De- 
signed by Northrop, built by McDon- 
nell-Douglas, the Hornet is well along 
toward fleet deployment but even some 
supporters admit its cost versus capa- 
bility is marginal. 

Eventually the talker cried, “Gear 
set, Viking. Clear deck!” The chunky 
S-3s were entering the pattern. In some 
ways they are the most distinctive of all 
carrier aircraft. Their engines emit a 
hollow sound in staccato spurts as 
pilots jockey the throttles on landing. 
The noise, attributed to the Lockheed’s 
compressor section in the engines, has 
been compared to the cry of a cougar. 

The Viking is little known outside 
Naval Aviation, but it possesses con- 
siderable stretch. No longer in produc- 
tion, it could be built again on short no- 
tice as either an ASW or a tanker air- 
craft. It could perform an important 
strike role if plans continue to arm the 
S-3 with Harpoon cruise missiles. 

Ranger and Air Wing Two returned 
in 1981 from the Indian Ocean, one of 
the globe’s potential naval warfare 
arenas. The “Top Gun” team began 
another round of training, workup and 
deployment which compose the life cy- 
cle of carrier aviation. While on the line 
in any of the world’s oceans, an aircraft 
carrier becomes the number one target 
for any adversary. As war correspon- 
dent Ernie Pyle observed nearly 40 
years ago, it’s a tenuous honor, but a 
proud one. ® 


FREE 
AFGHANISTAN 
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THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER: 
A BRIEF HISTORY 
by Barrett Tillman 


Since early in the Second World 
War, the aircraft carrier has been re- 
cognized as the capital ship of the 20th 
century. For some, it is hard to realize 
that 40 years have passed since the 
flattop replaced the battleship in the 
naval pecking order. 

Pearl Harbor is inevitably cited as 
the dramatic example of the carrier’s 
abrupt rise to prominence, but the 
signs were there earlier for anyone 
who looked hard enough. In Novem- 
ber 1940, a dozen Royal Navy carrier 
planes altered the balance of power in 
the Mediterranean by sinking or crip- 
pling three Italian battleships at anchor 
in Taranto Harbor. The nocturnal at- 
tack was successful out of all propor- 
tion to the assets employed or the cost 
— one plane and crew. Then in May 
1941, Swordfish biplanes from HMS 
Ark Royal torpedoed the German bat- 
tleship Bismarck in the North Atlantic, 
slowing her enough so that surface 
units could overtake and destroy her. 

Ultimately, carriers fought their own 
kind. The first two flattop duels oc- 
curred in May and June of 1942 
when, in the Coral Sea and the cli- 
mactic Battle of Midway, outnum- 
bered American carriers blunted Jap- 
anese drives at Australia and the Ha- 
waiian Islands themselves. War at sea 
would never be the same. 

Two more carrier clashes occurred 
during the Guadalcanal campaign that 
same year, contributing to the tenuous 
American grasp on that hard-con- 
tested island. At year-end, these four 
naval air battles had seen the destruc- 
tion of three American and six Japa- 
nese carriers. The naval balance in the 
Pacific had shifted in the 12 months 
since Pearl Harbor, and American 
production now became decisive. 

By autumn of 1943, the Central 
Pacific offensive was underway. 
Spearheading this drive which led to 
Tokyo Bay were the fast carriers, an 
entirely new generation of ships 
stocked with superb new aircraft. The 
big Essex-class ships, displacing 
27,000 tons, teamed with the 11,000- 
ton Independence-class light carriers 
to lead the way in every amphibious 
operation of the Pacific War in the 
final 24 months of hostilities. From the 
Gilberts to the Marianas to the Philip- 
pines and finally to Okinawa and 
Japan itself, carrier-based Hellcats, 
Avengers and Helldivers won_ air 
superiority, sank the majority of the 
Imperial Navy and provided tactical 
air support to invasion troops. The 
“baby flattops,” converted merchant 
hulls made over into “jeep carriers,” 
did double duty as anti-submarine 
vessels in the Atlantic and Pacific, and 
specialized in bombing and strafing 
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COMMANRO 
WATCHBANRD 


Exclusive Crystal Cover Strap! 


Protects your watch and 
conceals nighttime glow. 


| Heavy-Duty, Mil-Spec Web, 1%”. Sewn 
with nylon thread. Nearly indestruct- 
able and will not rot. Velcro® Hook-n- 
Loop closures secure the Cover and our 
unique Double-locking wrist band will 
not come off even under stress. 
Washable. Measure wrist to nearest *4” | 
and specify color. Olive, Black, Sage 


_ Green, Navy. 
“8 #CB1, $5.50 


BRIGADE’S KNIFE POUCH 


A fitting accessory for most pocket knives. Made of the 
same material as our Commando Watchband. Regular size 


fits most 


ocket knives and all width belts. Velcro® 


protective flap keeps knife safe and ready when you need 


it. Olive, Black, Navy, Sage. 
#PCH1, Regular $3.95 


#PCH2, Extra Large for Buck size knives. 
| #PCH3, for Swiss Champion. Specify type. Olive, Black. 
| Just $4.95. 


NYLON COMMANDO FIELD WALLET 


insi 


Rugged nylon packcloth wallet with Velcro® closure. 5 
e pockets for bills, I.D. and credit cards. Water 


repellent, washable & comfortable. A must for any 
outdoors person. Choose Olive, Camouflage, Black, 


Brown, Blue, Green or Divers’ Red. 
#NWT-79, $7.95 


Brigade——- 
Quartermasters, Ltd. 


266-SF Roswell Street 
® Marietta, GA 30060 


age in history, Air strikes, Jungle 
heads, and assault landings captured 
‘on film and preserved forever on video 
ite. 

reat programs-2 hours of high adven- 
“Including: 


ATTLE OF NEW BRITAIN-Dec. '42; a naval 
orce hits Arawe, Rabaul, Cape 
ster-B-25's sweep enemy positions. 

and Army units hit the beaches. In 
udge and blood the foot soldier adds 
ther page of combot glory to his tradi- 


LE FOR LEYTE GULF -History's greatest 
} engagement. The 2nd Battle for 
ines, the planes, men and big guns 
tas square-off in morial combat. A 
ument of men in war... the 

1 4 carriers, 3 battleships, 500 air- 

y cruisers, 4 light cruisers, 14 


IGAUR-Hellcats soften up the 
waiting the 84st Wildcat Divi- 
miry slug it ouf an inch of 


Her hand to hand fury for 
own" and “The Gulch”. 


O STAY-The Batile for 


fighting me} 
suicicidal s¢ 
Tempest’, J 


4 programs-2 ho 
Send to: FERDE 
702 Washington ST., Suite"t4 
U.S. and Canada, add $2.5¢: 
orders. add $3.50. CA res. add: 
SPECIFY BETY or VHS. Visa & Ma 
ORDER TOLL-FREE ON © 
(800) 854-0564, ext: 
In Calif. (800) 432-7257, 


ee 


zanaicae 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Send Check, Money 
Order or Charge to Visa or Mastercard, Include $1.50 
Postage & Handling Fee for all U.S.A. Zip Code 
Addresses. Foreign Orders must request Postage Rates. 
Sorry, No C.O.D.'s, 
Charge Phone Orders To Your Bankcard 
Call (404) 428-1234 


<i Make Money % 
at Home in Spare Time 


BE A “GUN PRO”—the man other 
men respect when it @g@jyB to guns. 
Your love of guns and shooting, can) be'the first step toward | 
an exciting career. (Be’a'sales counselor'for.a.gun'shop 
sporting|goods store, discount 
house. Manage shooting ‘club 
or range. 'Or'start your own 
all £3 business —sell/or repair guns 


ROVE? 4 BE YOUR OWN GUN EXPERT We show 
J you how fo buy and self guns...cus- 
tomize, repair and accurize them... fit 
and finish stocks. Learn all about bal- 
listics,..black powder... how to 
import guns. 

Graduation from this course does not insure that you 
will get a job. To find out how our graduates have done, 
send for our job placement record. 


We Show You How To Apply for a Federal Firearms 


License Buy and set) guns, ammunition and accessories while you 
are still a student at North American, Start making extra cash almost im- 
mediately — order guns for others on cost-plus basis with no investment. 


| First lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy, 


Your friends won't believe their eyes when they see how your 
shooting improves.A simple, easy-to-uncerstand chart included 
* in your first lesson gives you new accuracy. 


CALL TOLL-FREE _ i 
1-800-228-2028 / 5o51. rso43 

(Except in Nebraska call (402) 571-4900/Ext 146 
CALL ANYTIME—Operators fo take your call 24 hours a day. 


Mare 
mae 
1 BUN OR MAIL COUPON TODAY! =a 
[| North American School of Firearms, Dept. RS043 I 
| 4400 Campus Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660 


1 Rush me information telling how | may become a GUN PRO, 


Aname____- AGE____f 
I pppress I 

city STATE ZIP. ! 
i a a te SS aed 
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EATON 


SUPPLY, INC. 


“SANFORD 50” 
DRUM MAGAZINE FOR 
RUGER 10/22™ RIFLE 

+ HOLDS 50 ROUNDS 22 L.R. HV. 

* EASY LOADING 

* SNAPS RIGHT IN—NO FITTING 


NECESSARY 
e EXTREMELY RELIABLE 


NEW ice L499 


25/22 


25 ROUND MAGAZINE FOR 
RUGER 10/22™ RIFLE 


e MADE OF HIGH IMPACT NYLON 
& PLASTIC 

« PROVEN RELIABILITY —NO 
FITTING NECESSARY 

e ALL EATON MAGAZINES ARE 

GUARANTEED FOR 90 DAYS. 


10-SHOT 
10 ROUND 
MAGAZINE FOR 
RUGER MARK I 
MARK II PISTOLS 
e BLUED STEEL 
* CHROMED FOLLOWER 
& BASE PLATE 
e FITS ALL RUGER 
PISTOLS 


—— 10% 


*10-22 is a Repistered Trade Mark of Sturm Ruger & Co., Inc. 


SEE YOUR DEALER OR ORDER 
BY MAIL. ADD $2.00 FOR 
SHIPPING/HANDLING CHARGE. 
SEND CHECKS, MONEY ORDER, 
CERTIFIED CHECKS, CASH TO: 
EATON SUPPLY, INC. 
Dept. A, Box 309, Atwood, CA 92601 
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX 
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CAMPALERT 


PERIMETER PROTECTION SYSTEMS 
by Thrush Co 


CAMPALERTS ARE INEXPENSIVE, MULTI-USE 
PORTABLE INTRUDER ALARMS THAT GAN 
PROTECT ALMOST ANY SIZE AREA, BORDER 
CROSSINGS, ROADS OR ANY OTHER 
SECURITY APPLICATION. 


STANDARD CAMPALERT FEATURES POCKET SIZE, 
LOUD BUZZER. BRIGHT LIGHT, EARPHONE FOR 
COVERT ALARM. 1000 ft. OF REUSEABLE 
PERIMETER TRIPWIRE. USES STANDARD 9 volt 
BATTERY (not included) 


CAMPALERT 2000, UPON DETECTION OF AN 
INTRUDER. TRANSMITS AN ENCODED SIGNAL TO 


UDES A RUGGED, 
R TRANSMITTER ¥ H USES 


AA” BATTERIES INCLUDED) 
JL OF PERIMETER TRIPWIRE. 


UUDE '90) DAY WARRANTY Shr 


AND. it 


=r SYSTEMS | 


CAMPALERT 2000 $249.95 


EXTRA 1000 ft. SPOOL $2.00 


CAMPALERT 5000 ft. $6.00 


SYSTEM $29.95 
THRUSH CO * (213) 465-7201 
1626 N. WILCOX SUITE 130 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90028 


MORE INFO. ON REQUEST // DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE 


Spyderco’s 
Tri-Angle 


Sharpening System 
with Alumina ceramic 
Stones, will sharpen 
new knives sharper 
than new, Easily 
sharpens without oil or 
water straight and ser- 
fated knives. All shears, 
scissors and most shop tools 
like router bits, chiseis and tunsien 
carbide tipped tools. Available in fine or medium grit. 


The Tri-Angle’ 


Ceramic Sharpening System 


Fine grit only $22.95 
Med, grit only $22.95 
Fine and med. grit $35.95 


US Patent 4231194 - Foreign Pending 


“Ceramic Bench Stone”, 
needs no oil or water. 
Never wears out or joses 
shape. 2”x8"x’A" (fine or 
access. Specify right or medium rit). Stone 
left handed. 2%” stain- comes in custom cedar 
less blade. Stainless box. 

scales. US & Foreign $4995 
patent pending. 


$3995 


"Clipit’™ Folding knife. 
One hand open & close. 
Clips to pocket, belt, 
purse or boot for easy 


*Spyde rco 


P.O. BOX 800 A 
Golden, Colorado 80402 


Japanese-held islands ahead of the 
assault troops. 

Following WWII, the inevitable de- 
mobilization resulted in sharp cutbacks 
in naval strength. But even so, the re- 
maining CVs (large carriers) and 
CVLs (light carriers) provided invalu- 
able service during the Korean War. 
When the United Nations forces were 
nearly pushed out of the Asian penin- 
sula, American and British flattops 
were the quickest source of tactical air- 
power, as they were closer than the 
Fifth Air Force units in Japan. Conse- 
quently, they could remain longer on 
target. The carrier’s prime assets of 
mobility and territorial independence 
were never better illustrated. And 
again during Vietnam, Seventh Fleet 
carriers made their presence felt, with 
nearly half the total sorties flown over 
the North. 

Today, the U.S. Navy remains by 
far the strongest carrier force on the 
planet. With 14 CVs on hand, at least 
one is available on station when 
needed in the world’s troubled 
oceans. In addition, helicopter-carry- 
ing assault ships such as USS Tripoli 
and Okinawa afford a balanced force 
for what Winston Churchill liked to 
call “triphibious operations.” 

But lest we become too provincial, 
it is well to note that five other nations 
employ fixed-wing aircraft carriers. 
France is the number-two carrier 
navy, with a pair of post-World War II 
types operating fighter, strike and anti- 
submarine (ASW) aircraft. 

The other CV “powers” boast one 
ship each; usually with a limited mix of 
ASW and light strike aircraft, all of 
U.S. or British origin. How long any 
of them will remain operational is pro- 
blematicai. Australia and Argentina 
each has a small carrier equipped with 
McDonnell-Douglas A-4 Skyhawk 
bombers and Grumman S-2 Tracker 
prop-driven ASW planes. Brazil’s lone 
carrier is dedicated to anti-sub work, 
with S-2s and helos, while India main- 
tains a mixed strike-ASW capability 
with Vikrant. A few other navies, in- 
cluding Spain’s, operate helicopter 
carriers. 

Conspicuous by its absence from 
this accounting is the British Navy. 
Since Britain’s labor governments of 
the 1970s scrapped its strike carriers, 
the Royal Navy’s historic role in this 
esoteric martial art has dwindled in the 
conventional sense. But the headlines 
accorded HMS Hermes. and Invincible 
during the Falklands conflict of 1982 
brought Vertical/Short Takeoff and 
Landing aircraft (V/STOL) to public 
attention in much the same manner as 
the singer who remarked it took him 
20 years to be discovered overnight. 
V/STOL is almost -exclusively of 
British origin, dating to the Harrier’s 
ancestor, the Hawker-Siddeley 
P.1127 of 1960. 
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However, state of the art is still 
growing in V/STOL. The tactical lim- 
itations are considerable: poor range 
and endurance, with limited ord- 
nance. The U.S. Marine Corps is fly- 
ing the AV-8A Harrier and has pur- 
chased B models, but they’re intended 
for land-based close air support, not 
war at sea. The British Sea Harriers, 
augmented by Royal Air Force Har- 
riers, performed magnificently in the 
Falklands, giving a major boost to the 
V/STOL concept. 

But Argentina’s potentially superior 
strike capability with Vienticinco de 
Mayo was nullified by the British sub- 
marine threat, so no direct carrier con- 
flict resulted. It would have been the 
first such clash since 1944. 

Despite the Harrier’s success in the 
South Atlantic, more research and de- 
velopment is necessary to bring 
V/STOL to the point where it can 
compete with conventional CV-based 
strike aircraft in range and payload. 
And if any new developments are 
forthcoming, they will probably be 
found in the Soviet Union. 

Curiously, the Russians had a com- 
manding position in naval aviation 
early in the century. Like the British, 
the Czarist navy made good use of 
seaplane carriers during WWI, and it is 
of some interest to naval pundits to 
speculate where Russia might be to- 
day without the disrupting influence of 
the Bolshevik Revolution. Consider- 
ing the home-grown aviation talent of 
men such as Alexander Severski and 
Igor Sikorski, the Russians were pro- 
bably as capable as the British of 
evolving a true aircraft carrier by the 
late ’20s. 

Until recently, the fellow-traveling 
navies have adopted a polemical at- 
titude toward carriers. The CV, they 
say, is an instrument of imperialism; 
hence they shun its use. Such pro- 
nouncements are plainly for public 
consumption. They may do for the 
communist Chinese, who haven't a 


snowball’s chance in hell of devel- 


oping their own carriers, but the 
Soviets have presumably dropped the 
pretense. Their Kieu-class carriers 
operate Yak-36 Forger VTOLs, plus 
ASW helos. They may have a long 
way to go in the fixed-wing de- 
partment, but there’s little doubt of 
their interest. 

The Soviets are known to be build- 
ing a ship of about 60,000-ton dis- 
placement, probably nuclear-pow- 
ered, with modified versions of exist- 
ing aircraft. Since the Russians seldom 
build warships in classes fewer than 
four units, it will be of considerable in- 
terest to see how far they go in the 
next decade to challenge American 
seapower. @ 
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VALOR SPORTS 


800 STREETS RUN ROAD, PITTSBURGH, PA 15236 
PHONE: (412) 884-1333 


Wt 


Be 


SAP GLOVES $39.95 


The Protector D100 (self defenders that took like dress gloves) 
Deerskin leather 

Unlined 

Standard Lock Machine Inseam Stitching (Nylon Thread) 
Black 

SMLXL 


BILLIES 


7982 - $11.95 
7980 - $11.95 
796 - $14.50 
211 - $14.50 
Penns - $17.50 
720 - $17.00 
666 - $12.50 
Convoy - $17.50 


Junior 
BY 1 0n 


FLAT SAPS 


Midget - $13.50 
Junior - $16.00 
Texan - $17.00 
Big John - $31.50 
Denver - $13.50 


PAPERWEIGHT 


In Aluminum - $4.95 
Or Brass - $6.95 


Blg John 
1S" - 18 02. 


Money Orders, Cashair Checks, Shipped Same Day 
Personal Checks Will Be Held for 30 Days 


All items post paid, continental U.S. only 
All others add shipping 


WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION of 
MILITARY INSIGNIA SPORTSWEAR 


T-SHIRTS 


White, Tan, Scar! 


MILITARY GRAPHICS 
DEPT. 3 - BOX 228 
DUNKIRK, MARYLAND U.S.A. 20754 
Phone (301) 741-5216 


Specify Shirt Type, Color, Style & 
Insignia No. © Men’s sizes $,M,L,XL 


U.S. Special Forces Deaths Head (#137) i 
U.S.M.C.—Insignia (#2) Gray, Blue, 


Gold, Scarlet 


U.S. 173rd Airborne (#155) 

U.S. 10Ist Air Assoult (#24) 

U.S. Abn, Wings 

(Master #4) (Senior #5) (Novice #6) 
U.S. Army Ronger (#26) 

Ist Cov.—Airmobile (#42) 
Military Police (#132) 

U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. (#11) 

U.S. Army Engineers (#139) 


Rhodesion—Security Force (#12) 
Rhodesian—Kings African Rifles (#34) 
British—S.A.S. (#13) 

British—Royal Morines (#17) 

British-Irish Guords (#39) 
Scottish-Blackwatch (#20} 

German-SS Deoths Head (#19) 
German-Waffen SS Runes {#18} 
Mercenary-(Foreign Legion Insignio) (#156) 
Merc-This Body For Hire (#158) 

Deoths Heod with Crossed Rifles (#151) 
K-9—Corps (#46) 
Got Screwed in Vietnom (#159) 


os rin 


8.50 
CAPS 
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Red, Grn., Blue 


AWARD CERTIFICATES: 8 x 11 in Color 
Space for Name/Date/Scores/Units etc. 
C-1 U.S.M.C. Force Recon 


Mastercard ® Visa ® Personal Checks} -2 ¥-S. Army Special Forces 
Allow 4 Weeks for Delivery 4 i : iratvecgr 
MONEY ORDERS SHIPPED AT ONCE C-7 U.S. Special Forces Guerilla Warfare Instructor 
and CANADA C-8 U.S. Special Forces Weapons Expert 
OVERSEAS ORDERS ADD 30% | C-15 U.S. Army 5th Special Forces Group 
19 U.S. Army Rifle Expert 


* c- 
SEND $1.00 FOR COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG ¢.32 U.S.M.C. Scout Sniper 
De] WITH OVER 160 T-SHIRT DESIGNS & 65 CERTIFICATES €-33 U.S. Army — Airborne Novice Wings 


Blue, Gold, Green, 


U.S. Special Forces (#1) Gicy 7 95 
Sth Special Forces (#23) ——— 
U.S. Special Forces Spec. Oper. (#27) Sweatshirts 


U_S.M.C.—Force Recon (#9) 

U.S.M.C.—Rifle Teom (#123) 11.50 
U.S.M.C.— Served My Time in Hell (#125) See 
U.S. 82nd Airborne (#8) RING-NECK 
U.S. 101s Airborne (#7) T-SHIRTS 
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World's largest 
supplier of 
gun parts. 


NUMRICH ARMS, the world’s 
largest supplier of gun parts 
offers new Catalog No. 10 
covering a 150 million parts 
inventory with information 
never before in print. 


U.S. PRICE $2.95 
FOREIGN $3.95 


Catalog 


The most 
comprehensive 
guide of its type! 


124 NUMRICH arms corporation 


SUPPORT SOF ADVERTISERS 


MAKE BIG PROFITS FAST SELLING, DISTRIBUTING HOTTEST NEW SURVIVAL-HUNTING WEAPON! 
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rIFLE BULLET. Improvea version of famous 
Thrilling sport! Kills varmi Sete ideal gift. Compressed breath gives amazing power. 200 ft. range. 
Astound friends! Rugged .38 cal. precision aluminum, rubbergrips. Pierces 2” plywood. Speed 300 ft/sec. Not 
toy! Has 100 steel darts (kit) carry case, instructions. Compact 4¥ft. mode) $9.97! Po pular5¥2ft $10.97Magnum6 
$11.97! Extra darts$3.50, for 100! $5.95/200!$14/500!$26/M! SuperBONUS BUY 2gunsget600darts, sling, quiver, 
patches, camouflage, targets, carry box ($22 Free)! BUY 3 SAME+cleaning rod +900 ($32 Free)! BUY 
SAME+ 1100+ Guerrila Gun ($50 Free) BUY 5 SAME + 1300+ FREE 7thGUN! ($65) BUY 6 SAME+ 1600! ($65 
Add $1.95 Sarena Send cash,check,m.o, Willreplaceifbrokenwithin15 YEARS! Use 30 days. Mone’ 
back if not delighted. HOUSE OF WEAPONS, INC. Box 794-S Provo, Utah 84601.Buy 17-414's $133 Ppd STSEETC TEVE 
VISA/Master Chews CARD orders ONLY: CALL TOLL FREE NOW 24 hrs: 800-824-7888:AK Hawaii 800-824-7919. Ask for operator 720. 


blowgun. 


ASSAULT FROM THE SEA 


Essays on the History of Amphibious Wartare 
By Lt Col. Merrill L Bartlett, USMC (Ret) 


This collection of 51 essays provides a history of amphibious 

landings that includes European, Asian, and American operations. 
Itillustrates the role of amphibious warfare in the age of sail, the age 

of Mahan, World War II, and the present nuclear age. It describes in 
detail some of history's significant amphibious assaults, from the 
Greek’s Marathon in 490 B.C. to the Falkland Islands war in 1982, 

as well as planned attacks that were never carried out. . 


1983. 312 pages. Illustrated. 
List price: $24.95 


Book Order Department U.S. Naval Institute, Annapolis, MD 21402 


Yes! Send me copy(ies) of Assault From the Sea (0882) at $24.95 each. 


1 Ihave enclosed my check or money order for $_______, including 
$_____ for postage and handling. (Postage & handling is $2.50 
for orders up to $30.00, and $3.25 for orders of $30.01 or more. 
Please add 5% sales tax for delivery within the State of Maryland.) 


O Bill me O Charge my oR Oo = 


Acct # Exp. date 


SX3A 


Signature (Credit card & Bill me charges not valid unless signed) 
Name 

Address 
City, State 


. 2p = 23 
Price subject to change without notice, 


0 Please send me the Naval Institute Press book catalog. == 
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MiG KILL 


Continued from page 33 


The MiG pilot aggressively followed 
him, failing to break off as expected. 
This guy was bad. 

Back and forth over the Indochina sky 
the two adversaries battled, locked in a 
supersonic death struggle, neither gain- 
ing an advantage. Cunningham knew in- 
stantly that the communist was no or- 
dinary pilot, but a skilled combat techni- 
cian who anticipated his every move. 
Cunningham would have to summon all 
his resources to get the guy. 

Scissoring canopy to canopy, the jet 
drivers eye-balled each other through the 
plexiglass and maneuvered their war 
machines, looking for the slightest edge. 
Neither pilot relented: up over the top, 
roll out, into each other, through the 
vertical, into the scissors, roll out in- 
verted and at it again. 

Both pilots slashed aggressively into 
each other with one thought in mind: 
Get the other guy to overshoot. Each 
time they pulled into a rolling maneuver, 
they executed a series of turn reversals 
around the other’s vertical axis, each at- 
tempting to force the other into the 12 
o’clock position. 

The trick to the vertical rolling scissors 
is timing. If Cunningham timed the re- 
versal properly, the MiG pilot would be 
unable to get back inside the F-4’s turn 
radius. The American could then roll to 
the inside of the MiG, forcing it to over- 
shoot again. 

Then Cunningham could continue his 
roll-out to the enemy’s rear quadrant, 
putting him into the classic six-o’clock 
firing position. But each time, the North 
Vietnamese counter-rolled and pulled 
his fighter’s nose into the F-4 at just the 
right moment to stay to the outside of 
Cunningham’s flight path. 

As the scissors progressed from one 
reversal to the next, both aircraft quick- 
ly bled off energy and broke off the at- 
tack before achieving firing position. 
Coming to the end of the scissors, Cun- 
ningham found his faster, heavier 
machine edging ahead of the agile MiG, 
placing him in a vulnerable position. 

Although a fighter pilot may be able 
to perform aerial combat maneuvers, if 
he can’t perform them instinctively, or 
doesn’t have a large number of options 
at his fingertips to do them with, his sur- 
vival chances are limited. Also, it is 
critical that a pilot understand the per- 
formance capabilities of the enemy’s air- 
craft as well as those of his own. Maneu- 
ver decisions — when and how much — 
are based on turn and speed characteris- 
tics, pull of gravity, weaponry and other 
factors that vary from aircraft to air- 
craft. Only experience against enemy air- 
craft will provide the reflexive judgment 
that separates MiG killers from the 
empty-handed. 
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Suddenly, at the top of a vertical 
scissors, the MiG driver broke off and 
dove for home, halting because he was 
either low on fuel, or unwilling to press 
his luck further with the U.S. pilot. Cun- 
ningham, momentarily astonished by 
the unexpected disengagement, reco- 
vered and — pouring the coal to the 
Phantom — followed the MiG down. 

Now in afterburner, Cunningham 
kicked his ship around, reefed throught 
the MiG’s six o’clock position, and fired 
his third Sidewinder. The nine-foot 
AIM-9 missile jumped from the wing 
rail, white rooster tail clearly visible, and 
roared after the North Vietnamese. 
After a quick splash of fire and a rush of 
smoke, the MiG pitched over and drove 
straight into the ground. The explosion 
and fireball were. observed by Showtime 
106 and 110. MiG number three. 

Once more, Cunningham and Driscoll 
in Showtime 100 tried to leave North 
Vietnam but were bounced by another 
MiG-17. They broke into the MiG and 
were preparing for their fourth kill of 
the morning when Showtime 106 called 
that four more MiGs were attacking 
100’s six o*clock. Cunningham, deciding 
that the odds weren’t right, disengaged 
and accelerated for the Gulf of Tonkin 
and the USS Constellation. : 

While 100 was climbing to 16,000 feet, 
a SAM missile detonated about 400 feet 
off its starboard wing. The two Navy of- 
ficers continued their race homeward to 
the waiting Connie. 

Just before reaching the coast, the F-4 
began to yaw badly. The gauges showed 
that the aircraft was rapidly losing its 
hydraulic systems. Cunningham skillful- 
ly nursed the stricken Phantom over the 
Gulf by rudder-rolling as it gradually 
descended. Finally, giving all the extra 
distance it could, the F-4 started a long, 
slow, spinning descent into the sea. The 
crew gave it a few turns and then 
punched out together. They both got 
good chutes and landed uninjured in the 
Tonkin Gulf five nautical miles off the 
mouth of the Red River. 

Within minutes, Cunningham and his 
RIO were picked out of the warm waters 
by a rescue helicopter from the USS 
Okinawa. After they were returned to 
the Constellation, the following secret 
message was flashed to CINCPAC and 
COMSEVENTH FLT: 

‘*Z.4 On this date [10 May 1972] Con- 
Sstellation/airwing nine fighter crews 
destroyed five MiG-17 A/C and one 
MiG-21 confirmed and one probable as 
the result of airborne engagements. 

“The pilot of Showtime 100, Lt. Ran- 
dall H. Cunningham, USNR, and his 
radar intercept officer, LtJG William P. 
Driscoll, USNR, are credited with a tri- 
ple MiG kill on 10 May 72 which, along 
with their MiG kills of 19 Jan 72 and 8 
May 72, totals five. Constellation accor- 
dingly claims for them the first triple 
MiG kill and first ace status of the Viet- 
nam War.’ ®% 
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Must Prepare for War 
TS BUMPER STICKER $2 


Above logos on CAPS 
CAPS & T-Shirts $B, 9 jarsnnan | 


shirts screened front & bock “No Cheap Charlie!” 
OD available if specified Specify size & style #s 
for Overseas AirMail add $4/item 
make payment to: 
SIN LOI propuctions inc.[SLPI] 
1105S N. Main St. Suite 2A#2 
Gainesvilie, Fl. 32601 
We C M VIETNAM T-Shi 
Send $2 for Catalog fires with puniesss] 


CELESTRON GIANT 
11 x 80 BINOCULARS 


As favorably evaluated in SOF 


PRICE: $349.00 ppd. 


complete with case, lens covers, 
straps and tri-pod adaptor — 
(Other fine binoculars 

available — see our Catalog). 


Weight: 5 Ib. 


SEND $2 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 
Cash, Money Order, Certified Check ONLY, 
or Master Charge or Visa number 
(and expiration date) to: 


RMS, Inc. 
3093 Walnut 
Boulder, Colorado 80301 
Phone (303) 442-6805 


3 >* 


This is the way it will 
happen! 


It’s 3:00 A.M. and your position is 
under attack. Be able to see your 
opponent at night. 


U.S. Military Parachute Flares 


These are original unused night 
illumination flares as used by the U.S. 
military. Not a toy or common fire- 
works. They are fired from any 
weapon with a standard size flash 
hider (AR-15, AR-180, M-1, M-1 car- 
bine, HK-91, HK-93 etc.) by using a 
standard grenade launcher blank. 
Light your killing zone. Each flare will 
illuminate thousands of square feet of 
terrain for 25-30 seconds as it 
decends, by parachute, from its 600’ 
altitude. All flares are shipped in their 
original sealed tube and are in strictly 
Grade | condition. 


Oe OS ee Os ee ee 
ORDER FORM 


Please ship the following items. | certify that 1am 
over 18 years of age and that these items will be 
used strictly for emergency illumination. Phoenix 
Systems, Inc. and its officers and employees take 
no responsibility for property damage or injury 
resuiting from the misuse or improper use of any 
of these items, nor do they warranty the ser- 
viceability thereof. 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 


Signature (Necessary to send Merchandise) 


Ordering Information * 


Flares: $15.00 each, 3 or more $13.50, and 12 or 
more $12,00 each. 


Grenade Launcher Blanks: $4.00 each, 3 or more 
$3.50, and 12 or more $3.00 each. (Specify 
Caliber: 30-06, 30 Cal. Carbine, .233, or .308) 


Shipping and Handling Add $3.00 
Please Send Me: 


Flares: 


Grenade Launcher Blanks: 
Caliber: 


(11 enclose my check or money order for $ 
or please charge to (LJ VISA or (1 Mastercharge 


Account Number Expiry Date 
ee ee eee 


Phoenix Systems Inc. 


P.O. Box 3339-B 
Evergreen, Colorado 80439 
Phone: 303 674-2653 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 77 


RAM LINE” 


RUGER 10-22* 


MAGAZINE 


30 SHOT | 
* Anti-Jam Design 


s* 
wor 
\ 


¥* Factory guaranteed 


% 10,000 round Proof test 


%* Last bullet as easy to load as first 


% NOW in CLEAR version —_-»- 


Black #MAT 1120 $16.75 List 
Clear #MAT 1120C $22.50 List 


Ask your Dealer, or send $1.00 
for catalog and referral. 


RAM-LINE Dept. 363C 406 Violet St. 


*A Registered Trademark of Sturm-Ruger Co. Inc. 


| GENUINE Gl 
JUNGLE BOOT 


SIZES 7-14 &N, R, W, X-W, 
» some 1/2 sizes — 


$45°° 


fm Spike Protective, canvas- 
nylon uppers, leather 
bottom, screen vent 
in arch. 


MASTER CHARGE, VISA, COD’s aoe 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
eee surplus including camouflague 
atigues 
Valley Surplus 
Box 346 
Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 


ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE, PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS., INSURED. 
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Golden, CO 80401 


MILITARY HISTORY 
ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

WW II German newsreels of the great 
battles; Allied documentaries; Korea, 
Vietnam and contemporary Soviet Army 
films. Reproduced from original source 
materials. Send $1 (refundable) for latest 
illustrated catalog. International Historic 
Films, Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629. 


COMBAT ACCESSORIES for 
MINI-14®, 10/22®, AR-15, UZI 


Foldup Stocks Web Gear 
Scope Mounts Flash Hiders 


MOST COMPLETE LINE OF QUALITY 
PRODUCTS ON THE MARKET 
FEATHER ENTERPRISES 
2500 Central Avenue 


Send $1.00 for Catalog 
303-442-7021 


Dept. SF 
Boulder, €0 80301 


ANGOLA 


Continued from page 53 


To be continued: In July’s SOF, Ven- 
able talks with UNITA leader, Jonas 
Savimbi.R 


ANGOLAN UPDATE 


When the Portuguese withdrew from 
Angola in 1975 after 400 years of rule, 
there were three guerrilla movements 
vying for control: The National Front 
for Liberation of Angola (FNLA), a 
pro-Western northern Angolan group 
composed primarily of the Bakongo 
tribe and headed by Holden Roberto; 
the Popular Movement for Liberation of 
Angola (MPLA), an urban movement 
led by Marxist intellectual Agostinho 
Neto and sponsored by the Soviet 
Union, East Germany and Cuba; and 
the National Union for the Total Libera- 
tion of Angola (UNITA), a nationalist 
movement mainly representing the 
Ovimbundu tribe, who comprise 40 
percent of Angola’s population. 

UNITA’s primary support comes 
from Communist China, although it 
also received support from the United 
States (as did FNLA) until the Clark 
Amendment stopped aid in 1976. South 
Africa is also rumored to be a silent 
source of support. UNITA leader Jonas 
Savimbi, Swiss-educated with a doctor- 
ate in political science, was Foreign 
Minister of FNLA from 1962-64. In 
1964, he and 11 followers split from 


$100,000 REWARD 


FROM 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


FOR THE 
FIRST COMMUNIST 
PILOT TO DEFECT WITH INTACT 
SAMPLES OF CHEMICAL AND/OR 
BIOLOGICAL WARFARE AGENTS. 


Soldier of Fortune Magazine will pay 
$100,000 to the first communist pilot to 
defect to the West from Afghanistan, 
Laos or Cambodia in an aircraft designed 
to deliver and equipped with lethal 
chemical and/or biological weapons. 

To receive this reward, the chemical 
and/or biological agents must be authen- 
ticated by a laboratory sanctioned by 
Soldier of Fortune. 


Soldier of Fortune Magazine is the sole judge of 
any dispute arising over this reward and will 
determine any person or persons entitled to 
share therein. Its decision on any point or mat- 
ter connected with the reward shall be final and 
conclusive. 
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FNLA because they believed it was too 
Bakongo-oriented, and underwent nine 
months of guerrilla training in Peking 
before returning to Angola to fight the 
Portuguese. 

When their joint enemy — the Port- 
uguese — pulled out of Angola, Sav- 
imbi, Neto and Roberto signed a pact 
agreeing to hold elections immediately 
after independence. But the MPLA was 
unwilling to risk the test of the people’s 
will, and in August 1975 they un- 
leashed a mortar barrage on a com- 
pound where FNLA and UNITA 
cabinet ministers were housed. By in- 
dependence day, MPLA —with the 
help of Cuban advisers — was in con- 
trol of Luanda. FNLA was largely 
wiped out by Cuban troops and Soviet- 
supplied weapons and armor. Savimbi 
and his followers pulled back into the 
bush of southeast Angola and continue 
to wage a guerrilla war against MPLA 
and its foreign supporters. 

It is currently estimated that there are 
20,000-40,000 Cubans in Angola, 
propping up the government of Neto’s 
successor, Jose Eduardo dos Santos. 
The dos Santos government controls 
one-third of the country; Savimbi con- 
trols one-third (in the south) and one- 
third is being disputed. 

SOF correspondent Rick Venable is 
one of the few writers who have had the 
courage and been allowed to go into 
Cuando-Cubango Province to get an ac- 
curate view of the status of Angola’s 
forgotten war. 


OFFICIAL SOF 
BERET & INSIGNIA 
TOP QUALITY RED 
BERET made to U.S. Gov't specifica- 
tions $13.00 postpaid SOF COLORED 
ENAMELED INSIGNIA $7.00 post- 
paid. Specify beret size. 
SOF EXCHANGE — P.O. Box 687 
— Boulder CO 80306 


STUN! 
STAGGER! 
STOP! 


PALM SIZED INSTANT 
PROTECTION 


$14.95 eunz 
$19.95 siro 


Specifications: BLITZ 5-1/8’ 
closed, 1334" opan, 5% oz. SIPO: 
6" closed, 16%" open, 10 oz. 

TO OADER, just send your name, and 
address with check, cash, of money 
order to: INCO, P.O. Box 3111, Dept. 
B(6), Burbank, CA 91504 
213-842-4094 $14.95 ea. for Blitz, 
$19.95 ea. for Sipo, plus $2.00 ea. for 
postage and handling. 


Dealer 
Inquiries 
Invited. 
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Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your office or home. Connects 
between an, cassette or tape recorder and your telephone or 


telephone L 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 


phone is hung up. This device is not an answering service. 


Super Powerful Wireless Mic 


E. Starts automatically when 


tale is answered. 


ops recorder when 


size 1cu.” 


Each 


$19.95 


Oty. Disc. Avail, 


10 times more powerful than other mics. Transmits up to % mile 
to any FM radio. Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 
Call (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95 + $1.00 shipping per item 
to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melboume, FL 32901. COD's 


accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers and 


size 2°x 3"x 4" 


other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


4 NEW TAKE-DOWN BLOWGUN 


7 Now get 2 Blowguns in 1 
/, SURVIVAL WEAPON ii 


“ SILENT POWERFUL [MMos 


Exotic Sports Presentsthe NEW 2 In 1 Yaqua 414" and 
2' Blowgun combined. Through modern engineering 
comes the tirst Blowgun of its kind! (2) Two units 

connected makes 414° Blowgun (range 200°). 
Y unit makes 8 2’ Blowgun (range 80’). The 
new Take-Down model is great for Munters, 
Back Packers, Hikers, or any Sportsman. 
Gomes complete with Its own case for 
easy carrying & storage. ASTOUND 
FRIENDS! After minules of prac- 
tice you can hit a beer can at 200 
teal, The dart ts so fast and 
powerlully propelled by 
ordinary breath that ican 
piercaeven with a blunt 
point!Not a toy,darts 
are spring steel. 
ey fly faster 


Kills Varmits, Caliber is .38 

Length is 4.5 teet. Mouthpiece ts rub- 

ber, of patented design. Material is alumi- 
num, Comes in its own carrying tube. Hunt- 


see, have killed 
ers use “long” darts for large animals. Police 


mountain tions, 


use “very short” darts for dog controt (just for skin ‘. Cleverdart kit 
pricks), This fatter concept could be useful to contro! fats youadjust 
larger domestic animals. The lives of Amazon Indians \Y darts for 


depend on the same principles as these lightweight large game 
».merican-made copies of jungle blowguns, as improv. crawl" 
ed by modarn engineering and matariais. Gomplete BS 


ae, leat, cet ne 
VISA/M.C. &€.0.0.-TOLLFREE~. 
24 HOURS 1-800-227-1617, Ext.601 


’ 


vr 
’ exomic \ 
WEAPONS 
te A ; 


an access book 7 


* x 


~~ fi 
by michael hoy 


ac. — 


EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 
By Michael Hoy 


Large 8% x 11, over 400 photos of more than 
200 weapons, with more than 500 dealers In 
an easy-to-use well-organized format. 


B RAND NEW 
COMPLETELY 
REVISED AND 

UPDATED 
EDITION 
Features of the 1983 Edition: 

° More than 200 weapons described and 
Illustrated, with dealer listings for ail 

© Over 400 photographs and Iilustrations of 
the world’s most fascinating hand weapons 
--and Instructions on how to buy them 

e Sources for books, plans, periodicals, 
organizations, and additional information 
for all weapons listed 


e Complete names and addresses of dealers 
provided for ALL weapons Iisied 


EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 


SUPER LOW-PRICE SALE 


BINOCULARS 


All with case - § yr. guarantee 


8x21 Compact Roof Prism $89.20 
8x32 WA Rubber Armored Roof Prism $119.20 
10x40 Rubber Armored Roof Prism $134.20 
7x50 Rubber Armored Center Focus $82.20 
8/20x50 Zoom Rubber Armored 
Center Focus $134.20 
Add $2.50 delivery anywhere in U.S. 
PA residents add 6% sales fax. 
Manufactured by SOLIGOR 
A leader in quality optics 
VISA/MASTERCARD/AMERICAN EXPRESS 
| a@y's, 
Guns and Shooting Supplies Inc. 
1566 Haines Road, Levittown, PA 19055 
(215) 945-3586 


Telephone orders accepted 


Available again: The book that tells you where 
and how to buy and/or make ail sorts of 
strange and unusual weapons. EXOTIC 
WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK has been 
highly praised by professionals in the fields of 
weaponry, self defense, survival, clandestine 
operations, and personal freedom. It is widely 
recognized as the finest weapons source 
book in the world. 

Here are just a few of the unusual weapons 
you can buy using this amazing new book: 
stun guns © brass knuckles © gravity knives’® 
body armor @ primitive and stone age wea- 
pons ¢ bolas « battie axes © crossbows ¢ 
tranquillzer guns © oriental weapons © sap 
gloves © tasers © police weapons © night 
vision devices © smoke grenades © switch- 
blades © sonic weapons © underwater wea- 
pons © sword canes ¢ gatling guns ® electrical 
weapons ¢ and much, much morel 


All of these weapons and many, many more 
are described and illustrated, with dealer 
names and addresses given for each weapon! 
The all-new 1983 edition of EXOTIC WEA- 
PONS; AN ACCESS BOOK is bigger and 
better than ever! More than 150 large 8% x 11 
pages, crammed with information on where 
and how you can buy over 200 different 
weapons! Use the handy coupon below to 
order your copy today. You will be very 
pleased, we know. 
Loompanics Unlimited 
PO Box 1197 Pt. Townsend, WA 98368 

Please send me copies of EXOTIC WEAPONS: 
AN ACCESS BOOK. / enclose $9.95 + $2.00 

shipping & handling for each copy. 

Name 

Address. 

City. 

State 


SOF 


Zip Code 
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BACK 
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*No. 1—SUMMER ’75: U.S. Vietnam Vets Attempt 
To Fight For Saigon; CiA Assassination Of Trujillo; 
Col. Hoare & His Mercs in Angola. 

*No. 2—SPRING ’76: War in Angola; Special Forces 
Desert Training; Cuban Invasion Plot. 

*No. 3—SUMMER ’76: Hearst’s PR Dept. Behind ’54 
Guatemalan Revolt; Mad Dog Callan: Merc Runs 
Amuck; Cnalienge of Deep Sea Diving. 

*No. 4—FALL ’76: Vietnam Vet First American KIA 
in Angola; SOF Interviews cic of Rhodesian Army; 
American Merc in Israel. 

*No. 5— WINTER ’77: Ralph Thorsen: Modern Boun- 
ty Hunter; Terror in Beirut — An Inside Look At 
The PLO; SOF Interviews Sir Robert Thompson. 

*No. 6—SPRING ’77: SOF Recon: Action in South 
Africa; NRA Survival School; Paramedics in 
Guatemala. 

No. 7—SEPT. ’77: American Merc Destroys Cuban 
Espionage Ring; SAC Errors in VN Airwar Opera- 
tion, Part 1; Rhodesia: ‘‘Castle Keep.” 

*No. 8—NOV. ’77: South African Army Prepares for 
War; Israeli Defense Force; SOF Interviews Mike 
Echanis; SAC Errors in VN, Part 2. 

No. 9—JAN. ’78: Africa !s Burning; A Professional 
Soldier Evaluates ClIA-Cuban Exile Ops; Freelanc- 
ing In Cambodia. 

No. 10—MARCH ’78: Bounty Hunting In Africa; Tet 
68: American Media Interpretations, Ranger in Ac- 
tion in Saigon; Grey’s Scouts Ride Again. 

*No. 11—MAY ’78: Mercs’ Togo Assassination Try; 
Thai Army General Speaks Out; Cubans Torture 
U.S. POWs in Vietnam. 

No. 12—JULY ’78: French Foreign Legion Today, 
Part 1; H&K Assault Rifle; South African Comman- 
dos. 

*No. 13—SEPT. ’78: French Foreign Legion, Part 2; 
SOF interviews Cambodia’s President-in-Exile; 
Mike Echanis: Hands vs. Guns. 

No. 14—NOV. ’78: French Foreign Legion, Part 3; 

SWAT In Action; South African Strike Into Angola. 
No. 15—JAN. °79: Jeff Cooper’s “Gunsite”’; SOF 
Interviews Gen. John K. Singlaub; SOF Rides with 
Rhodesia’s Armored Corps. 

No. 16—FEB. ’79: In Memoriam: Mike Echanis; 
French Foreign Legion Update; American Rides 
with Grey’s Scouts. 

No. 17—MARCH ’79: U.S. Navy SEALs, Part 1; SOF 
Jumps With Confederate Airborne; Colorado NG 
Shows Regulars How. 

No. 18—APRIL ’79: U.S. Navy SEALs, Part 2; Tom- 
my Gun; Rhodesian Ranch Security; W.E. Fair- 
bairn: Grandfather of SWAT. 

No. 19—MAY ’79: SMG vs. Pistol; AK-47 & Its 

Variations; Soviets Slam SOF. 

No. 20—JUNE ’79: Death in the Night in Vietnam; 

Col. “Bull” Simons Engineers Iranian Jailbreak; 
OPFOR: The Friendly Enemy. 

No. 21—JULY ’79: BATF Gestapo; Combat Track- 
ing Techniques; Fighting for Keeps; My Fight 
Against Fidel. 

No. 22— AUG. ’79: Mad Mike’s Mercs in the Congo; 
Saigon: The Toughest Beat in the World; Handgun 
Stopping Power. 


80 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


No. 23—SEPT. ’79: World Practical Pistol Cham- 
pionship; Duel of Master Snipers; South African 
Motorcycle Troops. 

No. 24—OCT. ’79: White Devil of Mozambique; 
Sidewinder SMG; Contact Lenses for Shooters. 
No. 25—NOV. ’79: Chopper Jobs; Nicaragua: The 


End; In Memoriam: Col. “Bull’’ Simons; Return to, 


Parris Island. 

No. 26—DEC. ’79: Korean Combat of Nerves; SOF 
with Border Patrol; Strategist Plots WWIII. 

No. 27—JAN. ’80: Stakeout: Rizzo’s Raiders; Field 
Gear Needs Face Lift; Cobray School. 

No. 28—FEB. ’80: Shootout: .45 vs 9mm; Only U.S. 
POW to Escape during SE Asian War; Soviet Black 
Berets. 

No. 29—MARCH ‘80: Soviet Nuclear Plans; West 
Germany’s GSG 9; Will Volunteer Army Fight? 
No. 30—APRIL ’80: Texas Airborne NG; SOF Inter- 
views Afghan Rebel Leader; Angolan Border Fire 
Fight. 

No. 31—MAY ’80: Khe Sanh: No Dien Bien Phu; 
Beside Bokassa; Africa’s Bushman Battalion. 

No. 32—JUNE ’80: Vietnam Delta Ambush; Wolf 
Pack Skipper; RSA’s Cuban Killer. 

‘No. 33—JULY ’80: MGs for Rent; Vietnam: Why We 
Went, Why We Didn't Win; SOF Takes a Dive. 
‘No. 34—AUG. ’80: Gunfight at Fort Hustler, RVN; 
SOF: Contact in Rhodesia; Marine Desert War Ex- 
ercises. 

No. 35—SEPT. ’80: Assignment Afghanistan; In 
Cuban Waters; SAS Dares and Wins. 

No. 36—OCT. ’80: Jihad in Afghanistan; Soviet 
Special Forces; Shot in the Heart. 

No. 37—NOV. ’80: SMGs Find Home on the Range; 
Bringing Smoke on SWAPO; Stunt Pilot’s Pilot. 
No. 38—DEC. ’80: Vietnam: Howard’s Hill; Moroc- 
co’s Desert War; Ruger’s Mini-14. 

No. 39—JAN. ’81: Sharpshooting with Chairman 
Jeff; Anatomy of a Combat Knife; Cambodia: 
Journey into Hell. 

No. 40—FEB. ’81: AK-74; Hanoi’s Hit List; 
Recruiting Scams; SOF Convention Report. 

No. 41—MARCH ’81: Morocco’s Murderous 
Marauders; Cold Weather Operations; Escape & 
Evade from Angola. 

No. 42—APRIL ’81: Afghanistan’s Winter War; SAS 
at War in Malaya; Betrayal in North Korea. 

No. 43—MAY ’81: Sex & Psywar; Marine Recon; 
SOF Staffer Inside Afghanistan. 

No. 44—JUNE ’81: SOG Special; POWs/MIAs in SE 
Asia; The Punch for the Crunch. 

No. 45—JULY ’81: Making War Movies; Angola: 
The War The World Forgot, Part 1; Vietnam Ex- 
perience. 

No. 46—AUG. ’81: Angola, Part 2; Uister Defense 
Regiment; Marine Recon. 

No. 47—SEPT. 81: SOF Tests the Uzi; A Day With 
Nicaragua's Jackals; Red Trail in Africa. 

No. 48—OCT. ’81: South Africa’s Boys in the Bush; 
USMC Gears Up for the Future; U.S. Army Ranger 
School. 

No. 49—NOV. ’81: The War in El Salvador; Our Man 
in Beirut; IPSC Nationals. 

No. 50—DEC. ’81: ‘Rebel’ in Rhodesia; French 
Foreign Legion; Nightmares from 'Nam. 

No. 51—JAN. 82: Laos — The War That Never 
Ended; Springbok Raid Grabs Russians; Leather- 
wood SMG. 

No. 52—FEB. ’82: Thailand’s Battle Road; 1981 
SOF Convention; Killing for Mother Russia; 
USSR’s Awesome AGS-17. 
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No. 53—MARCH ’82: Seychelles Merc Fiasco; 
H&K G-11 Caseless Gun; 1981 SOF Shoot; SOF In- 
terviews Israel Galili. 

No. 54—APRIL ’82: Rough & Ready Army Rangers; 
Capt. Dring’s Private Navy; Vinnell’s Saudi Arabian 
National Guard. 

No. 55—MAY ’82: Battles Beyond Angola’s Border; 
Leatherwood’s State-of-the-Art Scope; Air Assault 
into LZ Hell. 

No. 56—JUNE ’82: FN FAL; Alexander Solzhenit- 
syn Speaks Out; SOF Uncovers Sidearm Snafu. 
No. 57—JULY ’82: Make Mine M14; Soviet Sur- 
rogates at -U.S. Army National Training Center; 
USAF Spectre. 

No. 58—AUG. ’82: American Merc in Lebanon; 
M249 SAW; SOG in Cambodia. 

No. 59—SEPT. ’82: CETME MG82; Southern Philip- 
pines’ Shadow War; Spanish Foreign Legion. 

No. 60—OCT. °82: Death on Africa’s Skeleton 
Coast; Ballots and Bullets in El Salvador; SOF’s 
Thai Balloon Jump. 

No. 61—NOV. ’82: SOF Inside Afghanistan; M16 
and Military Marketeering. 

No. 62—DEC. ’82: Global Warfare Special — SBS 
and SAS in'the Falklands; Lebanon; Afghanistan. 
No. 63—JAN. ’83: War in South West Africa; Life 
and Times of Hilaire du Berrier; Taiwan’s Tunnel 
Vision. 

No. 64—FEB. ’83: SOF Fires AGS-17; Gringo in El 
Salvador’s Bush; Britain’s Gurkhas. 

No. 65—MARCH ’83: Peru’s Weird Warriors; SOF 
Convention ’82; Viet Vet Salute. 

No. 66—APRIL ’83: Bloody la Drang; SOF and the 
KGB; China’s American Hero; SOF Three-gun 
Match. 

No. 67—-MAY ’83: AKS-74; SOF Looks at LRRPs; 
CIA’s Korean Caper. 

*Available only in reprint edition. 
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This Knife May 
Save Your life! 


LIFEKNIFE. 


A COMPLETE 
SURVIVAL 


THE F1-A2™ MINI-14 


The F1-A2™ Mini-14 Folding Stock is the only folder on the 
market that is made to military specifications. It’s glass filament, 
structural nylon stock body is impervious to impacts, chemicals and 
temperature extremes from-220°F to +530°F. The locking mechanism 
and all other metal parts are 4140 carbon steel, heat- treated to 
28+R -with an absolutely tight lock-up. Length of pull is 14%", and 
castoff and drop rate are engineered to give the Fi-A2 the 
point-ability and feel of a finely made custom stock. Blue finish, 
$114.95, Stainless finish, $124.95. Please include $4.00 for shipping 
in the continental U.S. (The F1-A2 fits 181-183 series and can be 
adapted to 180 series.) 


Mini-14 Ventilated Plastic Handguard Genuine Ruger 
AC556K military handguard with metal liners, $13.50 + $1.00 
postage. 


Mini-14 Flash Hider/Bayonet Lug/Sight Assembly for the 
Mini-14. This unit is identical in appearance to the M-14 front sight 
assembly, takes the M-1 4 bayonet, andis machined from 4140 steel. 
It fits standard length or shortened barrels and can be pinned or silver 
soldered on. The BIG NEWS is that this flash hider reduces muzzle 
flash by 99% and functions as a partial muzzle brake. Blue finish, 


~ $34.95. ppd, Stainless, $39.95 ppd. 


Send For Our New Catalog! Send $5.00 (refundable 
with order) for our new catalog of combat weaponry 
and related accessories. 


411 Main Street/Jefferson, South Dakota 57038/605-966-5382 Dept. XN 


501-882-5664 


Watertight 
hollow han- 


die contains the 

four essentials for 
survival: a 20” wire 
saw for shelter buil- 
ding; matches for fire 
making; hooks, line 
needles and snare wire for 
food gathering, and is sealed 

by a liquid-filled luminous compass 
for direction finding. OR add what 
you want! 6’ stainless steel blade 
(RH57); 412” aluminum alloy. handle; 
weighs nine oz.; with leather sheath. 


Send $39.95 plus $3.00 Shipping & Handling 
é to: 
LIFEKNIFE, INC. 
Box 771 Dept. SF6 
Santa Monica, CA 90406 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Calif. res. add 672% 
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GUARD DOG 


DROTTWEILER OM DOBERMAN CO GERMAN SHEPHERD 
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T-SHIRTS 
$7.95 


had R 


(PROTECTICUS MAXIMUS) 
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BLACK ON TAN 
or 
WHITE ON NAVY 


4 BUMPERSTICKERS 
$1990 Postage & Handing $150 
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Continued from page 6 


whom we knew as ‘‘Victor’’ had worked. 
The awner confirmed that ‘‘Victor’’ was 
‘‘Bobby”’ and that the name used in the 
story, Nguyen van Nguyen (which I'd 
assumed was something like John 
McJohn and dismissed as editorial 
license), was correct. 

When Victor-Bobby started working in 
the restaurant, he impressed: those who 
knew him with his cheerfulness, energy 
and hard work (10-12 hours per day). He 
was even studying to be an electrician in 
his ‘‘free time.’’ He managed to get his 
nho (little wife) and son out of Vietnam 
with him, and their sponsors had resettled 
them in Southampton on the east end of 
Long Island. 

Things looked rosy for Victor, but I 
guess that a normal American life in a 
semirural setting was too tame for him. 
One day he disappeared, and most of us 
presumed that his wild hair (he did enjoy 
an afterwork drink on occasion) had 
gotten the best of him. When he showed 
back up several months later, no one be- 
lieved his tales about training guerrillas 
or counterguerrillas in Nicaragua. Shortly 
thereafter, Victor took off once more, 
and was never again heard from. 

At least now, some people believe his 
Nicaraguan tales. 

Victor’s wife has remarried, surpris- 
ingly to another refugee from com- 
munism — from Europe this time. They 
have two children — Victor’s son and 
one of their own — and are living the life 
that Victor rejected. 

My friend, the restaurant owner, took 
the copy of SOF over to Victor’s wife’s 
new husband, assuming rightly that this 
was the place to complete the story. 
Victor’s wife had thought that she had 
been abandoned by a heartless bum. I 
don’t know what her husband did with 
the article, but knowing him, I’m confi- 
dent that someday, when he is old enough 
to understand its importance, ‘‘Bobby’s”’ 
son will learn the full story of his real 
father, thanks in part to SOF. It’s a lot 
better than thinking he was an irrespons- 
ible bum. 

In this sense at least, maybe Buddha 
has blessed Bobby. 

F.X. Egan 
Woodbridge, Virginia 


NOTHER 
k REMEMBRANCE... 
Sirs: 
I read with interest the letter in your 
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March ’83 FLAK column from SFC 
Leigh F. Wade concerning ‘‘Bobby”’ 
Nguyen. 

I was a Sergeant E-5 with CCN at 
Marble Mountain and later with B-52 
Project Delta out of Nha Trang. I knew 
Bobby, and was at the base camp at 
Camp Eagle when he accidently shot his 
toe off. Bobby was a comical young man, 
but deadly serious in the field. I would 
have trusted him in any combat situation. 

I remember that he always wanted to 
leave Vietnam and come to the United 
States. He said that he felt more at home 
with Americans than with Vietnamese. 

I gather from the letter that Bobby is 
dead. The last time I heard the news of an 
old friend’s death was in 1976 when I 
learned of George Bacon’s death in An- 
gola. I picked up the book Merc: Ameri- 
can Soldiers of Fortune (by Jay Mallin 
and SOF Editor-Publisher Robert K. 
Brown) in the Anchorage airport and read 
the news of his death. 

I was in Bacon’s phase II class at Ft. 
Bragg and spent part of the night with 
him in a foxhole at CCN in Da Nang on 
23 August 1968 when that camp was 
badly hit by Viet Cong and NVA. 

Some of my war memories are bad, but 
I'll never forget the men with whom I 
Served — men like Bobby and George 
Bacon. They'll always be close in my 
thoughts. 

Terrance W. Pardee 
Haines, Alaska 


ELECARTRIDGE | 
ECHNOLOGY ... 
Sirs: 

Your article on ‘‘Silent Shells,”’ 
SOF, February ’83, brings back many 
memories of AAI and associated Tele- 
cartridge projects. In those days I was 
associated with the Biological Warfare 
Laboratories at Fort Detrick, Mary- 
land. My work was research and devel- 
opment on biological munitions. 

We had several contracts with AAI, 
including a number of projects using 
Telecartridge technology. This work oc- 
curred between 1962 and 1968, preced- 
ing the Navy project you described. 
Because of our research use of the Tele- 
cartridge, most of the units’ problems 
had been anticipated or discovered, 
facilitating the Navy’s project. 

I have in my possession five ex- 
amples of Telecartridge construction, 
including one identical to your sample. 
I have no unfired rounds. Your sketch 
is essentially correct, except my shell 
does not have the holes in the outside 
shell as shown in your drawing. 

Several other projects utilized Tele- 
cartridge technology, but these are 
possibly still classified. If Mr. Winn 
Barr and Robert Schnepfe could be 
contacted at AAI, you could get the 
whole story. 

Gerald C. Yonetz 
Frederick, Maryland. 
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COMBAT GLASSES 


UNDER DEVELOPMENT FOR 5 YRS. 
RECOMMENDED BY BRIG. GEN. JAMES CULVER 
FOR USE 
BY THE UNITED STATES ARMY 


* Durable nyion 


$9455 © Fit comfortably under 
ppd gas and scuba mask 
® Accepts prescription 
Order From: lenses. 


Combat Glasses . 
Dept. F-6 1710S. Hillside MasterCard & Visa 


ae 1-316-684-2362 
Wichita, KS 67211 ORDER TODAY! 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


See + 
! 


| COUNTERFEIT GUNS 


| FULL-SIZE PRECISION METAL REPLICA MODELS® | 
These working metal models of classic firearms look, feel, weigh | 
and handle like the originals and consist of over 30 blued, 
machined-metal, hand-assembled parts, You can spin the I 
cylinders, work the slide actions, release the clips and “‘field- 
strip" these models. CANNOT GHAMBER OF FIRE REALAMMO. | 
MONEY BACK { 
IF YOU'RE NOT J 
SATISFIED 


Loth: 35” 
I Wt: 9.5 tbs. 


! THOMPSON 

| MODEL 1921 

| As used by FBI & US over 
combat troops in WWII. 59 Parts 
CO1S-81-700 $175 (5.00) 


DELIVERY CHARGE IN PARENTHESIS  OELIVERED FULLY ASSEMBLED 


| GOVERNMENT 45 ¢ 
I Standard sidearm of G's ™@ 
and combat troops, 
| Loth: 8.5" Wt: 2.5 ibs, 
j 001U-81-300 $50(2.75) Over 
\ DELIVERY CHARGE IN PARENTHESIS 30 Parts * 
SEND FOR FREE CATALOG OF OVER 50 
I CLASSIC FIREARM MODELS AND 100’s \ 
| OF MILITARY COLLECTIBLES-SOUVENIRS \ : 
! The COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY, Inc., Dept. SO 
BOX 1061,800 SLATERS LANE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313 
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@ 
American Made e Olive Drab Color 


Multi-Color Designs of Your Choice 
Available in 


mace =6(NLY 


Stes 


{Includes Postage 
& Handling) 


TO ORDER: Fill in all information, clip coupon, enclose check 
or money order and mail to RUS SHIRTS, 6 Karan Court, 
Scotch Plains, NJ'07076. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
aed 


Sub Total 


‘Other Designs Availabia. 
Free Catalog with Order. 


—) Check Enclosed — Cash 


Oo Money Order 
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MilArm Co Ltd 


10922 - 97 St., Edmonton, Alberta 
Canada TSH 2M5 


Paladin, Desert, DBI, Choate 
Assault Systems, Feather, Valor, 
S & K, B-Square, B.M.F., Falcon, 
Mac 10 & 11, Combat Equipment 
Sales, H & K, Colt, Ruger, FN, 


Survival Food, Nordac, Mountain 
House Foods, Anite, Armament 
Systems, Gerber, Commando Ams, 
Brigade Quartermaster, Defence 
Technology, Leatherwood Charley's 
Militaria, Wooley Brothers, Navy 
Arms, Lone Star Ordnance, Perry’s 
Ammo sling. Plus Collector Arms 
Large Illustrated Catalogue $3.00 


Mail Order Only 


For convenience, calls accepted 
6 P.M.-9 P.M. Tues. & Thurs., 
10 A.M, -5 P.M. Sat. 

Ph. (403) 424-5281 


‘THE WORLD’S 
LARGEST AND 
BEST COURSE” 


2 WEN - WOMEN Wa ef 
LEARN FROM THE Jie 2 1 
EXPERTS FREE © DETECTIVE 
KIT WITH COURSE 


® Tranathome, tor an eaciting career as a Detective 
or Secunty Consultant No previcus expenence needed 
No ather training program equals the Global course 
Learn every investigative techmaue you will need to get 
that first job, Employment Assistance @ Diploma e 
Equipment @ Mail this coupon for FREE FACTS: 
No obligation. No salesman. 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 


rd]: 
Z GLOBAL BOX191 HANOVER MA02339 


‘ 


The famous C.I.A. 
“‘Get out of jail free’’ card 


An exact reprint of the C.1L.A. Covert Opera- 
tions 1D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Stydies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

** , .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 


unusual personal weapons, pass into res- 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of ail 
types...” 

“If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. . . printed in three colors! 


SOLD AS A WAR 
RELIC ONLY! 


Devil’s Brigade 
Box 392 
Mt. Ida, Arkansas 71957 


$5.00 


guaranteed! 
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PISTOL & RIFLE CLIPS *“rasricaten 


- AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY - 
—e Featuring standard and extended sizes for new and 
obsolete models - "Hard to Find” 
SPORTING * SURVIVAL * MILITARY 


Remington, Winchester, Ruger, British, H & K, Browning 


Explorer, Marlin, and many more! 
ASK FOR OUR EXTENSIVE CLIP LINE 


For answer to your questions, a-self-addresed stamped envelope is requested. 
For UP-DATED production price list, include 3 bucks to cover our expenses. 
Will ignore inquiries without cover cost. For foreign mail price is $4.00 


D & E MAGAZINES MFG. 
P. O. BOX 4876 "B" SYLMAR, CA 91342-0876 U.S.A. 


Magnificent Brass 
Paperweight 


lus 

$g5 50¢ handling 
Aluminum paperweight $4.65 plus 50¢ 
handling. For novelty paperweight 
use only. Not intended for any other 
use. Send check or M.O. to 

B K’S 

Box 10456, Jacksonville, FL 32207 


NEVER MIND 
THE DOG 


IBEWARE 
OF OWNER 
Durable-Use Indoor or Outdoor 
PLASTIC SIGN 10''x18" BLACK & RED 
LETTERS, BORDER, & GUN RAISED 


$7 9 plus $2.00 for postage and handling 
e Allow 2-4 weeks for Delivery 


J.D.C. dept. sr 
P.O. Box 513 
Valley Stream, N.Y. 11582 


TLS GLALMIO 


US VOUGE!Y 


It works! It’s super silent, 


invisible, comfortable, versatile, 
and tough. Try it! In fact, try 

to wreck it! For free test results 
and complete product information 


write or call today 


CAMO SYSTEM 
CALL TOLL FREE 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


1-800-328-5900 


in MN 507-454-4381 


winona tee 


sportswear INVITED 
inc 


See your local dealer or mail this coupon 


Address 
City 


State 
Winona Sportswear, Inc. Dept. 268 
904 East Second Street 

Winona, MN 55987 
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COUNCIL 


Unfortunately, much of Telecartridge 
technology seems to be classified. SOF 
talked to the Navy and to Robert 
Schnepfe and got very little information. 
Though the Navy and Mr. Schnepfe were 
interested in our questions and very af- 
fable, they both informed us that direct 
discussion with the designers on either 
the Silent Shotgun Shell or the Telecar- 
tridge violated AAI’s contract with the 
Navy. 

The ‘‘holes’’ you mention in the shell 
casing are not holes at all, but a graphic 
device selected by SOF’s art director to 
differentiate the shell’s separate parts. — 
The Eds. 


READ 
HEADS... 
Sirs: 

The men of the 1-73d Armor at Fort 
Irwin, Calif., would like to thank SOF 
for the Blue Force article (‘‘Blue Force 
Blast,’’ SOF, December 782). It really 
captured the way we train — no frills, no 
bullshit, but fun and challenging for each 
and every troop. 

Only a pro like Pete Kokalis could put 
into words what this battalion does in 
training for both the OPFOR (Opposing 
Forces), and American missions. 

We spend more time in the field fight- 
ing than any other four battalions in the 
Army. So if anyone wants to take Pete up 
on his offer to join this outfit, then they’d 
better be ready to do their job like it 
should be done — with long, hard and 
continuous work. You'll be part of a 
motorized rifle regimental attack, rolling 
across ditches and American defenses 
(both the good and the bad), and trying 
your damndest to kill every American in 
sight (with MILES of course). Some- 
times winning, sometimes losing (more 
of the former than the latter), you’ll get a 
professional high like you have never ex- 
perienced. Oh, what a feeling: to be part 
of 150 attacking tanks and PCs. It’s a 
feeling that scares the hell out of you, but 
keeps you coming back for more! 

(Sound familiar?) 

During his visit here, Pete was not too 
bad at the NCO Club. We only killed 
2,000 or 3,000 VC, but after the 2nd PLF 
in formation, we had to put our flak 
jackets on. 

Oh, by the way, in Korea, the M48A5s 
mount the M240 machine gun now. We 
look forward to SOF and Pete’s return to 
the National Training Center. 

SFC Rick Wagner 
HHC, Ist Bn, 73d Armor 
Fort Irwin, California ® 
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BULLETIN 


BOARD I" BOOT 
wre KNIFE 
ONLY 
Continued from page 17 gil i 
Add $1.05 Hndil. 
U.S. Nationals; the IPSC World Model 
Championships and the Soldier of K-99-A 
Fortune Annual Three-Gun Match. Double edge 440 stainless 
Complete details concerning the Sac ps SO 
Bianchi Practical Shooting Support sheath with quick release 
Program are available from Bianchi snap and metal boot/belt 
Gunleather, Attn: Competition Dept., Eerena <rtue nd 
Dept. SOF, 100 Caile Cortez, Tem- WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-6-SF 
ecula, CA 92390. 373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


ERC WORK 
IN SOUTH AFRICA... 

Soldier of Fortune has been in- 
formed that the South African De- 
fense Forces are still accepting for- 
eign volunteers on a very limited 
scale, contrary to an earlier report that 
foreign enlistments had been halted 
altogether (see Bulletin Board, SOF, 
December, ’82). 

All foreign personnel, currently 
about 28, are in 32 Battalion, a 
crackerjack infantry unit with an area 
of operation (AO) extending into An- 
gola (see “Battles Beyond Angola's 
Border,” SOF, May ’82). Only three 
foreigners are still in 44 Parachute 
Brigade, which SWAPO propaganda 
portrayed as a mercenary-dominated, 
racist, blood-thirsty unit. 

No foreigner will be accepted into BANISH UNCERTAINTY 


the SADF unless he has a Permanent with the 


Residence Permit, which requires that ‘ 

the applicant be gainfully employed. _ag NWS RAD wie 
And the SADF is no longer helping Se RADIATION METER 

volunteers obtain these permits, as it 


once did. A tourist visa will still get you 


®@ Simple to use S . 
into South Africa, and ranch and mine © Reliable only 149.95 


Light, easy handling carbine 
with intimidating appearance 
Uses safer short range ammo 

Fun plinker, too. Over 50,000 sold 


hla 46 


45 CAL SEM!-AUTOMATIC CARBINE 
a 


i 
,CAiInc.§ ; 

Free ™ P.O. Box 10214-SF 
Brochure Knoxville, TN 37919 i 


FIREWORKS 


Where to buy firecrackers for 
$3.50 a brick, rockets $2.20 a 
gross, M-80's, blockbusters, 
and giant class B aerial 
displays. Complete directory 
of mail order suppliers listing 
hundreds of fireworks $3.50. 


PYROTECHNICS 
Box 230W RFD #1 
Mystic, CT 06355 


security work is reported available for * Low Cost comparable value $500 
qualified applicants. cet THE NWS RAD Ill—a military-scientific gr 

However, the SADF is interested ase ekeer aati ek 3) oe 
only in people with military experi- oe Designed for reliability and durability. Meets all quality 
ence, and preferably some special- ‘ et control standards of DCAS MIL Q985a, MIL-E-1 and 3o" 
ized skills. Merc work may still be 3 Teme ner nates * appendix B of 10CFRSO. Designed for the survival- ,¢ 
available there, but South Africa is no ; or >  istand use in civil preparedness shelters. " 
mercenary’s mecca. — ® Lighted Digital Display ® Highly Shock Resistant 7” 

© Error-Free Use © Turns Off Automatically ‘ 
¢@ Full Dose Range 
a OE ea netinits DETECT DEADLY GAMMA RAys! 
a nae 1 - | | 

Spit polishing may be a thing of the PROTECT AGAINST FALL-OUT: 
past for American Gis. The Army, in With a NWS RAD Ill you’ll know: 
its latest attempt to replace the tradi- A vA parts of the shelter give best protection 
; \ . en it's safe to leave 
tional black shiny boot, has come up | How long you can stay outside 
with specifications for a dull-brown re- . When you must return 
placement that is rumored to resem- . When it's safe to stay out 
ble a Hush Puppy. JER Ey . 

A “walk-off” is now being held to The NWS RAD Illis guaranteed, 
test 400 pairs of boots at Ft. Benning, against all defects for five full _»“ eS, » 
Ga., 100 at Aberdeen Proving } years—no questions Oe 
Ground, Md., and 200 at Twenty Nine asked. Ze 


? 


Palms Marine Base, Calif. A previous 
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walk-off failed to produce a winner 


< when .all the prototypes self- 

FGS SURPLUS SN destructed during the test. 
GENUINE G.I. ‘ The boot the Army is shopping for 
will bear little resemblance to the 


AND traditional Army boot. It must: be 

COMMERCIAL brown (less visible through infrared 

lenses) smooth leather; lace, but have 

CAMPING AND SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT no eyelets; weigh less than 38 ounces 


per pair; be flame and water resistant; 

cost less than $60 per pair and be 
= available by 1985. 

SEND $2.00 FOR CATALOG 1 


REFUNDED WITH FIRST ORDER LTRA LOW 


P.O. BOX 1599, HARVEY, IL 60426 Glad PARACHUTING... 
By CEA Koenig and Associates Aero 


Systems Research firm has just intro- 
duced a revolutionary new Ultra Low 
Level Parachute System, which per- 
mits live jumps to be made from 250 
feet with a turn rate of four seconds for 
180 degrees and an elapsed jump 


time of 17 seconds from an aircraft 
R traveling 130 knots. 

This is a breakthrough in parachute 
design which will provide more certain 
opening and insertion of jumpers well 
Re S O F Re below enemy radar capability, thereby 
greatly enhancing survival in a hostile 

environment. 


All jumps have resulted in stand-up 
landings for jumpers weighing 170- 
180 pounds. 


The inventor of the system and 
president of Koenig and Associates, 
Christian Koenig, is a retired Vietnam 
vet, Master parachutist and winner of 


EOF OR OE Sb ok EE SEE ES SEE Oh ob OR oe EE OF OE GE See ee ESE I Ee EY the Legion of Merit. For more informa- 
. ; tion contact Koenig and Associates, 
gemini Dept. SOF, 1845 Tara Drive, Pratt- 

(a ' ville, AL 36067. 
nightstalker 
Black Combat Fatigues . ff ANDINISTAN 

" ATROCITIES... 


In an exclusive interview with Time 
magazine, Roberto Guillen, former 
deputy chief of military coun- 
terintelligence for the Sandinistan De- 
fense Ministry, gave lurid details of 
, : ’ Sandinistan brutality against the Nica- 

oat—4 pocket, made to military specs, fabric similar to | ‘ 2 
Woodland in texture, SM-XL...$26.50 raguan people which he observed be 
Saree | pocket style, 50-50 blend, bie Raias noc tat on leg, fore he defected in August 1982. Most 
made to mil. specs., pull tab at waist and drawstring for blous- . A arte 
ing, Sm-XL, a and long lengths...$26.50 shocking was the systematic killing of 
Utility Cap—Baseball style, black sailcloth, wireinforced front the Miskito Indians, who occupy 
and mesh back, one size fits all...$4.50 
SWAT cap=Solid black cotton, similar to SWAT caps, adj. tab, eye Zelaya. 
one size fits all...$5.00 uillen was assigned to Zelaya 
NIGHTSTALKER ASSAULT LOAD: A ; 

Suspenders, black LG-1 Birleneit se i Norte in April 1982 after he returned 
Equipment Belt, Black nylon LC-1 type...$9.50 j i i 
Conriaaniint Ald Pouch, Black nylon LC-1 style...$3.00 from counterintelligence school in 
Hip Holster, Nice, Black padded nylon with current belt hooks, Cuba. Soon, he began to discover the 
snap closure, tie-down string, .45 Auto and similar sized “barbarities being committed against 
weapon...$16.50 hafee *s - 
Magazine Pouch, Black nyton Web, holds two .45 mags., velcro the Miskitos.” By reading defense re- 
closure...$9.50 
Magazine Pouch, Black nylon w/snap closure, specify: M16-30, ports, he learned of planned assaults 
M16-40, or .308...$7.50 against the Indians, which were later 
described by government spokesmen 
as defensive actions against Hon- 
duran counterrevolutionaries. 
Guillen related one incident which 
he participated in during June 1982. 
The fire fight between government 
troops and Miskitos — although later 


$50 a call 
7 ib 


~ 


Canteen wiCover, Black Plastic Spec. Forces issue canteen, 
wi/LG-1 style black, nylon padded cover...$8.50. 
Assault Load Complete...$58.50 


Al) items post paid. Prices and availability of merch. subject to change without notice. 
Please include $2.00 handling fee on orders under $25.00. Send check, money order, oF 
VISA/Mas. Chg. number to: 
GEMINI INDUSTRIES 
Box 20064-F 
Oklahoma City, OK 73156 


Send $5.00 for complete military surplus catalog. 


ke OR ea OF OR OR ee 
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Ce  §©6<Continued on page 90 
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SOF 
CONVENTION 
HIGHLIGHTS 


@e SOF THREE GUN INTERNATIONAL COMBAT 
SHOOTING MATCH to determine the world’s best com- 
bat shooter. 


@ RHODESIAN JUMP & AIR ASSAULT SCHOOL with 
simulated operational Fire Force Airborne Assault. 


@ MILITARY ARMS & COLLECTOR’S EXHIBITION 
featuring one of the largest collections of military, police, 
survival, scuba, knives and parachute equipment and 
surplus and insignias in U.S.A. 


@ APOCALYPSE NOW FIREPOWER DEMONSTRATION 
by ‘‘Machine Gun” Pete Kokalis & ‘Dynamite’ Major 
John Donovan. 


@ PROFESSIONAL SEMINARS on contemporary military 
and political affairs: 

MAN AGAINST TANK 

VIETNAM SPECIAL OPS 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

SOVIET TO&E 

MIA/POWs 

AFGHANISTAN 

LEBANON — and much more! 


1983 SOF CONVENTION PRE-REGISTRATION FORM* 
MAIL TO: CONVENTION DIRECTOR, P.O. BOX 693, BOULDER, CO 80306 


FIND MY CONVENTIONEER CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ($100 per person). $ 
(List each Conventioneer’s name, address & telephone number) 


PLEASE SEND COMPETITIVE SHOOTER APPLICATION. 

(GUN SHOW EXHIBITORS SEE FORM ON NEXT PAGE.) 
Name Address 
City a ee = ee ee eed 0 tes SO ee Se® Slate Zip Code 
Telephone 


*Pre-Registration form must be postmarked NLT 25 September 1983. 
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SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


Cd SAVARAYE 


Vegas 
Hotel and Casino 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE is happy to announce that our 1983 CONVENTION will be held at the beautiful Sahara Hotel 
& Casino, Las Vegas, Nevada, 6-9 October 1983. Convention information is as follows: 


CONVENTION SCHEDULE 


UNE CUT WE aos ¢ ge Gen go 0 06 5 Ogbt co On Be EE 6 Ge ene renee cee 5-7 October 
SOM Mar Sree ball MM Suceeevere asersees cede e. Meicrorsitie es easusvauslciersie so viecsaceviete es a oe 6-9 October 
MilltanvAArmiseaGollactonSiSnow amenities. ce ©. cle elec a ca ec tiia se tales 7-9 October 
Rhodesian Jump & Air AsSault SChool......... 0. c cc cece cere ene ees 6-7 October 
RitG6 DOWeMDOMONStrat Oli a restr leis liicteiete.  csliveis o.s.ciscso.sie'e ie ee accuse as.8 8 October 
PAWALUSIGELOMOllNiee cstcisrs state aietttercictiere es Mews oinieinjcc cttr rece wey sus geke caters 8 October 


Rooms are available at $38 per room single or double occupancy at the HQ Hotel; the 
Sahara Hotel & Casino reservation line is 1 (800) 634-6666. Identify yourself as an SOF con- 


ventioneer. 

Any additional convention questions or requests should be directed to: 
Convention Director : Nadine Rick 
P.O. Box 693 or Convention Assistant 
Boulder, CO 80306 (303) 449-3750 


Anyone wishing travel and group airfare information to convention can contact: 
A&B World Wide Travel 
1021 Pearl Street 
Boulder, CO 80302 
(303) 443-6800 
State that you are attending the SOF Convention. 


THREE GUN MATCH: The world-famous Three Gun International Combat Shooting Match will be held at the 
Desert Sportsman Rifle & Pistol Club, 5-7 October. Entrance is by invitation only and competitors must write for ap- 
plication. This year 150 shooters will compete for $50,000 in cash and prizes. Cash prizes will be given for 1st through 
15th place; gifts will reward 16th through 25th place finishers (based on overall score). Minor prizes include cash 
awards for top-score Police, Military, Middle Man and First Time SOF Shooter. Cash awards and prizes for top five 
places in individual rifle, pistol and shotgun competition will also be given. Shooters entry fee is $160, which also will 
include free entrance to all convention activities. All shooters wishing to bring a guest to the range must purchase a 
Range & Awards Ceremony Guest pass for $35. Passes are limited to ONE per shooter and must be purchased in ad- 
vance since they will not be on sale at the Convention nor to the public. Transportation to the range will be provided for 
all conventioneers, shooters and guest. Shooters registration begins at 1200 hrs., Tuesday, 4 October in the Sahara 
Hotel Space Center Lobby. 


CONVENTIONEERS: Pre-registration fee is $100. This provides free admission to all activities and events, and in- 
cludes one Awards Ceremony ticket. All convention activities, with the exception of the Military Arms Collector’s 
Show, are closed to the public. Pre-registration forms must be postmarked no /ater than 25 September 1983. You may 
pick up your convention schedule and badge anytime between 1200 hrs. 4 October and 1400 hrs. 8 October 1983 at the 
Sahara Hotel Space Center. Requests for refunds must also be postmarked NLT 25 September 1983. ALL CONVEN- 
TIONEERS MUST PRE-REGISTER. 


PARACHUTE JUMP SCHOOL: This year the Albuquerque Parachute Center will host the Parachute Jump 
School, 6th and 7th October 1983. Captain John Early, formerly Officer Commanding of the Selous Scouts Airborne 
Strike Force and Chief HALO Instructor for the Rhodesian Security Forces, will be heading the airborne operations 
along with many former instructors of the Rhodesian Para School. Upon completion of the first jump course, jumpers 
will be dispatched on a simulated operational fire force airborne assault. The first jump course will be $120 per person. 
Cost for experienced jumpers will be $50. A// jumpers must pre-register as a Conventioneer. Experienced jumpers 
must have a copy of current military orders placing them on jump status or a current log book showing that they have 
jumped within the past 90 days. Experienced jumpers are encouraged to bring their own gear for free-fall mass jumps. 
Interested persons must send their jump fee to: Albuquerque Parachute Center, 2326 Don Felipe S.W., Albuquerque, 
New Mexico 87105; Conventioneer fees should be sent to: SOF Convention, Inc., P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 
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THE SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE FOURTH ANNUAL 
MILITARY ARMS & 
COLLECTOR’S SHOW 


ONE OF THE LARGEST EXHIBITIONS OF 
PARAMILITARY WEAPONS IN U.S.A. 


EXHIBITORS SET-UP — THURSDAY, 6 OCTOBER 1000-1800 HRS. 
OPEN TO PUBLIC — FRIDAY, 7 OCTOBER THRU SUNDAY, 9 OCTOBER 1000-2000 HRS. 


The SOF Fourth Annual Military Arms & Collector’s Show is being held in conjunction with the SOF Convention and 
Three Gun International Combat Shooting Match. 


Table rates are $75 per 6-foot tabie. Booth rates are $150 per 8x10-foot booth with 8-foot-high back-drape, 3-foot- 
high side rails and company identification sign. Exhibitors Service Kits will be sent to all booth buyers. 


Room reservations may be made by calling the Sahara Hotel reservation line at 1 (800) 634-6666. Identify yourself 
as a Soldier of Fortune Convention Exhibitor. Room rates are $38 per single or double room. 


Last year’s SOF show featured 313 tables and booths. We will certainly exceed that in 1983. We urge you to reserve 
now. SEE YOU THERE! 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MILITARY ARMS & COLLECTOR’S SHOW 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 449-3750 


ALL TABLES WILL CONTAIN ONLY MILITARY ARMS, SURVIVAL GEAR, KNIVES, MILITARY SURPLUS & 
COLLECTIBLES, OR RELATED ITEMS. 


1 agree to abide by federal and state laws and the rules set by SOF Convention, Inc. 
l understand that | am responsible for all tables in my name and | do not hold SOF Convention, inc. responsible for my 
property. 


Signature Date 
Iwishtoreserve_____ 6 -ft. tables at $75 ea. $ 
Iwishtoreserve sss CB 10-f 8. booths at $150 ea. § 


CU i ll a i ee ee 


COMPANY 


ADDRESS 


Rak eh i IAT Zip 


I would like the foliowing In my company to receive exhibitors badges: 


Description of items: 
RESERVATIONS AND REFUND REQUESTS NOT ACCEPTED UNLESS POSTMARKED NLT 25 SEPTEMBER 1983! 
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“FOR THOSE WHO'VE PAID THE PRICE” 


AUTO DECALS DRY MOUNT 
FULLY DETAILEO SELF-ADHESIVE 


SAY 


SN || Cee 
ZEN RSS 


U.S. MARINE - RECON 


| #1. U.S. MARINE RECON 5”x7” COLOR 


2. U.S. NAVY SEAL-UDT 

3. U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 

4. U.S, AIR FORCE PARARESCUE 

| SEND $4.00 cach PLUS $1.00 SHIPPING 
TO; 


ELITE FORCES SUPPLY COMPANY 
22 ORCHARD STREET 
NEWTON, N.J. 07860 


WALLET KNIFE O 
SENSATIONAL — NEW! 
World's Most Modern and 
Strongest Pocket Knife. 
Farged from solid 
440 stainless, 3” over- 
all. Complete with 
leather credit card 
case. 

Model K-474 


$12.50 Each 
Add $1.50 Hndi. 


‘ 
4 
' 
' 
fk 
[is 
' 
' 
' 
{ 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. W-6-SF 
373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


SPECIAL ON RARE LIMITED EDITION! 
NARYA 1944 by R. Landwehr, clothback, 184 
pes, 6”? x 9’, illust. many are previously un- 
published drawings, rare Ist ed. List price: 
$6.95 + $1 p&h. Special offer when mention- 
ing this ad: $5.95 post free, This is the first 
English-language account of the Narva battle 
in detail (Jan.-Sept. 1944) on the Eastern 
Front. This is the story of the European vol- 
unteers that fought at narva in the ranks of the 
Waffen-SS. Follow this titanic battle as the 
Waffen-SS battles the Red Army (out- 
numbered by 25 to 1! odds!) from Narva, 
Estonia, to the military collapse of Europe to 
the Communists. Send a stamped self- 
addressed (please type or print neatly) envelope 
for a free book list on the Third Reich & 
WWII. Bibliophile Legion Books, Inc., Box 
612, Silver Spring, Maryland 20901 


wr 
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BULLETIN “34 
BOARD | « 


Continued from page 86 


government reports said the troops 
were fighting former Somoza national 
guardsmen — resulted in 19 KIA and 
22 WIA for the government troops and 
no casualties for the Indians. Follow- 
ing the skirmish, more than 800 Mis- 
kitos were rounded up and arrested 

This action distressed Guillen, who 
had fought against Somoza for such 
injustices. The final straw came on 8 
August when he was asked by gov- 
ernment officials to plan and carry out 
the systematic executions of the 800 
Miskitos. Guillen was to make it ap- 
pear that the Indians had died in com- 
bat. Guillen said, “| practically went 
into a state of shock. They wanted me 
to provide soldiers to dig the graves, 
guards to control the Miskitos while 
they were being shot and trucks to 
transport them.” 

On 10 August, Guillen fled Nica- 
ragua for Costa Rica to join Eden 
Pastora Gomez, a former Sandinistan 
hero who defected in 1981. Together 
they wait in their Costa Rican hideout 
for a chance to rid Nicaragua of the 
Sandinistan horror. 


Support AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS \} 


J, 

4 SUPPORT 

wr THE BRAVE 

PEOPLE OF 

AFGHANISTAN \ 
IN THEIR FIGHT 

FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET 

AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 


All funds collected will be donated 
to pro-western Afghan resistance 
groups selected by the SOF staff. 
These funds will be used solely for 
the purchase of arms, ammunition 
and medical supplies as specified 
by the groups receiving assistance. 
No funds collected will be expend- 
ed for salaries or administration. 


Donations are NOT tax deductable. 
Send your donation to: 
Afghan Freedom Fighters’ Fund 
Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


17°422" poster of the above available. Send 
$3.95 to:Afghan Poster, Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine, Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


UBANS 

wf IN AFGHANISTAN? 

Mujahideen rebels report that 
Russian troops have Cubans and Bul- 
garians in combat positions in Af- 
ghanistan. In the northern capital of 
Mazar-i-Sharif, the army base is 
called the Qo’a-i-Bulgaria — the Bul- 
garian Force. And in Badakhshan 
province black-skinned or full- 
bearded bodies left behind in No- 
vember 1980 by the retreating Soviet 
forces are believed to be Cubans. 
Rumors of Soviet client-state pres- 
ence, including Vietnam and some 
Warsaw Pact nations, have also come 
from the Panjshir Valley northeast of 
Kabul, a rebel stronghold. 

Rebel sources claim that defectors 
from the Afghan Army have confirmed 
client-state participation. Former 
Afghan Air Force Col. Mohamed Sar- 
war Shinwari, who defected to Pak- 
istan last November from Kabul, was 
quoted as saying that Cuban, Viet- 
namese, Hungarian and Bulgarian 
forces were helping the Russians. 
The former deputy commander of the 
Khad (Kabul’s secret police), Lt. Gen. 
Ghulam Siddiq, reported seeing 
Czech and East German soldiers in 
Afghanistan, according to informed 
mujahideen spokesmen. 

Despite the numerous claims by 
rebels, there has been no hard 
evidence to prove that the Soviets are 
using client states. Yet, the persistent 
rumors from widely diverse regions in- 
dicate that such is likely. What is 
needed is a smoking Bulgarian. 

What is the mujahideen’s attitude 
toward the foreign soldiers? “It makes 
no difference to us if they’re Bulgar- 
ians, Russians, Cubans or whatever 
— they're invaders,” one rebel officer 
was quoted as saying recently in Asia- 
week magazine. 


“= REAT LEAP 
BACKWARD... 

The Russian AGS-17 is more 
deadly than we originally thought .. . 
to the operator, that is. 

SOF Military Small Arms Editor, 
Peter Kokalis, approached the Rus- 
sian grenade launcher with caution 
when he tested it in Darra Adam Khel, 
Pakistan, last year (see “Raiders af 
the Lost Grenade Launcher,” SOF, 
February ’83) because he distrusted 
the design. Western intelligence 
sources now say there was gaod rea- 
son for his anxiety: The Russian 
grenades are fused by an archaic set- 
back device that hasn’t been seen in 
Western weaponry far several de- 
cades. 

Most prapelled grenades and ar- 
tillery shells are fused by spin-arming, 
where the projectile is armed by cen- 
trifugally spinning elements that work 
like a combination lock, making it 
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nearly impossible to detonate the ex- 
plosive, except by shooting it a mini- 
mum distance from a rifled barrel. The 
simpler set-back mechanism arms the 
detonator at the first shock, whether it 
be from impact of propellant gasses or 
from being dropped accidentally. 

Firing a spin-armed grenade 
through an obstructed bore usually 
will result in a deformed barrel. Firing 
a set-back-armed projectile probably 
will turn the barrel into shrapnel. 


ANADIANS 

# CONFIRM SOVIET TOXINS. . . 

When Dr. Bruno Schiefer, a tri- 
chothecene specialist at the Univer- 
sity of Saskatchewan, went to South- 
east Asia last year as part of a 
Canadian scientific team to investi- 
gate charges of Soviet use of chemi- 
cal and biological gasses on villagers, 
he was skeptical. After visiting areas 
of Laos, Cambodia and Thailand that 
reported chemical gassings, Schiefer 
returned, a firm believer. 

Schiefer, who has studied tricho- 
thecene fungi for 10 years because of 
its effect on Canadian livestock, ob- 
served the same type of effects.on the 
villagers as on the cattle exposed to 
tricothecene: skin lesions, vomiting, 
convulsions, internal bleeding, blurred 
vision and a blocked immunity sys- 
tem. “All of these point to use of toxins 
produced by trichothecene fungi, 
which are common to the Soviet Un- 
ion,” says Schiefer. 

The chemicals being used to spray 
Southeast Asia do not occur naturally 
there, but they do resemble the cold- 
weather species found in the Soviet 
Union. 

The report of Schiefer and his other 
team members concluded that “yel- 
low rain” is being used in Southeast 
Asia, and based on this, Canada is 
urging the strengthening of the 1925 
Geneva protocols that outlaw chemi- 
cal and biological warfare. 

In an effort to better understand the 
effects of. Soviet-administered toxins, 
Schiefer has begun simulating the 
effects on mice in his laboratory. Still 
unknown are the residual byproducts; 
the length of time between exposure 
and illness; and how to determine 
conclusively that deaths resulted from 
toxin exposure rather than other 
causes. 


ONTINUE AID 
SW TO EL SALVADOR... 

The Heritage Foundation’s Latin 
American analyst, Richard Araujo, re- 
cently warned Congress that ending 
aid to E! Salvador “would jeopardize 
the notable progress that has already 
been made in the strife-torn country.” 

Only by maintaining aid to El Salva- 
dor, Araujo contended, can the United 
States have the leverage to bring 
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about the necessary reforms in that 
country. One of the main reforms 
being sought is an end to the human- 
rights violations that traditionally have 
plagued most Central American coun- 
tries. “While human rights violations 
continue in El Salvador,” Araujo ad- 
mitted, “they are decreasing; pro- 
gress, though slow, is being achieved 
in this critical sector.” 

Although the United States must 
continue to pressure for an end to 
these violations, cutting off aid now, 
after significant steps have been 
taken by the Salvadoran government, 
is not the answer. Araujo suggested to 
Congress the following actions to 
speed up El Salvador’s progress: 1) 
Encourage short-term loans from priv- 
ate institutions to revitalize industry 
and provide jobs; 2) Approve Car- 
ibbean Basin Initiative that would cre- 
ate markets for Salvadoran products, 
making El Salvador less economically 
dependent on the United States; 3) 
Support the Salvadoran government 
in the development of an effective 
judicial system, and agrarian and eco- 
nomic reform program; 4) Encourage 
the scheduled elections of 1984 so 
the Salvadorans themselves can 
judge the performance of the current 
government leaders and 6) Continue 
to assist in training government mil- 
itary forces, and to provide technical 
and advisory help because of the in- 
creasing guerrilla terrorist attacks on 
transportation and communication 
facilities. 

“As the most visible champion of 
democracy, the U.S. must recognize 
the steady progress of this Latin 
American neighbor and provide real 
support for the electoral process, the 
means by which ail Salvadorans can 
be allowed to choose their destiny,” 
the Heritage Foundation expert con- 
cluded. 


PECIAL FORCES 
“% EXPANDED... 

By the end of 1983, the U.S. Army 
will have nine Special Forces Groups 
(SFG) instead of the existing seven. 
This will give the United States a lar- 
ger and more effective non-conven- 
tional, counterguerrilla capability, par- 
ticularly in jungle settings such as El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras. ... 

The two new Special Forces units 
— the 1st Special Forces Group at Ft. 
Lewis, Wash. and the 3rd Bn-7th Pan- 
amanian SFG, which will be assumed 
by the soon-to-be-reactivated 8th 
SFG — will join the existing three ac- 
tive and four reserve SFGs. The ac- 
tive units are: the 5th and 7th SFGs at 
Ft. Bragg, N.C.; and the 10th SFGs at 
Ft. Lewis, Wash., and Bad Tolz, Ger- 
many. The National Guard and Re- 
serve components are: 11th and 12th 
SFGs (National Guard) and 19th and 
20th SFGs (Reserve). % 


PLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 


Se AT $350 (T'S THE MOST 
| EXPENSIVE FIGHTING 
KNIFE EVER MADE 


+ ®@ Designed in 1943 by OSS 
Col. Rex Applegate and Brit- 
> ish Capt. W. E. Fairbairn to be 
© the successor to the classic 

| Fairbairn-Sykes. 


8 @ Manufactured of 154cm 

+ © stainless stee} and Lexan 
handle by the famous Yancey 
Custom Knife Works of 
Colorado. 


FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE 


THE AP 


Pe 


Write tor complete intorma- 
tion on the history, manufac- 
_ ture, performance and critical 
acclaim of this exquisite knife: 
* WELLS CREEK KINFE 
AND GUN WORKS 
Rt. 1, Box 22B Dept. 3 
Scottsburg, OR 97473 


SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 


introduces products for defense 
and personal security 


— PERSONAL PROTECTION — 
e LASER WEAPONS ¢ SHOCKING/BURNING 
DEVICES * STUNNING/PARALYZING GUNS 
© ULTRASONIC DEVICES © OBJECT 
and AREA ELECTRIFICATION METHODS 


— HOME/PROPERTY SECURITY 
and PROTECTION — 

e SEE IN DARK DEVICES © LONG RANGE © SUPER 
SENSITIVE VOICE and TELEPHONE TRANSMITTERS 
¢ HOMING TRACKING DEVICES e AUTOMATIC 
TELEPHONE RECORDING AND LISTENING ¢ SUPER 
SENSITIVE MICROPHONES © PROPERTY 
PERIMETER GUARD PROTECTION 


send $1.00 for catalog of above plus 
hundreds more to: 
SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 
Dept. SOS, P. 0. Box 716, Amherst, NH 03031 


Learn POLICE SCIENCES 


& LAW ENFORCEMENT 


The LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE 
Written by Experts Based on Actual 
Police Academy Training Programs! 
If police work sounds exciting... if 
crime prevention, helping others, 
and making the world a betier place 
to live are important to you, send 
for free information about Police 
Sciences institute. The experts on 
our staff have trained hundreds of 
F})} men in resident police academies. 


“Experts Show You What to Do, How to 
Do it...Guide You Every Step of the Way! 


‘ Everything explained in easy-to-understand Ian- 
>\.¢ guage, complete with drawings, diagrams, charts 
P * and photos. You receive materials and instru- 
ments you need to actually learn by doing 
Mail coupon for as you follow simple instructions. You'll 
tree facts and learn everything from patrol procedures, 
survey showing | criminal investigation techniques -—~ finger- 
emp Yo yment prints, photography, gathering evidence 
success of ouf — to traffic control, accident investiga- 
graduates. tion, crowd control and making arrests. 


TRAINING 
NECESSARY! 


Crime Scene Photography. You receive 
camera, film, flash bulbs, batteries. Fin- 
gerprinting Field Kit includes powders, 
brushes. fingerprint strips, sensitizing 
fe to lifttatent fingerprints. Traffic Inves- 
igator's Fietd Kit. Helps you reconstruct 
the scene of the accident. Includes acci- 
dent template, skid-speed computer, 
SE ea Crime Scene Investi- 
gator's Kit. Includes transparent rule, tri- 
angle, graph paper, house furnishing tem- 
plate and architect's template... 
everything you need to sketch the scene of 
the crime. Pius illustrated Policemen's 


Glossary and much, much more. Fingerprint +t 


shown above, 
es ee ee ee es ee 


F Police Sciences Institute, Dept. RS043 
} 4400 Campus Dr., Newport Beach, CA 92660 


Please rush free facts that tell how | can 
learn Police Sciences at home. No obli- 


| gation, no salesman will call. | 
J NAME AE___ | 


cITY. P. 
L ASTATE/21 


ee a | 
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LEARN GUN REPAIR 


YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
foe IN LESS THAN 
J stant NOW AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. 


OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: ~ m | 
© BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR © CUSTOMIZING * CHOKES i 


© ACCURIZING * BLUEING * SPORTERIZING * SCOPES 
© BALLISTICS SECRETS * HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 
« RELOAOING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE * SHOTGUNS 
e HOW TO GET YOUR FEQERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 
PLUS MUCH MORE! 
PROVEN METHODS —CHARTS~ EXPLODED VIEWS 
ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 
AGENCIES & BY THE VA. FOR Gi BENEFITS 
OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 
MAIL TODAY OR CALL (602) 990-8346 


“3g Please RUSH full info on how [ can become a protes- I 
sional gunsmith the QUICK, easy home study way 
B®: No obligation. No salesman will call | 
” NAME AGE __ 
ADDRESS __ : = ] 
city Rae —— ray 1 
MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL, Dept. GAGS 


2538 N. 8TH ST., PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85006 J 
ES CS ES OS A A EY ND EN A EN 


The Golden Rule 
of History— 


"Chose who 


have the weapons 
make the rules.” 


Send $2:% for COBRA's catalog. 
(REFUNDARLE ist ORDER) 


Bryfeenal Spashmans fom Brpbasconale 


COBRA DEFENSE ACC ESSORIES LTD 


© ©. Box 10035 © Midw Oklahoma 73110 


HOW TO FIND 


GOLD NUGGETS 
ELECTRONICALLY 


Finding gold nuggets or coins is now 
made easy with a new patented gold finding 
detector. Before with other detectors it 
was virtually impossible because of inter- 
ference from black sand. This new detector 
is unaffected by black sand and can detect 
pinhead size gold nuggets at g, eat range. 
Its maximum range is 17 feet. It is very 
lightweight and has perfect balance. One 
of our customers who had tried five other 
makes and couldn't find a single nugget 
now reports finding up to six nuggets in 
one hour with his Gardiner detector. 
Recently a 400 ounce gold nugget was 
found with a detector. Free catalog. 


GARDINER ELECTRONICS 


Dept. 11 © 4729 N. 7th Ave. © Phoenix, AZ 85013 
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FREE 
AFGHANISTAN 


CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $1.00 per word per inser- 
tion — $20.00 minimum. Personals 50¢ per word — 
$10.00 minimum. Copy must be accompanied by remit- 
tance. insertion will not be made without payment. In- 
clude name and address in counting number of words. 
FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, Colo- 
rado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as 
AP., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphen- 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. Please type or print all ads. We do not furnish 
proofs. Ail ads MUST be received by the 15th of the 
fourth month preceding cover date. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee MUST send a sample of 
packet. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine ta be objectionable. Mail to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE AD- 
VISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE. 
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OF- 
FERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN- 
SPECTOR. 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence newsletter on 
terrorism, communist subversion, covert activities. 
$12.00 year, $15.00 overseas. Sample $2.00. 540 Charles 
St., Aurora, IL 60506. (78) 


FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed forces surp!us 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival 
gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our fatest 
Catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., P.O. Box 1062, Oak 
Park, IL 60304. (72) 


MILITARY MEDALS and decorations bought/sold/trad- 
ed. Current list 50¢; subscription 1 year $4.50. VERNON, 
Box 387SF, Baidwin, NY 11510, (69) 


FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1.00 to ACE 
FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (68) 


VIETNAM CATALOG (With free "Vietnam Photos”) 
$2.00. WWII catalog $2.00. WAR SHOP, Rt.1, Box 154, 
Milford, DE 19963. (75) 


SS AND GERMAN MILITARIA: World’s biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2.00 (Refundable). KRUPPER, 
Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (70) 


WWil GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, everything! illustrated catalog $10 bill 
(refundable). DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wt 53012. 
(70) 


MARAUDER’S SURPLUS: A complete listing of elite 
Commando and regular army surplus, at the best prices 
in the country. Send $1.00 for catalogue to MARAUDERS 
ARMY SURPLUS, 8588 Mckee Road, Upatoi, GA 31829. 
(73) 


FREE JAPANESE WWII RELIC ... Weapons, uniforms, 
German and Japanese relics, swords, pistols! Illustrated 
catalogue $5.00. BONUS — Free Japanese WWII relic 
with catalogue! RELICS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (69) 


AFRICAN READERS, Attention! Wanted by collector: 
RPD belts and parts; AK-47 magazines; foreign elite and 
paratroop insignia and badges; original foreign cammies 
and web gear — any quantities; will buy or trade for what 
you need. Peter Kokalis, 5749 North 41st Piace, Phoenix, 
AZ 85018, (TO) 


1S SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVER. 
SATIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100.00, 
pocket bug detector $45.06, automatic phone recorder 
$125.00. FM Telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, 
long-range wireless mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper 
beeper set $600.00, sound activated recorder $150.00, 
special listening devices from $50.00, automatic 
recorder switches $40.00, new 1983 catalog $2.00. 
WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspengien 
Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. (73) 


PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step by step instruc- 
tions to make powerful plastic explosives from common 
ingredients. Send money order $10.00 to: FREEDOM 
ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, Springfield, MO 65801. (71) 


STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal 
Gun Laws both $4.00. Police Catalog $2.00. SCHLES- 
SINGER, P.O. Box 882, New York, NY 10150. 


ALASKA HOMESTEADS $1.25 ACRE! Canadian Land 
$1.00 Acre! Repossessed Homes $1.00 plus Repairs! 
Each Report $3.00 all $5.00. HOMESTEAD, P.O. Box 
5741-SOF, Yuma, AZ 85364. (72) 


REGULATION INSIGNIA — all military branches + 
police. All genuine. Over 1000 items including rank, 
wings, badges, miniature medals, NASA patches, Cata- 
log $2.00; add $1.00 if ist class mailing desired. KAUF- 
MAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept A-56, 504 Yale, SE, Al- 
buquerque, NM 87106. 

FREE GERMAN WWil RELIC — Free original German 
WWII relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German 
flags, uniforms, daggers, weapons. New finds! {I- 
lustrated catalog, $5. MILITARIA, Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 


55029. (68) 


COVERT INTELLIGENCE — For the clever man of ac- 
tion. Samples $2.00, $13.00/year — $17.00 overseas. 
HORIZONE, Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63301, U.S.A. (69) 
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CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG — $1.00. Jack- 
ets, pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine 
GI. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-26, 504 
Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


PRIVACY — CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding/Receiv- 
ing. Gode name fine, street address, phone available, 
SASE. ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF6, Orlando, 
FL 32860. (74) 


ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters 
fast! Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45.00 
complete, ready to use. WYNN ENGINEERING COM- 
PANY, 4327 Aspengien Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 
859-0531. Catalog of related devices, $2.00. (73) 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gi — Commando black or stain- 
less steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. 
KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept A-86, 504 Yale 
SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


SPECIAL FORCES, AIRBORNE RANGER, Marine Recon, 
Air Cavatry, Pararescue, + more original designs on 
t-shirts, sweatshirts, shorts. Free brochure, send long 
stamped envelope. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept. A-76, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES — 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAFINASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine!! Toll Free 
ordering and immediate shipment. Send long self- 
addressed stamped envelope for free brochure. KAUF- 
MAN'S ARMY AND NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-96, 504 Yale 
S.£., Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


TIMBERSHEPHERD™ 
TIMBERWOLF/GERMAN SHEPHERD 


My 


~~ 
ts 
5 


, % Se. ae 

i my - oT 
t é er) 

. & Shocarer Sereioterinc. 

“THE ULTIMATE iN FAMILY PROTECTION” 

Protective Loyal Companion for Home-Apt.-Ret 


Courageaus * Dependable * intelligent 
AUNQEIS 'F 4I9U947g s01adNg 40; pasg 


Camping-Hiking —Special Operations .."Whatever 

We are specialists in breeding and Tral Ing ot the 

TIMBERSHEPHERD™ to your Individual and/or Pro- 

fessional Specifications, Private, Law Enforcement 

(public o7 private). Departmental inquires invited, 
LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 507M Leesville, $.C, 29070 (803) 649-5936 

wr) 


DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM! The feared and formi- 
dable Chinese Black Cobra style of ortental combat. A 
killing and mutitating art with advanced dynamic medita- 
tions to develop the unstoppable mental state and pow- 
ers. Fully illustrated $9.95 + 1.00 p/h. Check or money 
order to: GREEN DRAGON SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 6810 
North Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60626. (69) 


MERC FOR HIRE: 43, anything, anywhere, work alone, 
short term only. Bounty Hunting. Will take commission 
job. JIM, P.O. Box 415, Fair Oaks, CA 95628. (70) 


LOCKSMITHING, General & Automotive. UNLIMITED IN- 
FORMATION — $2.00 (unconditionally refundable if un- 
satisfied). L.A.N.D.1.S., 625 Post Street, #1048F, San 
Francisco, CA 94109. (75) 


GERMAN WWII — Militaria, records, flags, knives. Send 
for free list: HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indianapolis, IN 
46203. (68) 


THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual, infor- 
mative books on Electronic Surveillance, ‘creative’ 
Locksmithing, Weapons, Investigations, Documents, 
etc. Free Brochures: MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 No. 
Bivd., Flushing NY 11354. (73) 


ESCAPEOLOGY ... Now you can escape bondage from 
ropes and chains in seconds! 60 illustrations. $5.00. N. 
WILSON, Box 224, Hatboro, PA 19040. (71) 


EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for 
making NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and 
the extremely devastating, easy to make, steel burning 
THERMITE incendiary $12.00, All three, $20.00. AMER- 
ICAN INDUSTRIES, P.O. Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 
65808. (74) 

SOUTH AFRICA, Tax, immigration law, relocations, 
employment. $5.00 for information package. American 
attomey. WEBSTER, Box 541, Warmbaths 0480, SOUTH 
AFRICA. (69) 


BOUNTY HUNTER, Merc, Bodyguard, Armed Escort. All 
jobs considered. Complete discretion guaranteed and 
expected. Contact: THORN, P.O. Box 8, Buffalo, NY 
14212. 


LOCATE MISSING PERSONS: professional, proven se- 
crets ... track them down yourself. ..cheaply, easily!!! 
Money back guarantee, $4.00, Postpaid. LSP, Box 
163/SF, Wamego, KS 66547. (73) 


UNUSUAL BOOKS. Locksmithing, identification, in- 
vestigative methods, self-defense, undercover opera- 
tions, survival, police manuals, black market, disappear- 
ing, guerrilla war, living free, crime, bugging, spying, 
shadowing, sabotage, hiding contraband, food storage, 
much more! Over 500 tities in huge illustrated catalog. 
$2,00. LOOMPANICS, Box 1197, Port Townsend, Wash- 
ington 98368. (70) 


COLLEGE DIPLOMA - 1DAY 
Has your diploma been lost or damaged? 
Most schools available. Beautiful exacting | 


reproductions including seals & colors. Ali | 
inquiries confidential. Color catalogue $3 


ALUMNI ARTS 
Dept. SF4 Box 552 Grants Pass, OR 97526 


MARKED CARDS — BEST IN THE COUNTRY! Impossi- 
ble to detect! Fully Guaranteed! First Class — postpaid 
delivery!! $8.00 per deck (3 for $21.00 — $72.00 per 
dozen}. PENNSYLVANIA SUCCESS, Box 14190, Philadel- 
phia, PA 19138. (73) 


CONCEALABLE BODY ARMOR stops the .44 Magnum. 
Weight 2¥2 ibs. Free Brochure. Write: SES (SF-6), 60 
Madison Street, Geneva, NY 11456. (68) 


1.D. CARDS & CERTIFICATES. C.I.A., Special Forces, 
Rangers, Seal Team, Recon, Scout-Sniper, S.0.G., Para- 
Rescue, Airborne, Weapons Expert, Martial Arts, Police. 
Large Selection with your Name, Rank, Unit, etc. Il- 
tustrated Brochure $1.00. KENWOOD ASSOCIATES, Box 
66, Dept. 1, Long Green, MD 21092. 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candies, Bombs, Gre- 
nades) — An essential part of the survivalist’s inventory. 
Excellent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signal- 
ing, fire drills, etc. Large generating capacities and ex- 
tremely dense smoke. All fresh and fully guaranteed. We 
pay shipping charges in U.S.A. Send $1.00 (refundable 
with order) for catalogue of these and other important 
products. SIGNUS, Box 33712-K, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (70) 


VIETNAM VETERANS. Gallantry Cross and Campaign 
Medal Certificates of Decoration. $3.00 each, both $5.00. 
Full refund if not satisfied. JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 
Noah, St. Louis, MO 63135. 


EMPLOYMENT WANTED, bodyguard, courier, armed 
cover, anything, total discretion, immediate reply, 
thorough. Mitch Cantrell, 3508 Topeka, Corpus Christi, 
TX 78411. (69) 


GENUINE MEDALS — Collect/Replace Missing 
U.S./Foreign Decorations. Purple Heart $40.00; Siiver 
Star $40.00; Bronze Star $35.00; Legion of Merit $35.00; 
Armed Forces Expeditionary $15.00; Vietnam Service 
$15.00; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar $25.00. Add 
stamp in trade and $3.00 Postage. Most others available. 
$.A.S.E. FOR FREE LIST, MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 
Naples Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (73) 


TATTOOING EQUIPMENT. Colors, machines, designs, 
everything needed to start you in business. Send $1.00 
for catalog to: S&W TATTOOING, Box 263 SF, East 
Northport, NY 11731. (68) 


FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1.00. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (68) 


QUIT YOUR JOB! Work own hours. 200 PROVEN get-rich 
businesses, each detailed. $15. CAT ENT., P.O. Box 
70058, Las Vegas, NV 89170. (68) 


BECOME GUN DEALER! “Obtaining Federal Firearms 
Licenses,” samples, illustrations, $2.95! “Gun Dealer's 
Wholesale Directory,” best prices, $2.95! ‘Federal 
Firearms Laws,” $2.95. ALL THREE BOOKLETS $6.50! 
MESA, Drawer 1798-FM, Denver, CO 80201. 


COVETED BLACK BELT CERTIFICATE: Now available 
based upon Life Experience. Standard certificate $9.95, 
Deluxe certificate $24.95. Wallet size ID card $4.95. Send 
detailed history of life experience qualifications with 
check or money order to: LIFE EXPERIENCE SYSTEMS, 
P.O. Box 68231, Oak Grove, OR 97268. Certificate signed 
by ranking Black Belt. 


50,000 BIG MAPS! USSR, Togo, Vietnam, Ohio — 
ANYPLACE! Catalog $3.00 (refundable). MESA, Drawer 
1796-FO, Denver, CO 80201. 


INTERNATIONAL DRIVER’S PERMIT, Police/Security 
badges custom made, misc. ID, catalog, SASE and 75¢. 
WILSON, P.O. Box 380384-F, San Antonio, TX 78280, (68) 


VIETNAM MAPS KIT — 10 different, 1960's Mili- 
tary/intelligence maps detail tribes, roads, military re- 
gions, relief, etc. $3.95 complete! MESA, Drawer 
1796-FG, Denver, CO 80201. (66) 


HARDER HOMES and Gardens! Bulletproof House! 
Simplified, light, thin, economical method revealed! 
New, illustated book, $8.95! MESA, Drawer 1798-FH, 
Denver, CO 80201. 


THE SURVIVAL ENCYCLOPEDIA! Retreating, storage, 
weapons, solar bunkers, maps, plans, checklists, com- 
bat, power, disaster skills, demolitions, NBC de- 
fense/decontamination, shelters, survival chemicals, 
medicine — MUCH MORE! Big, illustrated volume — 
$12.95! MESA, Drawer 1798-FJ, Denver, CO 80201. 


BECOME PROCESS SERVER. Earn $12.00 to $20.00 per 
hour. Business booming! Free information-decal. PRO- 
CESS SERVER, Box 314-F, Boston, MA 02188. (67) 


JUNE/83 


BE A PROFESSIONAL BONDSMAN! Exciting, lucrative. 
No investment, training, work from home full/part-time. 
Free report: THE BAILBOND GUIDE, Box 802-SF2, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70821 (71) 


TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big Money, Adventure, 
Learn How. P.O. Box 1132H, Doylestown, PA 18901 (67) 


- RARE POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL FILMS on video 


cassettes. Third Reich, Soviet Army and Vietnam &a 
Send $1.00 (refundable) for iljustrated catalog. 
INTERNATIONAL HISTORICAL FILMS, P.O. Box 29035, 
Chicago, IL 60629. (69) 


TIGER STRIPE CAMMO FATIGUES, Rip-Stop cotton, 4 
pocket jacket; 6 pocket pants, $50.00 per sult. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Mastercard & VISA Ac- 
cepted! 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assasination research 
materials available: Zapruder fiim, photographs, 
videocassettes, literature, recordings. $1.00 for pam- 
phiets. Box 114, Beaconsfield, Quebec, Canada. (69) 


RANGER and Pathfinder school diplomas. Vietnam ser- 
vice certificates. Colege and military documents. Send 
self addressed stamped envetope for iHlustrated list. EW- 
ING, Box $93, Montpelier, VT 05602. 


“TOP SECRET!!” Remailing/Forwarding jowest rates. 
Services: You name it! Prepaid stamped remails .75¢. in- 
fo: SASE to GULF COASTS, Box 6237, Ft. Myers Beach, 
FL 33931. (68) 


STATE GUN LAWS — Specify state, $2.95. FEDERAL 
GUN LAW — Rare indexed edition, $3.95. ILLUSTRATED 
GUN DEALER TRAINER — Third edition, $5.95. All three 
manuals ONLY $11.00! MESA, Drawer 1798-FS, Denver, 
CO 80201. 

WIRETAP DEFEAT MECHANISM: incredible new device 
turns off automatic recording controls on your tele- 
phone line $100.00. TELEPHONE LINE MONITOR: 
meters show line voltage and current draw. Unit detects 
series and ine powered bugs, hot mikes, mike tel and 
other types of eavesdropping, $100.00. A.T.1.S:, Box 
4068, Dearborn, MI 48126. 


“ELECTRONIC DETONATION: Methods of Improvisa- 
tion” — incredible manual reveals secret techniques 
used by professional operatives (schematics included). 
$15.00. A.T.1.S., Box 4068, Dearborn, Mi 48126. 


REMOTE CONTROL MADE EASY — this manual shows 
how to do exactly what the titie says, $10.00, Send $3.60 
extra for our catalog, A.T.1.S., Box 4068, Dearborn, Mi 
48126. R 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE: Incredible manual, 
“Homebrew Bugging,” outlines wiretapping, bugging 
and many other ingenious, yet simple techniques used 
by professional operatives, $15.00. A.T.I.S., Box 4068, 
Dearborn, Ml 46126. 


CATCH THE SCUMBAGS! Our new manual “Counter- 
measure Cookbook” shows how to build inexpensive 
and outlandish security systems such as remote control 
of tear gas bombs, high voltage, recorders, cameras and 
explosives - $15. Send $3.00 for book to A.T.I.S., Box 
4068, Dearborn, MI 48126. 


MINIATURE FM WIRELESS TRANSMITTER 2”x1"x%” 
wil! transmit sound for several hundred feet. Best unit on 
the market, $30.00 ea., 3 for $75.00. CRYSTAL CONTROL 
MINIATURE TRANSMITTER £55.00. A.T.1.S., Box 4068, 
Dearborn, MI 48126. 


TELEPHONE TRANSMITTER $50.00 (available to law en- 
forcement personnel only). Schematics are available to 
the public for $5.00. Send for information on equipment 
available to law enforcement agencles (Cataiog L). 
A.T.1.S., Box 4068, Dearborn, M! 48126. 


AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE RECORDING DEVICE will 
synchronize any cassette recorder with remote jack to 
telephone use, $20.00. TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 
$30.00, VOX unit $35.00. Send $3.00 for our electronic 
catalog, A.T.I.S., Box 4068, Dearborn, MI 48126. 


CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, your design, low 
minimum. Identify, promote reward with emblems. Free 
booklet. EMBLEMS, Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561. (68) 


ARREST Violators! #7 ¥ 
epee «WEal’ 
TRAN gy se 


the Badge of a| 


DETECTIVE 


ee i =i a 
SE NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 
*° Your spirit of adventure, danger, and self 
reliance can lead you to an exciting career 
opportunity. Solve mysteries, bring crimi- 
nals to justice, protect the innocent. 
, Experts guide you every step of the way. 
Men and women needed to work in chal- 
# tenging situations, withstanding hard- 
53 ships, make on the spot decisions. Learn 
the latest investigative techniques using 


Survelilance Equipment, special law enforcement equip- 
Criminolo, 


ret Service. Start your own 
investigative agency. Save up 
Night Scopes, Raj poling to 25% and more on all equip- 
Equipmemt—Ptus Much, ment. Send for free details, 


uch More Approved by Calif. Dept. af Public Instruct. 
THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 
Pr 
| DEPT. SF306, P.O. Box 2469, Costa Mesa, CA 92628 1 
Rush me your “Detective” Career Kit— ] 


1 sam a | 
| Address 
l City/State/Zip. 


————— oe 
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OFFICIAL FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT. ATF 
Forms, instructions and wholesale sources of firearms, 
ammo and accessories. Send $4.95, S.G.S.E., P.O. Box 
780, Mocksville, NC 27028. (68) 


BOUNTY HUNTING — legal for anyone and very profit- 
able! For legal statutes and employment information 
send $2.00 and SASE. Rush orders $3.00 cash. RE- 
SEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 152, Depew, NY 14043. (68) 


FIREWORKS — Fun, safe, patriotic; top quality, lowest 
prices; countless items; illustrated catalogue $1.00 
(refundable). PYRO-SONIC DEVICES, Box 711 $13, 
Grand Haven, MI 49417. (76) 


RANDALL KNIVES***NOW!! NORDIC KNIVES has over 
100 genuine RANDALL MADE KNIVES in stock at all 
times. You can get your RANDALL knife in just days in- 
stead of walting over 2 years for delivery. Send a large 
SASE for a free list — OR — for only $2.00 we will send 
the list plus glossy color photos of the knives plus Ran- 
dall’s latest catalog. Send to: NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4, 
Copenhagen Dr., Solvang, CA 93463. Phone (805) 
688-3612. (70) 


KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap 
aluminum. $7.00 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MAT- 
THEWS POLICE SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 
28105. (70) 


MAN FOR HIRE: Army Vet seeking short-term work, 
Most anything-make offer. JOE, P.O. Box 290, Clarendon 
Hills, IL 60514, (72) 


DOG TAGS, Genunie Gl — Commando Black or Stain- 
less Steel. SASE to RANGER ROY, 3805 Arctic, Box 
1449, Anchorage, AK 99503. (68) 


PYRO SUPPLIES, M80 Blockbuster casings, fuse, caps, 
rocket supplies, more! Catalog $1.00. NORSTARR PRO- 
DUCTS, P.O. Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. (79) 


ELECTRONIC INTELLIGENCE GEAR: Send first class 
stamp for free catalog. S.E. CORP., Box 1132-SF, Yorba 
Linda, CA 92686. (68) 


FOR HIRE — Security team, will travel. Salvage/commis- 
sion projects considered. Call TROY (214) 224-4312, or 
TVM, 2925 LBJ Frwy. #180-223, Dallas, TX 75134, (69) 


FIREWORKS SUPPLIES, DISCOUNT LOW! LOW! prices. 
Tubes, plugs, shells, mortars, tooling, much more. SAM- 
PLE KIT $3.98 or SASE for price list. NORMICO IN- 
DUSTRIES, 1025 Jefferson Street, Suite 100, Santa Clara, 
CA 95050. (69) 


CRIMEFIGHTERS. Send $2.00 for Police Catalog. BPEC, 
Dept. SF1182, 17122 Bellflower Blvd., Bellflower, CA 
90706. (76) 


INSIGNIA COLLECTORS. Send $1.00 for list or $6.00 for 
12 monthly lists. BAIRD’S COLLECTABLES, Box 444, 
Dept. SF1282, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. {70) 


25 WAYS TO KILL, $3.00. SECRETS TO KARATE! $3.00. 
Mercenary Pen Pals, $2.00: How to Get Even! $3.00. RCA, 
Box 684, Russellville, AR 72801. (68) 


MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important 
weapon. Research report with dosage guide, covers 
compounds that improve reaction time, memory and 
learning ability. Only $5.00. POLARIS, Box 50118, 
Chicago, IL 60650. 


BODYGUARDS WANTED. Male/Female for elite service 
now forming. Send SASE for information to: THE PRO- 
TECTORS, P.O. Box 43777, Las Vegas, NV 89116. (68) 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Win custody, pro- 
perty you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book 
$14.95. Guaranteed. Detaiis 25¢. EDEN, Box 8410-DD, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708. (71) 


SURVIVAL FOOD — Concentrated, compact, high in 
protein and meets nearly all nutritional requirements. 
Balanced diet with small volume and lasts for years 
upon years without special storage or refrigeration. No 
cooking, tablets or powder, and 50 Ibs./person would 
last 3+ years, $50/Ib. Send $2 for samples and catalog. 
DR. Birkins, RD4 Box 183 A, Washington, NJ 07882. (68) 


MAIL SECURITY lives up to its name, Incoming-outgoing 
all non-traceable. Details $2.00 (refundable), Box 399, 
Dickson, TN 37055. (69) 


LIFE SIZED TARGETS! A large 35"x45” target with full 
figure silhouette. Only $10.00 per dozen plus $2.50 for 
shipping and handling. Send $12.50 to: HPCo., P.O. Box 
440, Lafayette, IN 47902. 


DEFENSE WEAPONS: “LAZERSTUN” — Shoots high in- 
tensity rays that blind!!! (CAUTION: Human Victims Pur- 
port TWENTY—MINUTE BLACKOUTS ... DISORIENTA- 
TION .... FAINTING!!) Handheld, Fully assembled. Non- 
lethal. (Similar to device featured on television's 
C.H.I.P.S.) Send $49.95 each: NATIONAL LAZERTEK, 
Box 6396, Wheeling, WV 26003, (Catalogue $5.00, refun- 
dable.) (67) 


SILENCERS. {Illustrated Instructions for building three 
different types, including a disposable model $5.00, no 
checks. POLARIS, Box 50118, Chicago, IL 60650. 


OFFICIAL 
SOF BERET 
& INSIGNIA 


TOP 
QUALITY iii 

RED BERET : : 
made to U.S. Gov't specifications $13.00 
post-paid SOF COLORED ENAMELED 
INSIGNIA $7.00 post-paid. Specify beret 
size, 

SOF EXCHANGE — P.O, Box 687 

Dept. 683 — Boulder, CO 80306 


DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI — Stainless Tag $2.99 each or 
2/$5.00. Imprinted free. 5 lines, 15 spaces per line. 
Stainless chain $1.00. Prepaid In USA. D & J ENTER- 
PRISES, P.O. Box 88, Waterville, OH 43566. (68) 


FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 
rockets $2.20 a gross, M-80's, blockbuster, and giant 
Class B aerial displays. Complete directory of mail order 
suppliers listing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYRO- 
TECHNICS, Box 230SF, RFD #1, Mystic, CT 06355. (71) 


FALKLAND ISLANDS EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL — Red- 
White-Blue Ribbon with penguin in paratroop combat 
gear. $5.00 postage paid. Also 1982 SOF Convention 
Commerative Medal. $5.00 post paid PHOENIX 
ASSOCIATES, INC., Dept. SOFCL, P.O, Box 687, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 


CONFIDENTIAL OPERATIVE, any assignment, no ques- 
tlons. N.Y., N.J., Conn., Penn. Your call answered by 
machine. | return call EGAN- (602) 866.8060. (70) 


FIREWORKS AND EXPLOSIVES formulas professional, 
using easily obtainable chemicals. Over 40 formulas 
with instructions. Send $19.95 money order only. PYRO- 
TEC, P.O. Box 176, Bountiful, UT 84010. (70) 


AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS, unit histories and combat ac- 
tion on video cassette our specialties. Catalog: $1.00. 
THE BATTERY BOOK SHOP, P.O. Box 3107H, Uptown 
Station, Nashville, TN 37219. (68) 


BE A GUN DEALER — Official Federal Firearms License 
Kit. Application forms, instructions, Directory of Whole- 
salers: Firearms, ammo and accessories, BATF “800's”” 
and ADDRESSES. Compiete Gun Deaijer Guidelines. The 
most complete kit available anywhere. ..$4.95. YOUR 
OWN STATE GUN LAWS...$1.95. CONCEALED 
WEAPONS BOOKLET...$2.50. S.G.S.E., P.O. Box 
780-SOF, Mocksville, NC 27028. (72) 


UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE is fought against con- 
ventional forces! Since 1980, each biweekly issue of 
FOR YOUR EYES ONLY has delivered the inside story on 
the world’s conventional, and unconventional, military 
forces. Read FYEO to stay ahead! $35/year, three-issue 
trial $5. FYEO, Box 3012V, Amarillo, TX 79106. (68) 


MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere, small arms ex- 
pert Jight weapons, ambush, demo, ail jobs considered. 
Complete discretion guaranteed and expected, No Com- 
mies, serious inquirles only. TAXI, Box 1392, Hollywood, 
FL 33020. (88) 


FREE CATALOG (Send 20 cent stamp). Unusual knives, 
survival items, custom cases, leatherwork. REAL 
WORLD, P.O. Box 335S, Branson, MO 65616. (68) 


Decals $3.25 ea. 2 for $5.00 
“The Elite Series’’ 


4x5 Weatherproof Vinyl 
Special Forces “The Professionals” 
U.S.N — Seal Team 
U.S.A.F, — Para Rescue 
U.S.M,.C, — Force Recon 
Airborne — Ranger 
1st CAV — Airmobile “Death From Above’ 
101st Abn. — “Scream’n Eagles’ 
82nd Abn. — “All American” 
Royale Marines 
Special Air Service 
Foreign Legion — “‘Winged Dagger” 

— Allow 3 Weeks Delivery — 
Larger Selection — Brochures $1.00 


Nighthawk Supply Co. 


Box 751, Severna Park, Md. 21146 


MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere. Don’t get mad, 
get even. Work alone, short term, discreet, confidential. 
SKIPPER, P.O. Box 546455, Surfside, FL 33154. (70) 


MERCHANT MARINES, seafaring adventure and 
employment. Maritime adventurer gives sources 
unknown to you. 27 page Directory to fulfillment, just 
$10. CARDINAL INTERNATIONAL, Box 67, Centerville, 
VA 22020. (79) 


DUDLEY MC IVER, please contact Kirby Riffel, Box 19, 
Pocahontas, AR 72455. (501) 892-4426. 
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PROTECTION: Black Belts for bodyguard work. Profes- 
sional and family needs. We are professionals. Info 
write: B.B.B.G.S., INC., P.O. Box 112, Westwood, NJ 
07675. (68) 


JADE GRIPS FOR .45 AUTOMATIC, $225.00 (Calif. 
residents add sales tax), MAZE, 2124 Kittredge Ave. #1, 
Berkeley, CA 94704. (69) 


MAIL FORWARDING/REMAILING — Complete privacy. 
Many other services: INTERNATIONAL MAIL COURIER, 
Box 20937SF, Reno, NV 89515. (702) 786-0606. (68) 


CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAGS. 100% cotton. 2’x3' 
$9.20. Huge 3'x5’ only $12.00. Dealer Inquiries Welcome. 
TANDY CAUDILL, Dept. M, 2896 Tropicana Blvd., Naples, 
FL 33999. 


AM SEEKING EMPLOYMENT. Hold a U.S. 2nd Marine 
Engineering License. Know steam & diesel engines, 
generators, motors, pumps, alien type machinery, all 
ships. Work for one boss because of stabilization pur- 
poses. Phone (804) 543-2462, ask for Terry. P.S. Know 
carpentry, plumbing, welding, machinist metal, plan 
layouts, machinists outside, sketch work, etc. (68) 


INVESTIGATOR’S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. New, ex- 
panded version packed with valuable tricks for finding 
“skips,” runaways, missing persons, and others in 
hiding. Track down anyone, anywhere. Send $8. Our 
cataiog and samples of technical investigative training 
reports (i.e. surveillance, Interrogation, homicides, anti- 
wiretapping) just $3 — free with SKIP TRACING. 
COUNTERTECH, Box 5723, Bethesda, MD 20814. (70) 


UZI ACCESSORIES. Complete line of accessories for 
your Uzi at very low prices. We are overstocked and need 
to make room. Take this opportunity and save. Just send 
$1.00 for a complete page of genuine Uzi accessories to: 
LAWLESS WEAPONS, 405 Espanola Way, Miami Beach, 
FL 33139. (68) 


HONORARY MILITARY COMMISSIONS in United Militia 
International. $3.00 for info and application. COL. MAR- 
Pee SERNA, 444 Young Blvd., Woodburn, OR 97071. 
6 

NINJA BOOKS AND TRAINING — Send SASE for infor- 
mation from America’s only disciple of Japan's Grand- 
master of Ninjutsu. SHADOWS OF IGA, Box 1947S, Ket- 
tering, OH 45429. (70) 


FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 
rockets $2.00 a gross, M-80's, blockbusters, and giant 
Class B aerial displays. Complete directory of mail order 
suppliers listing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYRO- 
TECHNICS, Box 230Z, RFD #1, Mystic, CT 06355. (71) 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 
®@ Over 40,000 Items in Stock © 


Y S.S. Viking Div. Ring 
Large Size Only. In 

ad Heavy Silver Plate... 
$20.00 


Black S.S. Caps 
M-43 Take down style. 
Metal eagle & buttons 

S-M & Lg, Sizes... 

$18.00 

or S.S. Officers 
{w/Silver-top trim)...825.00 


E. 


eli! 
Our NEW 224 page fully Illustrated relic 
Collectors Catalog...$3.00/FREE with order 
W.W. 2 PRODUCTS LTD. 
P.O. BOX 2063-F ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 


INCOME OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVENTURERS. Free 
information with a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: 
ADVENTURERS, P.O. Box 1160, Pacifica, CA 94044. (78) 


ACRE OF HELL!! Recorded in your name. Plus, the Map 
of Hades, artistically illustrated on framable 18” x 24” 
parchment, $14.95, $1.00 postage, PFV ENTERPRISES, 
Box 1261, Ciearlake, CA 95422. (68) 


FIGHTER PILOT (with parachutist wings), Jet/Piston 
qualified will accept interesting work worldwide. All pro- 
positions considered. Contact: MR. IBARCQ, Montils, 
17800, Pons, France (68) 


NEW UPDATED CATALOG every two months! The best 
new books on weaponry, the martial arts, self-defense, 
survival, and creative revenge. $1.00 PALADIN PRESS, 
P.O. Box 1307-BFF, Boulder, CO 80306. (72) 


TIGER STRIPE BOONIE HATS, Exactly the same as used 
in 'Nam, NOT a cheap imitation $12.00. A.H.A,, Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


THE RELIGION OF ODIN — The story of the ancient 
faith of northern Europe. Ceremonies, beliefs, history of 
worshipers of Thor and Odin. Only book of its kind. 180 
pages, 17 illustrations, soft cover, (2nd Edition), $10. VIK- 
ING HOUSE, P.O. Box 160, Lake City MN 55041. (68) 


FIREWORKS AND EXPLOSIVES for fun and profit in 
your sparetime. Learn the ancient art of pyrotechnics. 
For Information and sample fuse send $2.00 to: 
PYROART, Box 6552(S), Yuma, Az 85364, (68) 


TRAVEL ABOARD YACHTS TO HAWAII, Caribbean, 
Bahamas. Scott Barrie and Associates is again taking 
applications of persons experienced in the use of 
modern weapons to ‘ride shotgun” for the owners of 
these boats. Sailing experience not necessary. For 
details and application send $1.00 to SCOTT BARRIE 
ea) ASSOC., P.O. Box 87, Bradenton Beach, FL 33510. 
PILOT/MECHANIC amphibious aircraft will relocate 
anywhere, short or long term. My aircraft or yours. P.O. 
Box 248849, Miami, FL 33124. (68) 
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ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE SECURITY EQUIPMENT 
(World's Greatest Selection!”) ... INVESTIGATORS’ 
SPECIALS: BIG BROTHER TELESCREEN — Electroni- 
cally See and Hear through walls, ceilings and floors! 
Complete Closed Circuit System includes Camouflaged 
Minicamera, Audio Transmitter and 12" Television 
Monitor, $395; WIRELESS FM TRANSMITTERS — 300° 
Range — $40, 1,000" Range — $75, Two Mile Range — 
$225; % Mile Range Telephone Transmitter, $145; 10 
hour PANASONIC® Recorder, $165; 24 hr. Recorder, 
$225; 2 hr. “Pocketsized” Microrecorder, $95; V.O.X. 
Voice Actuated Recording Switch, $65; Automatic 
“Phoneline” Recording Switch, $75; Supersensitive 
“hardwired” Microphone, $70; “Shotgun” Microphone 
with Recorder, Headphones and Case, $195; DAN GIB- 
SON® Parabolic Microphone, $499; Infinity Transmitter 
System, $595; ‘‘Spikemike”’ with Amplifier, $350; 
KODAK® Surveillance Camera, $395; Unobtrusive 
Camera in Butane Lighter, $165; FERRET® Transmitter 
Locater, $235; Telephone Voice Scrambiers (set of two), 
$295; Telephone Eavesdropper Stopper, $75; CLIFTON® 
Telephone “Sweep” Countermeasure, $195; 2nd Genera- 
tion Passive Night-Vision Scope, $4,395; Infrared Night 
Vision Scope, $295; Magnesiumflouride Night-Vision 
Scope, $125; ‘‘Pocketsized” Metal Detector and Frisker, 
$35; Letterbomb Visualizer Spray, $35; Bulletproof Vest, 
$150; Drugs/Narcotics Analysis Kit, $150; Electrozapper 
7,000- Volt Defense Weapon, $29.95; PLUS+ many 
Technical Security Products Virtually Impossible to Ob- 
tain Elsewhere!!! Ali Products FULLY ASSEMBLED and 
GUARANTEED! Send orders: MICROTRON®, 500 
Hawley Building, Wheeling, WV 26003. VISA/MASTER- 
CARD CARDHOLDERS Call: (304) 233-8007 (New 1983 
Professionals’ Catalogue, $20, Refundable; General 
Catalogue, $2.00; Surveillance Device Schematics Port- 
folio, $20). 


NIGHT VISION SCOPE — See in the dark with only star- 
light, streetlights or moonlight available! Powerful Mag- 
nesiumflouride Optic illuminates persons, objects. Dur- 
able aluminum body, excellent image, detail quality 
meets government specifications. R.L.E. 97, 7" length, 
2%2" diameter. Send $125 each; NATIONAL PHALANX®, 
Box 131, Bridgeport, OH 43912. (Technical Security Cata- 
logue, $20.00, Refundable. General Catalogue, $2.00). 


TIGER STRIPE T-SHIRTS, Top Quality shirt to match our 
fatigues, $8.00. 3 for $22.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
Co 80221. 


“NOW YOU CAN HEAR VIETNAM exactly like it was.” 
1-hour cassette recording of helicopter gunship radio- 
traffic during VC/NVA attack on Long Binh/Bien Hoa 
area 2/26/69, With 40-page transcript book — complete 
text of tape wiglossary, call signs, 12 pages of Cobra 
pilot’s photos. A unique electronic document of great 
historical value. Money back guarantee. $15 postpaid. 
Free details. BIEN HOA PRODUCTIONS, Dept. MD, Box 
56, Fayetteviile, AR 72702. 


SURVIVAL KNIVES!! Extravagant foremost selection, 
superlative uncompromising quality, premium profes- 
sional grade, elite factory production, boot/conceal- 
ment/self-defense/hideout/combat/fighting/battle/war- 
fare/hunting/camping/skinning/backpacking/pocket/ 
keychainiutility knives. EVERYTHING from swordcanes, 
push daggers, commandos, hollow-handles, hatchets, 
throwers, razors, ceramic/diamondicarbide sharpeners, 
whetstones, icepicks, to wiresaws. NO factory defective 
rejects; NO shabby, sleazy, shoddy, shameless, fake im- 
itations; NO disgusting, disgraceful, embarrassing, 
replica-ripoffs; NO cheap, crude, pitifully pathetic, im- 
ported, “Promotional” GARBAGE! Just the absolute 
FINEST QUALITY STANDARDS for your money. 100% 
Satisfaction Guaranteed; sliding scale Quantity DIS- 
COUNTS to 35%; expeditious “AIRMAILED” shipments; 
detailed, itemized record-invoices; responsible/pro- 
ticient/personalized customer service; plus FREE “Sur- 
prise” GIFTS! Informative (AIRMAILED!) Photographic 
(40+ page) Reference/Specifications/Catalogue, $2.00. 
SELECTLINE, (established 1977), Box 391(SSFH), P.C., 
Hawali, 96782-0391. 


VIETNAM ART T-SHIRTS free catalog, BIEN HOA PRO- 
DUCTIONS, Dept. FC, Box 56, Fayetteville, AR 72702. 


Free catalog! 
SPRING/SUMMER 1983 


Books on: Survival, Revenge, Weapons, 
Self-defense, Demolitions, Knife fighting, 
Military, Silencers, Sniping, Keys & Locks, 
Clandestine operations, improvisations, 
Special Forces, Guerrilla warfare CIA Ser- 
ies, First Aid. Plus much more. 
THE BEST IN ITS FIELD. 

For a rush catalog 

send to: 

KEN HALE — SURVIVALIST (409) 

McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 


WILD GEESE CAMMO SCARVES/Faceveils, as seen in 
the movie and used by British Paratroopers $14.00. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


BRASS KNUCKS paperweights, $7.95 or aluminum 


$5.95. Add 50° each for shipping. F.F. DISTRIBUTORS, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 22021, Knoxville, TN 37922. 
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From the Am, West 


to the DMZ of. 
Quality black fur felt Cav. Slouch Hats 
as seen worn in recent VIETNAM WAR 
EPIC. Leather sweat band & dbl. stitch 
rim with cord & Sabre insig. $52 ppd. 
without insignia $49 ppd. 


MILITARIA INC. 


138 Kearny Ave., Dept. SF 
Kearny, N.J. 07032 (201) 998-7471 


tll. Cat. 1.50 
free wiorder 


SILENCERS — Complete Instructions to build your own 
from materials available at most hardware stores. $3.00. 
WORLD PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 64252, Fayetteville, NC 
28306. 


S.W.A.T. BLACK FATIGUES, 4 pocket jacket, 6 pocket 
pants, Military Quality $50.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. VISA & Mastercard Accepted! 


GERMAN SILVER BULLION!! Hoard of silver bullion 
bars, bearing the infamous German WWII style eagle. In- 
vestment items! Only $12.95, three for $35, nine for $99. 
SILVER INVESTORS, 80x 361-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. 
(70) 

PEOPLE ARE LYING ABOUT NUCLEAR WAR. We can 
prove it. Reliable books on nuclear-war survival. Free 
catalog. CLAYTON SURVIVAL SERVICES, P.O. Box 
1411G, Mariposa, CA 95338. 


“MERCENARIES HAVE MORE FUN” Bumper Sticker, 
$2.00. P.W., Dept SF, Rt. 2, Box 125A, Prudenville, Ml 
48651. 


-50 CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 


gun or trophy room, place of business with impressive, 
unique wall display of original headstamp 1943-4 Frank- 
ford Arsenal Shells in steel links for continuous belt. Ex- 
cellent condition — no powder. Super large 100 rds. 
Nearly nine ft. long $53.50 + $8.00 shipping; 50 rds., 
$29.50 + $6.00; 25 rds., $16.50 + $4.00. Also artillery 
shells! JOE JELINEK, 1201-F Cottage Grove, Chicago 
Heights, IL 60411. (312) 758-2183. 


SUPPORT 
SOF 


ADVERTISERS 


SURVIVAL WORLDWIDE is again accepting applications 
for its 2-day Survival Course, No miracies, just solid 
knowledge. Prepare for emergencies, natural disasters, 
nuclear attack, economic collapse, anarchy. For further 
information, write: SURVIVAL WORLDWIDE, P.O. Box 
7304, Reno NV 89502. (71) 


DESERT CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES, New Issue, in 
Smail-XLarge $48.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. Mastercard & VISA Accepted! 


NEED WEAPONS? BECOME GUN DEALER AT HOME! 
Gun Dealer Instruction Course, 20 chapters, $4.95; 
Federal Laws, $2.50; Your State Laws, $2.50; 500 
Wholesalers, $3.50; Machine Gun License Manual, 
Forms, $3.50; Concealed Gun Permits, $2.50; Ail Publica- 
tions Above $13.95, Record Books, Firearms, 1200 en- 
tries, Ammunition 1200 entries, Bill of Sale, 50, Book- 
keeping, 52 weeks, $4.95 each or 4 for $1500 Free 
Catalog, REDDICK, 1821-H Bacon, San Diego, 92107. 


U.S. ARMY WOODLAND CAMMO UNIFORMS, Latest 
Issue in Small-XLarge $42.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. Mastercard & VISA Accepted! 


SWITCHBLADE KNIFE BOOK — Latest edition, over 80 
photos, where to buy, prof. printed; $8.00 ppd,; TANZ, 
Box 14221, Pittsburgh, PA 15239. (71) 


SMALL GROUP WITH PASSPORTS, experience in ail 
phases of combat, bounty hunting, private investigation, 
licensed. Work as group. No job too big or too smali. 
Write BILL, P.O. Box 1451, Springdale, AR 72764 or 
CHUCK, 1200 Kitchen, Jonesboro, AR 72401, 


SPECIAL FORCES BERETS, Current issue with Flash & 
Crest $18.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


EX-MARINE, PILOT, small arms expert. Anything, 
anywhere. Deliveries U.S. and Mexico. I'll represent you 
— SAM, Box 5502, Inglewood. CA 90303. (69) 


WORRIED ABOUT DIOXIN? AGENT ORANGE? Get the 
facts. $4.00 (Veterans $2.00). D.Z. LANCER, Sox 2266, 
Gaithersburg, MD 208739. 


ULTIMATE CONCEALABLE WEAPON, dual function .22 
cal. Zippo cigarette lighter. Detailed shop drawings, four 
sheets, simple construction, failsafe design. Send 
$10.00 to: SARDAUKAR PRESS, P.O. Box 18644, Mem- 
phis, TX 38181-0644. (70) 


RISK JOBS PERFORMED — Anything, USA only — Con- 
fidential — Fee negotiable. Contact C. RAMEY, P.O. Box 
24251, Richmond, VA 23224. 


U.S. CAMMO T-SHIRT CLOSEOUT! Top quality Shirts, 
$7.00 each. SALE 3 for $16.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. ‘ 


WANTED EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL: High risk-high 
compensation employment, combat experience a must. 
Send resume listing your qualifications and expertise. 
Serious inquiries only, no jegal complications. MR. 
DONALD PATTERSON, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., Apt. A32, 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. 


EX-SERVICE, AIRCRAFT MECHANIC (props), pilot, 
mariner, military qualifications, seeks employment; 
mercenaries, rescue groups. FRED, 1136 Main, Grafton, 
OH 44044. 


VALUE YOUR PRIVACY? Use our confidential mail 
receiving-forwarding service. For details write SECURI- 
TY MAIL SERVICE, 8935 North 2nd Way, Phoenix, AZ 
85020. 


WANTED: WORK WITH MERCENARY. 36 years old, 190 
Ibs, 6 ft. Dependable. Valid passport, J. GILROY, P.O. 
Box 552, Richmond Hill, Ontario, Canada 


BUY GUNS WHOLESALE! Federal Firearms License Ap- 
plication Kit, $5.00; “Operating A Profitable Firearms 
Business,” $7.50. Both, $10. PFRB/4, Box 1242, Bloom- 
ington, IL 61701. (70) 


HOLSTERS & GUNBELTS, “Made To Order." Hand- 
crafted by experts from the finest 10-11 oz. cowhide 
leather available. Also available in You Finish It” kits. 
Dealers welcome. For info and photo brochure send 
$1.00 to: SEASONS CO., P.O. Box 4751, St. Paul, MN 
§5104. 


RHODESIA CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORM: Selling Large 
shirt, trousers, field jacket. D. B., 38-9007 112 St. & 89 
Ave., Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G 2C5. 


GAS MASKS. Army M-3 still in original box. Facepiece- 
canister-carrier, complete — $40.00 each. JACKPOT, 
14216 Clark, Riverdale, IL 60627 


POLICE SUPPLY AGENCY FOR SALE. Anchorage, 
Alaska. Asking 650K. Handles weapons and uniforms 
(with ail accessories). Prefer to talk with principals only 
(no agents). Serious inquiries only. Call “ROCK” (907) 
337-8758. 


HOMEMADE MACHINE-GUN PLANS. Comprehensive, 
detailed, easy to follow 24-page oversize booklet. 
Machineshop unnecessary. Send $6 COMMUNICA- 
TIONS, Dept. X, 7 Michigan, Dundee, iL 60118. 


FOR HIRE: Viet Nam Vet wants high risk work. Anything, 
anywhere. Complete discretion assured. P.O. Box 25162, 
Chicago, IL 60625. 


REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC WEAPON SYSTEM is now 
available! Seventy close-up photos illustrate how to con- 
vert your 1100 semi-auto into a selective-fire assault 
shotgun. 9" x 12”, softcover, 96 pages, $14.00 postpaid. 
PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 1307-BFC, Boulder, CO 
80306. 


MINT CONDITION Military Radios in original cartons: 
R-108 Vehicie/Field Receiver, 20-28 MHz: $27.50, R-174 
Receiver, 1.5-18 MHz shortwave, amateur, military fre- 
quencies: $47.50. VRC-7 Radio Set, includes RT-70 
Transceiver, AM-65 Amplifier, MT-300 Vehicle Mount, 
PP-282 Power Supply, Antenna and Accessories: 
$137.50. ARC-27 Aircraft Guard Receiver, 220-248 MHz 
single channel: $12.50. Good condition units: PRC-10 
Backpack Radio Transceiver and Accessories: $39.50, 
$77.50/pair. Schematic/Data Included all units. Add $9.50 
shipping-handling. BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, 
Sandusky, OH 44870. 


DOES ANYONE ELSE PHOTOGRAPH OR collect spit- 
shined military boots or U.S.M.C. dress shoes issued 
before 1966? HOWIE, Box 191, Milton Village, MA 02187. 


MILITARY MANUALS: Large list of manuals: weapons, 
equipment, dogs, medicai, special forces, intelligence, 
signal, night vision, ammunition, vehicles, individual 
equipment, camouflage, engineering, helicopters, ex- 
plosives, operations, survival, chemical, nuclear, 
historical series, uniforms, many more. $1.00 for list. 
Send wants. CAMGO, P.O. Box 2641, Dublin, CA 94568. 


GUN FOR HIRE — Ex-Ranger & mercenary — profes- 
sional investigator — high risk contracts. Contact: STR- 
INGER, Box 934, White River Jct., VT 05001-0934 (72) 


SILENT FIREPOWER — BALISTA II arrow gun, handier 
than a crossbow, only 12” wide, will work underwater, 
aiso high performance crossbows and survival aids. 
Catalog $1.00. M & M ENTERPRISES, Box 64, Dept. SOF, 
Island Lake, IL 60042. (69) 


HAVE VIDEO RECORDER, WILL TRAVEL. BATS, 933 
Central Ave., Alameda CA 94501. (415) 523-6811. (72) 
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WATER TEST KIT, test for bacteria such as coliform, 
cholera, dysentery, hepatitis, typhoid; safe simple. 
Equipment and supplies for four water samples. $14.95. 
JAY, Box 551, Louisiana, MO 63353. 


NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL — Learn emergency treat- 
ment of radiation exposure and related burns. Send 
ae to: SUAVIVOR, P.O. Box 6086, Ft. Wayne, IN 46896. 
(70) 

“STOP! — THIS HOUSE GUARDED BY LOADED GUN!” 


window decals. 5 for $3.95. Distributors wanted. OPPOR- 
TUNITIES, 5966-SF, E. Dakota, Fresno, CA 93727 (69) 


WORK WANTED: US Army, Ex-artillery, currently combat 
engineer. Anywhere, anytime if price is right. JOE A., Rt. 
6, Box 600, SP. 94, Midland, TX 79701 


PROFESSIONAL VOICE STRESS ANALYSIS on poten- 
tial group members or associates. Reasonably priced. 
For information send $2.00 and LSASE to: CONDOR 
LTD., Dept. C, 4436 S. Vivian Street, Morrison, CO 80465. 


{S YOUR LIFE WORTH 3% BUCKS? Our only business is 
your survival. Discount catalog $3.50 ppd. Probably the 
best investment you'll ever make. GROUND ZERO SUR- 
VIVAL SUPPLY, P.O. Box 24037, Columbus, OH 43224. 


VIETNAM VET LOOKING FOR HOWARD DELLAR who 
served with me in 10th Trans. Med. Trk., Long Binh, VN 
1967-68. Contact DAVID LAMBORN, 15 Jackson Avenue, 
Bradford, PA 16701. (814) 368-6793, 


NEW BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY. Quality wholesale sur- 
vival storage foods. High incentives. Low investment. In 
your home. Ground floor business. No experience 
necessary. KHALSA WHEY U.S.A., Box 513, Contract 
Station #2, Denver, CO 80206. (303) 695-9551. 


BECOME A GUN DEALER: Firearms dealership kit in- 

‘cludes license forms, lists hundreds of top wholesalers 
— covers everything. $4.95. BUSINESS CONSULTA- 
TION, Box 1232, Uniontown, PA 15401. 


SECRETS OF ‘KI’ superpower. defense. Book $20. For 
Catalog send 20° stamp. HUMANS, 2251I-S Markham, 
Perris, CA 92370. (69) 


NEW PHARMACEUTICAL: Most powerful anti-itch 
remedy available! FDA approved! Clear liquid- 
nongreasy! Special dab-on applicator! 400 applications! 
Exclusives offered! (Samplel/literature/prices — $3.00) 
X-ITCH-5, 2801 Biscayne, Youngstown, OH 44505. 


DOCTOR-TRAINED IN GENERAL ANESTHESIA, facial 
trauma, experience in interrogation, military 
background. P.O, Box 23553, Jacksonville, FL 
32241-3535. (71) 


NEW. THE SILVERSHAFT. An ordinary ink pen with ex- 
tra sharp blade hidden inside. Lega!. Only $5.00. No 
checks please. URBAN SAFETY, Box 94413, Birm- 
ingham, AL 35220. 


FOR HIRE, age 40. Whatever you tell me will never pass 
from my fips. 1 have been tested, all letters will be 
destroyed. DAVE, P.O. Box 37, Penwell, TX 79776. (70) 


LOVE BOAT — Cruise Ship Employment. Ali major 
cruise lines. How and where to apply. $9.00. P.O. Box 
19565, Orlando. FL 32814. (69) 


”The LINDA” 


NOW AVAILABLE IN STOCK 
FROM 


SOUTHERN STATE ENTERPRISE 


Wilkinson Arms Distributor 
106 North Hill Rd. | Greenwood, S.C. 29646 


803-229-2034 
9mm Luger 


Magazine Capactty: 34 Rounds 
Barret length: 84s" 

Weight: 4 Ibs. 13 oz. 

Length: Overalt 12"” 

Foregrip: Maple wood 

Height with magazine: 10° 
Sights: Wiliams adjustable 


SERVICE TO ALL 


wap ped wath 
dave tawlor scope mount 
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FOR HIRE: Ex-Military for security work, Courier service, 
bodyguard, bounty hunter. All jobs considered, short 
term preferred. Complete discretion guaranteed and 
confidential. Contact: BUCK, C-74 Cedar Hill W.L-.E., 
Weatherford, TX 76086. 


“BEWARE OF THE SHOTGUN” sign for your home, 
business or RV. $2.00 to “SIGN,” Box 182, Horsham, PA 
19044. (69) 

NEW TELEPHONE TRANSMITTER costs hundreds less 
than others and is practically undetectable. Write for 
free information packet. HEARZALL, 9629 S. Carpenter, 
Chicago, IL 60643. 


MILITARY SURPLUS — Chemical/biological warfare 
equipment, military clothing and equipment. SASE for 
catalog. JR SALES, Box 4253F, Lancaster, CA 
93539-4253. 

APACHE ARROWHEADS, genuine artifacts. Great 
pocket piece, curio or ?. $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00. 
FRIENDLY FRED'S GUN SHOP, Dept. SF, Chamberlain, 
SD 57325. 


MASTER HEI LONG, author of four books on the art of 
Kung Fu now writes a monthly series teaching the 
techniques of Kung Fu. Information on this program and 
on Master Long’s books is available free from A.B. 
PUBLICATIONS, 1311 Andover Road, Richmond, VA 
23229. (69) 


AUTHORS WANTED 
BY N.Y. PUBLISHER 


A well-known New York subsidy book 
publisher is searching for manuscripts 
worthy of publication. Fiction, non-fic- 
tion, poetry, juveniles, travel, scientific, 
specialized and even controversial sub- 
jects will be considered. If you have:a 

ook-length manuscript ready for publi- 
cation (or are still working on it), and 
would like more information and a free 
booklet, please write: 


VANTAGE PRESS, DEPT. DA-58 
516 W. 34th St., New York, N.Y. 10001 


MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$5 a month. Not a box number but your own address and 
suite number. Also available — phone number, remaii- 
ing, mail forwarding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For 
information enclose a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 
3341 W. Peoria, Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (70) 


POSITION DESIRED. 32 y.o. American Vet, Medic, Black 
Beit, run 8-10 miles/day. Contact MARK FRANCIS, P.O. 
Box 22157, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. (69) 


HISTORY OF US SPECIAL FORCES, $3.95. Send for free 
catalog of DRAGONSTAR courses and information ser- 
vices. Quality, personalized library of topics for today’s 
adventurers. S.E. MARCUS, 500 Glenwood Circle #212, 
Monterey, CA 93940. (69) 


FOR HIRE: Merc, bodyguard, bounty hunter and courier. 
All jobs considered. Anything but Red. Contact: 
TIMOTHY POURNER, 111 E. Ragland, Kingsville, TX 


BLACK RAPPELLING GEAR. Rope, carabiners and hard- 
ware. Same equipment being used by SWAT teams. 
Made for military operations. $1.00 for catalog, refun- 
dable. ADVANCED RESCUE SYSTEMS, P.O. Box 80052, 
Sioux, Falls, SD 57116. 


INGRAM MAC 10 COBRA. Uncut frames. 9mm or 45 cal. 
$115.00 includes postage and handiing. No license need- 
ed. REK NAV, P.O. Box 36030, Detroit, MI 46236. 


FOR HIRE: Individual or team. Short term only, all offers 
considered. OMEGA, 1825 South 43, Lincoln, NE 68506. 
(402) 468-3961. (69) 


MINIATURE ILLUMINATED GUN SIGHTS, fit any gun. 
Battery powered, self-contained, under $10 to build. 
Plans $5. Unique crossbow, only 2” wide fully assembi- 
ed. 80!b. + pull, assault style, under $10 to build. Plans 
$5 or both $8. C.D.C., P.O. Box 1703, Wheatridge, CO 
80033. 


VC, NVA & COMMIE BATTLE FLAGS. Rare. Excellent 
wail displays. $15 each. $25 any two. $40 all three. 
Postpaid. MARTIAL SALES, Box 71395, New Orleans, LA 
70172. (70) 


FOR HIRE — Ex-fighter pilot. Recent “high risk” 
overseas experience. 8,600 hrs. jet and prop. Available 
for flying assignments. P.O. Box 4412, San Rafael, CA 
94903. 


BRITISH COMMANDO (Genuine-Sheffield) Blue, Sheath 
$25.95. Italian Lock Stiletto 5” Blade, 9" Open, Guard 
$9.50. Check or MO $1.50 handling, 3/4 weeks delivery. 
Catalog-(Knives) $1.50. CONTINENTAL, Dept. A, 1222 
Remington Ad., Schaumburg, IL 60195. (69) 


WANTED. WORK WITH MERCENARY. Short term only. 
Anywhere considered. M. SMITH, 29 Priory Road, Park 
South, Swindon, Wiltshire, England. 


FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT $4.00! Applications, 
instructions, wholesalers, free phones, salestips, 
fecords discount. DTI, 323 Franklin Blvd. South, 
#804-D77F, Chicago, iL 60606. 


CAN ANYBODY HELP ME REACH DUDLEY MC IVER. 
My friend Dudiey Mclver has not been heard from since 
Vietnam. If anyone has any- information as to where | 
might locate him or what might have happened to 
Dudley, please call. We, his friends, would appreciate 
any information as to what might have happened to Ma- 
jor Mciver since 1970. Kirby Riffel, (501) 892-4426. (70} 


EMPLOYMENT WANTED. 22 year old WIM, intelligent, 
excellent physical condition. Ex-Combat engineer, infan- 
try, Military Police. Very dependable and will serve 
private organization. Courier, Decoy, Armed Escort, 
Bounty, Merc. All jobs considered, any risk accepted. No 
John Wayne or 007, just good soldier and professional. 
A.E. TERRY, Route 2, 1604 Dixon Lane, Pine Bluff, AR 
71603. 


PHP, survival and personal protection supplies, training 
and equipment, is accepting applications for distributor- 
ships. Investment Required, not a get rich quick scheme, 
but good income for those willing to work. Write PHP, 
P.O, Box 7304, Reno, NV 89502. (71) 


CIAINAVY SEAL TEAM ELECTRONIC BOOBYTRAPS for 
canteens, .45 caliber pistol, M16 and AK47 magazines, 
claymore, flashlights, etc. Report $5.00. “CLANDESTINE 
SAFE OPENING DEVICES.” Open safes, without damag- 
ing, when combination is unknown. Report, $3.00. 
Catalog, $1.00. CANNIBAL'S, P.O. Box 692, Champaign, 
IL 61820. y 


DETONATORS: Integrated circuit timing device. 3 to 16 
minutes, precise, reliable. $8.00 each. INTRONICS, P.O. 
Box 10231, State College, PA 16801 


MEGAVITAMINS — Powerful yet natural. Utilized by 
Black Agents, Super Athletes, Russians, Bodybuilders, 
Scientists. Increased stamina, endurance, sex, concen- 
tration, memory, intelligence, longevity. 100 Day Supply 
$20.00. Questions/information $1.00 SASE. Hair Test 
(Two Tablespoons) $35.00. KRONEN LIFE EXTENSION, 
Professional Nutritional Consultant, 3921 Roswell Road 
NE, Atlanta, GA 30342 USA. (404) 237-5322. 


WANTED. WORK WITH MERCENARY. Wil! do anything 
— Dependable — Expert in submachine gun. DE VIDO 
W.P., Vio Alfieri 10, Fermo Posta H740151, Torino, italy. 
(69) 


NATIONAL-INTERNATIONAL REMAIL, Adventurers 
base with us. National-International Investigations. 
BARONET INQUIRY, Box 1371, Sacramento, CA 95806. 


EXECUTIVE PROTECTION — Experienced individual 
able to relocate, seeks permanent position. Martial ar- 
tist, small arms expert, college grad, ex-infantryman, 
low-profile white collar protection. STEVE, (405) 
947-7128. 


NATIONAL-INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS — 1-20 top 
experts available on a moment's notice. Our staff in- 
cludes college graduates, medica! doctors, and profes- 
sionals who have covert and Vietnam experience. 
Licenses, passports, and permits in hand. BLUE-LITE, 
5555 D.T.C. Pkwy., Suite 1012, Englewood, CO 80111. 


PRIVATE COLLECTOR. Ex-Army S.F. collecting current 
world military parachutist wings, must be original issue. 
T. HARTEN, 4604 River Forest Dr., Arlington, TX 76017. 
(69) 


NEW F.F.L. KIT — instructions and forms plus gun 
dealer training manual, $6.00! MIE, 2530 E. Lincoln Way, 
Cheyenne, WY 82001. 


YOU OR YOUR FAMILY’S MILITARY MEDALS! WWii, 
Korea, Vietnam — all services — Official U.S. and RVN 
medals, Top quality miniature medals and ribbons (free 
mounting). Beautiful walnut finished display cases. 
Silver filled badges. ALL GUARANTEED. Manuals on 
how to claim your medals free. Individual personal ser- 
vice. Free illustrated catalog: Write MEDALS, 2414S 
Cedarwood, Marietta, GA 30067. 


NEW! THE MUZL-TAMER (Pat. Pending) from Cellini In- 
dustries! Absolutely guaranteed to be the best recoil 
reducer you can buy or your money back! Eliminate 
recoil and barrel climb on your AR15 or M16, and reduce 
muzzle flash for only $39.95 plus $1.50 postage and 
handling from CELLINi INDUSTRIES, 135 W. Rhapsody, 
San Antonio, TX 78216. Texas residents add 5¥2% sales 
tax. 


GOLD & SILVER, My book “How To Make A Living As A 
Precious Metal Dealer” gives detailed instructions on 
how to: prepare & weigh, karat test, detect fake gold and 
silver plus many other secrets of the trade. Send $12.95 
to: PRECIOUS METALS, 4455 Torrance Bivd., Dept. 
SF201, Suite 230, Torrance, CA 90503. 


MILITARY MAPS! Hundreds of large, topographic, Army 
maps. Plus CIA maps! List $2.00, DT!, 323 Franklin Blvd. 
South, #804-D77F, Chicago, IL 60606. 


CIA-SOG ID CARD $2.00! Exact black and white reprint 
of famous ‘Get out of jail free” card. {3 for $5). DTI, 323 
Frankiin Bivd. South, #804-D77F, Chicago, IL 60606. 


SAVE FUEL, gasoline or diesel. Well engineered 
magnetic device, simple installation, no maintenance re- 
quired. Easier starts, reduces ping, smoother running. 
Mileage increases from 8 to 20% attested. Two sizes: 
Ye" and under fuel iines, $27.00; ¥2" to %” Ilnes, $43.00. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Money orders or certified 
checks. GIBSON JOHNSTON, P.O. Box 23381, Pleasant 
Hill, CA 94523. 


EASTERN WASHINGTON — 20 acres, cabin, wooded, 
secluded, view, fish and game. $15,950.00 — $450.00 
down. PACIFIC TIMBER & LAND COMPANY, N. 10003 
Division, Spokane, WA 99218. 


MILITARY, SURVIVAL, GUERRILLA, WARFARE SUB- 
JECTS!! Machine guns, special weapons, unconven- 
tional warfare, self-defense, explosives, silencers, field 
technical manuais! Huge 1983 catalog, $1. Immediate 
shipment! DELTA PRESS, P.O. Box 777, Dept. SF, Mt. 
Ida, AR 71957. 
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fh 
Plated entirely with pure 24-karat gold. 
‘2 Te 


« Free official S.AS. jump wings «You wwill also receive this gold - tooled, all- 

7 A “issued to you when you sign up. “black, velvet and satin lined display case. 

“..chighly individual men dedicated to a mission carried out in equal disregard of 

physical hazards and official red tape. They planned, they struck, they disappeared,’ 
from The Phantom Major, re: theS.A.S, 9 -< 


On the blade reverse are etched the winged-dagger beret flash bearing the $.A.S. motto 
“Who Dares Wins,’ and the name-of the regiment. The blade is of the finest quality;.itis |: 
| forged, hardened, temperedand mirror polished to the original wartime specifications: 

the finest, high carbon steel before it is richly plated with 24-karat gold. 

The display case which accompanies your knife is all black — the color of the hooded 
uniforms the S.A.S wears on special missions. Inside and out the caée is gold- 4 

with an ivy leaf border. The liners are fitted black velvet and satin.: 

A parchment Certificate of Authenticity, numbered to match the serial Peni 
engraved on.the knife is also provided. 

In addition to owning this unusual knife, you will -be made a member of The: 
American Historical Foundation, with members in 29 countries around the watld, 
As a member, you will receive, at no expense, hard-to-obtain expert information 

concerning the history, care, display and collecting of knives and other militaria. 


How to Reserve | 


Thisis available only through The American Historical Foundation. 

‘You may write, call, personally visit or use the reservation form below, Your | 
’ reservation is placed without risk. Satisfaction is guaranteed; you may i 
return the knife within one month of receipt for a full refund. ‘ 
q 


ctive duty, retired and prior 5 
|Al vice §.A.S. men are stepping 
+—-=4ward and signing up. 


Now, you and only a few hundred othe 
join them. You will share a bond with: 
the.world’s most professional, elite- 
‘You will take part in honoring’ 
the S.A.S. — past, present and future 
will own a lasting, tangible tribute to their service 
to the free world, 
The Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife was chosen 
for this memorial tribute because it was the knife cari 
by-the S.A.S. Commandos in machine-gun festoo 
Jeeps against the “Desert Fox” in 1941, and it is still issu 
to the S.A.S. today. It is one-of the most famous, highly : 
sought-after knives in the world —and an appropriate sy 
bol of the S.A:S. 
Knife No. 1 of this limited edition has been officially pre~ 
sented to the §.A.S: Regimental Commander at a formal cere- 
mony at their Headquarters, outside of Hereford, England. Only 
999 more will be made. Then:the edition will be closed forever. 


Four Special Features 


Four features of this knife add to its importance— and to its 
value.as:a highly prized military collectible. First, the entire 12-inch 
knife — not just the hilt—is richly plated with 24-karat gold. This is the 
first commemorative knife known to be totally overlaid with pure gold. = 

Second, the grip is a special design. It was created to be authentic, yet 

to symbolize more than 40 years of service by the S.A.S. The overall 
dimensions and the brass material are identical to the long-hilted checkered 
—_ wip originally issued to the S.A.S. in North Africa. However, the center portion 
“corporates the “ribbed” design of the present-issue knife carried by the S.A.S. 
Tis is another first— which will add further importance to this tribute. 
Third, the top-nut will be of special interest to Fairbairn-Sykes collectors. It is 
solic 3t.the top —rather than bored through — giving a more finished appearance. 
This is jessible because the special shouldered design extends well into the grip itself. 
“This is th: first time that this design top nut has ever been made with an F-S Fighting Knife. 


Due to the small size of the edition limit, reservations must be filled 
ona first-come, first-served basis. Prompt action is'suggested if-you 
are to join the ranks with the men of the S.A.S. for this special 
‘commemorative tribute: 
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RESERVATION 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full Refund. 


To: THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 

1022 West Franklin Street, Dept. SF-A2 

Richmond, Virginia 23220 

Telephone: (804) 353-1812 

24-hour toll free reservations: (860) 368-8080 
Yes, I wish to reserve the S.A.S. Commemorative Tribute limited 
edition fighting knife, which is richly plated with 24-karat gold, 
serially numbered and accompanied by a Certificate of Authenticity, 
gold-tooled”black display case and Fotndation membership. No 
shipping charges. Send the free official S.A.S. jump wings immedi- 
ately, with written confirmation. 


0 My deposit of $45 is enclosed. Please invoice (or charge my 
credit card) for the balance prior to delivery... 
O at the rate of $125 per month for two months. 


Fourth—and ‘possibly most important — this is the first commemorative of any type ever anita 
ee. ae the S. AS. QO My payment é in full for $295 (or credit card information) 
“ Conibee Jump Scene with Jump Wings Name 
The presentation face of the blade will be of particular interest to Airborne collectors. It Address 


bears a deeply etched combat jump scene.the full length of the blade. The famous parachutist. 
wings of the S.A.S. are deeply etched on the blade shoulder with the trademark of Crown Sword — 
Company, the maker, which is located in Windsor, England, near S.A.S. Headquarters. 


ne SS eee 
For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send account 
number, expiration date and signature. Virginia residents add tax. 
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JOIN THE 
PROFESSIONALS 


And mount up 
for adventure. 


SOLDIER 

OF FORTUNE 
subscribes 

to action 
journalism. You 
should subscribe 
to SOF, and 
save $10 off 
newsstand 

price. 


SUBSCRIBE TO 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
and go on assignment every month with SOF 
“Professionals.” Journey to Afghanistan, El 
Salvador, Lebanon, Angola, Laos and Peru 
to fight communism. Learn why the CIA, 
Pentagon and KGB read SOF every month. 
March with the world’s elite units. Test fire 
Russia’s newest small arms. Speak your 
mind about Vietnam, national defense and 
gun control. 
SOF. Your passport to adventure. 


Please print 
Name 
Address 
City 
State) 2s Zip 


1 New subscription OC Renewal 
© Payment enclosed 0 Bill me later 


2 years 1 year 

(24 issues) (12 issues) 

O $52 0 $26 2nd Class 
(protective wrap) 
Fd U.S., Can., Mex. 
O) $100 0 $50 1st Class 

(sealed envelope) 
U.S., Can., Mex. 
0 $66 0 $33 Overseas Surface 


O $140 0 $70 Overseas Air 


Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery. 
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WHEN IT ABSOLUTELY 


POSITIVELY HAS TO BE 
THERE ON 


Laser Arms Corporation has, with a technological break- 
through, been able to produce the most sophisticated 
laser gunsight available today. Simply touch the remote 
button and the red laser dot will appear on the target, 
showing you exactly where the bullet will impact if you 
fire your weapon. This ruggedized unit is more compact, 
more reliable and has a longer life and at a cost about 
halt the price.previously charged to police departments. 
Cormpletely.self-contained and teady to’ mount to your 
rifle or shotgun. This laser gunsight is built to: uncom- 
promising quality rarely found in the. civilian market at 
only’$1,995,00; For mare hore and iederiog: con: 
ey your Naatest: @ealeror - peur es 


P.O. BOX 4647. @ LAS VEGAS, NV 89127-0647 PHONE (702) 648-2795 


